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THE 

PREFACE. 

/Have. etuitavoured'toniak€tbiseditutt 
fomething more full and- fatisfaBory. 
tbmthejirJU I have fought tvitb^theuf-' _ 
taqfi c&rct and. read 'with tqu^atteitiiotit 
every tiing •wbick bas appeared in public 
agmnfi^ i?y pinions.-, !■ bayc taken advan- 
t^e> of tbe. candid liberty, of myjrimdt-; , 
and if by theft means I baoe been better^ 
enabled to dtf cover tbe. mperfiSimt of the . 
mork^ the indulgence it- has reeeraedt. m~ , 
perfeB as. it was, furmjkedmeivitha wt/-, 
motive tojpare no reqfonable pans for it/ 
improvement, though 'I baue not found 
fuffident reafon, orwbat appeared to p^Jhf' 
fcientf for makitig at^ material cban^ in< 
ny tbeory, Ihaoe found it neceffaryinnumy^ 
places to explain, Olufirate, and enforce it. 
X have prefixed an introduBdry difoi^Je., 
concerning Hajle; it is a matter curious in, 
itfelfi and it leads natwally enough to the^ 
' A 2 priu' 
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iv " The P R E F A C E. 

principal enquiry. . 'this with the other €»> 
planations has made the toork con/iderabfy 
larger; 'andbyificreq^gitsbulkhgs,Iatn 
i^raid, added to its faults ifo that., not with' 
jianding all my attention^ it may Jiandin 
need of a yet greater Jhare of indulgence 
than it required at iisjhji appearance. 

' 'Tbeywhoareaccufiomedtoftudiesofthis 
nature will expeSi, and they willallonb too ' 
for many faults, ^hey know that many of 
the ohjeSis of our enquiry are in themfehes 
ohfcure and intricate ; and that man^ others ■ 
have been rendered fb by affeBed refinements 
orfalfe learning ; thef krtaw that there are. 
many mpediments in tbefubjeSl, in the pre- 
judices of others, and even in our own, that 
render it a matter of m fmall difficulty to- 
Jhew ht a clear light the genuine face of 
nature, ^hey know, that wbilji the mind 
is intent on the general fcheme of things, 
fome particular parts muji be negk5led\ 
that we mufi often fubmit the *Jiyle to the 
matter, and frequently give up the praije 
fif elegance, fatisfedwitb being clear, 

■tit 



;,■ Google 



The PREFACE. v 

I'he cbaraBers of nature are legtiki tt u 
true } but tbi^ are not plain enough to en- 

. itbletboje who run, toreadtbem. We maft 
make ufeof a cautiauj, I bad idmojtfmiy a 

. timorous method of proc^ditig. tVemt^net 
attempt tofyt when we can jharcely pretend 
to creep. In con^dmnganf complex mat- 

. ter, we oiigbt to examine every d^iinB in* 

.gredient in the compojition, one by one i and 

, reduce every thing to the utmo/i Jimpliaty ; 

Jince the condition of our nature binds us to 
aJiriSi law and very narrow limits. We 
ought afterwatds to re-examine theprinci- 

, pies by the effeSi of the coa^qfition, as well 
as the compqfition by that.qfthe principles. 

. We ought to compare our ful^eQ with thtngr 
ofajimilar nature-, and even with things 
of a contrary nature; for difcoveries may bei 
and often are made by the contrafi, which 

, leould ^eape us on tbefingleviewi 'The 
■greater number of thtfe con^rifons we 
make, the more general and the more certain 
our. knowledge is like to prove, as built upon 
a moreextenfive andperfeSl induSlion. 

■A3 . 1/ 
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^i The ^PUE'FACE. 

^ If an enquiry thus car^uify tanduSied^ 
JSouldfal at lofl of difcovering tbeirutb» 
'it nu^anf'mer an end perhaps as nfejiiU « 
'•'difcovering to us the weaknefs «^ our mm 
■underjiattding. If it does not make as 
■kno'whig, it ffjay make us TRodeJl. If it 
'does not prtjeroe us from error, ■ it ma^ at 
kaftfrom tbej^irit of error ; and may make 
•tis cautious of pronouncing with pqfitrot' 
'nefs'or with bafle, wbenjo mucbhboBr,m^ 
'■ end in fo' much uncertainty. 

■ I couldwip that in examining tbtstbeoryy 
' the fame method were purfued wbiik I en~ 

■ deieomred to o^erve in forming it. . ^bt 

■ ohjeSHonSy in fny opinion-, ought to be pro- 
"■pofedt either to thefeveral principles as tbtf 
''■ are diJHnBfy confdered, or to thejnfinefs if 

■ the concliifion tffhich is dra^n from tbem. 

Butit'is common to pafs over both thepre- 
•mifes andconclujkn inftence^ andto produce 
' as an o^eSiontfome poetical pajage which 
•does notfeem eafly accounted for upon the 
'-principles I endeavour to eftablijh. This 

manner of proceeding J Jhould think iSery 

'"3 MB- 
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' ,mjl>r!opfr. ^be-ta^ mof/d he infinite,, if 
•me. cofd4'<fi<^}ifh, no principle until we bftd 
,previQu(fy uttr^nfelled the complex texture of 
.tmry .im^ ■fir .dtfeription to be found.in 
jMKts and ■orattfrst, And though wejkould 
.JKver.beable to reconcile the eff'e^ of fuch 
iifktges to our principles, this can neofir 
ffotrtum the theory if/elf, wkil/l ititfound- 
.ed on certain and indijputable faSs. A 
theory Jbunded on experiment and not of- 

• fumed, is alwi^s good for fo much as it ex- 
plmm. Our inability to.pujh it inde^itely 
is.no argument at all agoing it. This i/i~ 
ahiJity may be owing to our ignorance pf 
fomeneceffary mediums j to a wantpffro- 
per application ; to mtmy other caufes be/ides 
a defeSl in the principles we etnploy. Jn 
reality the fuhjeSl requires a much clofer at- 
tention, than we dare cUumfrm our mm' 
ner of treating it. 

Ifitfhouldnot appear on the face of the 

worM, J mtji caution the reader agatri/i 

imagining that I intended a full differ tathn 

an the Sublme and Beautiful, My enquiry 

A 4 "Went 
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vUi The PREFACE. 

went no/artier than to the er^n oftitfe 
ideas. If the qualities which I have ranged 
under the bead rf the SuSIime be aUfqund 
confijient with each other, andati different 
from thofe which I place under the bead of 
Beauty j and ^ thofe which compofe the clafs 
of the Beautiful have the fame confifemy 
with themjehest and the fame apportion to 
thoft which are clajfed under the denomina- 
tion ^ Sublime, lam in little pain whether 
(Wgr body cbufes to follow the name I give 
them or not, provided he allows that what 
J di/Pofe under differetU heads are in reality 
different things in nature, 'the ufe I make 
of the words mOj/ be blamed as too conned 
or too extended; my meaning cam^t well 
he mijhnderjlood, 

Tfl- conclude; whatever progrefs may be 
made towards^ the difcoiaery of truth in this 
matter, I do not repent the pains I baive 
taken in it. 'The ufe of fuch enquiries may 
be very conjider able. Whatever turns the 
fiiil inward on itfelf tends to concenter its 
Jm^esr md to fit it for greater andfron^ 
fights. 
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jtigbu ofjcience. By looking into pb^al 
caufes, our mnds la-e opened and enlarged; 
and in this purfmf, whether we take or whe- 
ther we lofe our game, the cbace is certainly 
offervice, Cicero, true as be was to the 
Academic pbUofipl^, andconfeqttent^ led to 
rejeSl the certainty ^phyficalt as of every 
other kind (^knowledge, yet f reefy confejfes 
its great importance to the human under- 
Jlanding: " Eftanimorumingeniorumquc 
" noftrdnim naturale quoddam qpiafi pa- 
** bulum coniideratio contemplatioquc 
** natura:." If we can dirtSi the lights we 
derive from fuch exalted /peculations, upon 
the humbler f eld of the imagination, whiljl 
•we invejligate the J^rings, and trace the 
courfes of our pajjions, we may not only com- 
municate to the tajie a fort of pbilofophical 
Jblidityj hut we may reflet hack on the fe- 
verer fciences fome of the graces and ele- 
gancies of tajie, without which the greatejl 
proficiency in thofe fciences, will always have 
the appearance offomething illiheral. 

THE 
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INTRODUCTION. 

ON 

TASTE. 

ON a iUperficial view, we may 
fcem to differ very widely from 
each other in our reafenings, aijd no 
leis in our plcafures : but notwithftand- 
ing this difference, which I think to 
be rather apparent than real, it is pro- 
bable that the ftandard both of reafon 
and Tafte is the lame i(i all human crea- 
tures. For if there were not fome prin- 
ciples of judgment as well as of fenti* 
ment common to all mankind, no hold 
could poilibly be taken either on their 
reafon or their pailions,. fufHcient to 
maintain the ordinary correfpondence of 
life. It appears indeed to be generally 
B acknow- 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

acknowledged, that with regard to truth 
and falfhood there is fbme^ing fixed. 
We find pcopie in (heir ditputes con- 
tinually appealing to certain teils and 
ftandards which are allowed on all fides, 
and are fuppofed to be eftabliflied in our 
common nature. Bot there is nbt die 
faine Obvious concurrence in any tini- 
form or fettled principles which relate to 
Tafte. It is even commonly fiippofed 
that this delicate and aerial Acuity, 
which feeras too vol^c to endure even 
the chains d a de^nition, aumot be pea* 
periy tried by any C^, nor regulated 
1^ any fbndard. There is fb ccmti&ttcJ 
a call for die e^ercife of die reafbning 
faculty, and it is fb much Arengthi»i- 
cd by perpetujd contention, that cer- 
tain maxims of right reafon feem «o b« 
tacitly lett'led amongft the moft igncirant. 
The learned have improved on this rude 
fcience, and reduced ihoie -mSLxims in* 
to a fyftem. If Tafle has not be«i £> 
happily cidtivated, it vfus not that th« 
fiibjea 
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6 N TASTE.- 3 

liibjed was bwrcn, but dat the labourers 
were few or negl^jcnt ; for to fajr the 
truth, there are not the fititie intcreiHng 
motives ia itapd. life to fix the one, ^tch 
tuge OS td afccrtain dbe o&er. And after 
all, if meh diffw in thraropinion concern- 
ing ftlch nutters^ their di^rence is not 
attertded \nth the fanie irapcxtant codfe- 
qiietice^, dfe I make no doubt hut diat 
die logic of Tafte, if 1 may be allowed 
the expreffion, nug^t very poffibly be as 
W^ digeftedi and we ought come to dif- 
ciiis matteTE of tius nature with as mudi 
Certain^i as thole which Csem more Im*' 
mediately within the prorince of mere 
teafbn. Aiid indeed it is very neceilaiy 
at the entraiKe into fiich an enquiry, as 
iSva prefent, to make this point as cl6ar 
as pofliblc ; for if Tafte has no fixed 
princi^e^, if the inii^inati(Ai is riot af-' 
feSxd according to fome invariable and 
certain Uws, our labour is like to be eni^ 
ployed to very little purpofe ; as it ihuft 
^ be judged an ufelefs, if not an abfurd 
B a under- 
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undertaking, to lay down rules for ca>- 
' price, and to fet up for. a legiilator of 
vhims and fancies. 

The term Tafte, like all other figu- 
ntivetenns, is not extremely accurate.: 
the thing which wc undcrftand by it, is 
. far ^m a iimple and determinate idea in 
the minds of nioft men, and it is there- 
fore Ikble to uncertainty and coniufion. 
I have no great opinion of a definition, 
:the celebrated remedy for the cure of 
this diforder. For when we define, we 
fecm in danger of circumscribing nature 
within the bounds of our own notions, 
which we often take up by hazard, or 
embrace on truft, or form out of a li- 
mited and partial confideration of the ob- 
jcdl before us, inftead of extending our 
ideas to take in. all that nature compre- 
hends, according to her manner of com- 
bining. We are limited in our enquiry 
by the ftridt laws to which we have fub- 
ipitted at our fetting out. 

•— — CircM . 
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'•'—Circa vilem patulumque tmrabimur erbem, 
UnJe puder preftrrt pedem vetat out opiris Ux. 

A definition may be very exad, and 
yet go but a very little way towards 
informing us of the nature of the 
^ng defined; but let the virtue of 
a definition be what it will, in the 
ordw of things, it feems rather to follow 
than to precede our enquiry, of which it 
ou^t to be confidercd as the refult. It 
muft be acknowledged that the methods 
of diiquifition and teaching may be fome- 
rimes different, arid on very good reafon 
undoubtedly; butformypart,Iamcort'- 
vinced that die method of teaching which 
approaches moft nearly to the method' 
of inveftigation, is incomparably the 
beft ; fmce not content with ferving up a 
few barren and lifelefs truths, it leads to 
the ftock on which they grew j it tends 
to fet the reader himfelf in the track of 
invention, and to direft him into thofe 
paths in which the author has ipade his 
I ■ B 3 own 
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own difcovcries, if he fhould be fo 
happy as to have nwde any that arc 
valuable. 

But to cut off all pretence fiw cavil-. 
ling, 1 mean by the word Tafte no more 
^an that ^ulty, or thofe ^fultiet of 
the mind which are affe<Aed with, or 
which form a judgment rf the works of 
imagination and the dcgant arts. Thta- 
is, I think, the moft general idea of that 
word, and what is th? Icaft connected 
with any particular theory, And ray 
p(Hnt in this enquiry is to find whethej 
there arc any principles, on which the 
imagination is afTe^ed, fo common to 
aU, ib grounded and certain> as to iupply 
the means of reafoning fatis&dorily a-: 
bout themf And fuch principles of Taihs 
I fancy there are ; however paradoxical 
it may fcem to thole, who on a fuperii- 
cial view imagine, that there is fo grea| 
a diverfity of Taftcs both in kind and 
degree, that nothing pan be more inde-^ 
terminal^. 

Ail 
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' All the natural powera in man> which 
I know, that are conver&nt about exter- 
nal objeds, are the Senies ; the Imagina- 
tion ; and the Judgment. And Aril: with 
regard to the Senies. We do and we muil 
ihppoib, that as the con^srmation of their 
oi^ans are nearly, or altc^ether the £une 
in all men, fo the manner of per- 
ceiving external obje&s is in all men 
the, fame, or with little difierence. 
We are fatisfied that what appeare to be 
lig^t to one eye, appears li^t to an- 
other; that what feems fweet to one pa-< 
late, is fweet to another; that what is 
dark and bitter to this man, is likewife 
dark and bitter to that j and we conclude 
in the fame manner of great and little, 
hard and foft, hot and cold, rough and 
ftnooth ; and indeed of all the natural 
qualities and aHeftions of bodies. If wo 
fulFer ourfelves to imagine, that their 
fcnfes prefent to different men diiferent 
images of things, this fceptical proceed- 
ing will make every fort of reafonlng on 
B 4 every 
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every fiibjed vain and frivolous, cvco that 
iceptical reaibning it&lf, which had perr 
fuaded us to entertain a doubt concem-r: 
ing the agreement of our perceptions. 
But as there will be very little doubt 
that bodies prefent fimilar images to the 
whole ^ecies, it muil neceHarily be air 
lowed, that the pleafures ai\d the pains 
which every objeft excites in one man, 
it muft raife in all mankind, whilft it 
operates naturally, fimply, and by its pro- 
per powers only j for if we deny this, We ; 
mull imagine, that the £unc caufe ope-n 
ratifig in die fame manner, and on fubn 
jedts of the fame kind, will produce dif-i 
fcrent cffcSts, which would be highly 
abfurd. Let us firft conlider this point in 
the fenfc of Tafte, and the rather as the 
faculty in queftion has taken its name 
from that fenfe. All men are agreed to 
call vinegar four, honey fweet, and aloes 
bitter ; and as they are all agreed in find- 
ing thefe qualities in thofe objeds, they 
do not in the Icaft differ concerning theiy 
effe£t$ 
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cfFetfts widi regard to pleafiire and paio. 
They all concur in calling fweetnefe 
pleaTant, and foumefs and bitternefs 
unplcafant. Here there is no diveriity 
in their fendments; and that there is 
not, appears fully from the confent of 
all men in the metaphors which are 
taken from the fenfe of Taftc. A four 
temper, bitter expreffions, bitter curies, 
a bitter fate, are tenns well and ftrongly 
underftood by all. And we are alto- 
gether as well undcrftood when we iay, 
a iweet difpolition, a fweet perfon, a 
fwcet condition, and the like. It is 
confefled, that cuftom, and fome other 
caufes, have made many deviations from 
the natural pleafures or pains which be-i 
long to thefe feveral Taftes ; but then 
the power of diftingitiihlng between the , 
natural and the acquired reliih remains to 
the very laft. A man frequentlycomes to 
prefer the tafte of tobacco to that of fu- 
gjir, and the flavour of vinegar to that of 
milk J 
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milk { but this makes no ccmfufion in 
Taftes, whilft he is fenfible that the to- 
bacco and vinegar are not fweet^ and 
whilH; he knows that habit alone has re- 
conciled his palate to thcfe alien pleafures. 
Even with fuch a perfon we may Ipeak, 
and with fufficient precifion, concerning 
Taftes, But niould any man be found 
who declares, that to him tobacco has a 
Tdle like fugar, and that he cannot dif' 
tinguifh between milk and vinegar i or 
Uiat tobacco and vinegar are fweet, milk 
bitter, and fugar four, we immediately 
conclude that the organs <rf" this man are 
out of order, and that his palate is utterly 
vitiated. We are as far from conferring 
with fuch a per(bn upon Taftes, as from 
reafoning concerning the relations of 
quantity with one who Ihould deny that 
all the parts together were equal to the 
whole. We donot call aman of this kind 
wrong in his notions, but abfolutely mad. 
Exceptions of this fort in either way, do . 
4iQt 
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not at all impeach our general rule, nor 
make us conclude that men have varioui 
principles concerning the relations of 
quantity, or the Taile of things. So 
^t when it is laid, Tafte cannot be dif-t 
poted, it can only mean, that no one can 
ftrit^y anfwerwhatplcafur? or pain ibme 
particular man may find from the Talte 
<^ &xnc particular thing. This indeed 
cannot be diluted J but we may dilute, 
uid with Efficient cleame& too*concemr> 
ing die things which are naturally plea* 
fing or di&greeable to the fenfe. But 
when we talk of any peculiar or acquired 
rcHlh, then we muft know the habits, 
the prejudices, or.thcdifteropers of this 
particular man, and we muft draw our 
conclufion from thofe. 

This agreement of mankind is not 
confined to the Tafte folely. The 
principle pf pleafure derived from fight 
(S the fame in all. Light is more plea- 
ding than darkneis. Summer, when the 
earth 
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earth is clad in green, when the hea- 
vens arc fcrenc and bright, is more- 
agreeable than winter, when every thing 
makes a different appearance. . I never 
remember that jmy thing beautiful, whe-r 
ther a man, a beaft, a bird, or a plant, 
was. ever fhewn, though it were to an 
hundred people, that they did not all 
immediately agree that it was beauti- 
ful, though fome might have thought 
that it fell fhort of their expeftation, 
or that odier things were flail finer. 
I believe no man thinks a goofe to be 
more beautiful than a fwan, or ima- 
gines that what they call a Friezland 
hen excels a peacock. It mufl: be ob- 
ferved , too, that the pleafures of the 
fight are not near fo complicated, and 
cpnfufed, and altered by unnatural ha- 
bits and afibciations, as the pleafures of 
the Tafte arc > becaufe the pleafures of 
the fight more commonly acquiefce in 
themfelves j and are not fo often altered. 
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by confiderations which are independent 
<jf the fight itfelf. But things do not 
Ipontaneoufly prefent themfelves to the 
palate as they do to the fight ; they are 
generally applied to it, either as food or 
as medicine; and from the qualities which 
they poffefs for nutritive or medicinal 
purpofes, they often form the palate by 
degrees, and by force of thefe aflbcia- 
tions. Tlius opium is pleafing to Turks, 
on account of the agreeable delirium it 
produces. Tobacco is the delight of 
Dutchmen, as it diifuies a torpor and ' 
pleating ftupe:&dion. Fermented fpirits 
pleafe our common people, becaufe they ^ 
baniih care^ and all confideration of fu- 
ture or prefent evils. All of thefe would 
lie abiblutely neglefted if their properties 
had originally gone no further than the 
Taftc i but all thefe, together with tea 
and coffee, and feme other things, have 
paft from the apothecary's Ihop to our 
tables, and were taken for health long 
before 
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before they Were thoi^t erf" for jdea- 
furei The effeft of the drug has made 
tis uie it frequently j aiid frequent uie, 
combined wiiK the agreeable efied, has 
made the Tallie itfelf at kft agreeaUe^ 
But this does hdt in the leaft petplfcx oui> 
ieafiiiiing; bociu&we diftinguiflito die 
laft the acquired ftdm the natural tt^Ai, 
In de&ribiiig the Tafte of an unknown 
fruiti yoti wbtild Scarcely ^ty^ that it ha4 
a Areet and plea^t flavour like tobaccof 
opium, ot gafliC) although you i{}Oke to 
thole who were in the conftantUfe c^ 
^ele drugs, and had gfeat plealtire id 
them. There is in all meft a fufficient 
remembrance of the original natural 
caufes of pleafure, to enable them to 
bring all things oiFered to their fen^ to 
diat ftandard, and to regulate thdr feel- 
ings and Opinions by it. Suppofe one 
who had fb vitiate his palate as to take 
more pleafure in the Tafte of opium than 
in that of butter or honey, to be pre- 
fented 
3 
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&nted with a bcdu& of fquiUs ; there is 
hftfidty any doubt but that he would pre- 
(a die butter or honqr to this nauie- 
oos mbr^, m* to any odier bitter drug 
to u^iich be had not heoi accuftomed } 
which proves that his palate was natu- 
raUy iike that oi other raea is all things, 
&at k is rftill like the pakte of other men 
HI nuny things, and only vitiated in 
feme particular points. For in judging 
of «ny Hew thing, even of aTafte fimilar 
to that whk^ he has been fornKd by 
habk to like, he Bods his palate ade^led 
iothbnacural manner, and on the com- 
mon pirincipies- Thus the pleafure of 
' aH^th£ ien&s, ef the fight, and even of 
(he Ti^e, that moft ambiguous of the 
fenfes^ is ^€ fiune inall, high and low, 
teamed and ttnieftrned. 

Befides die ideas, with their annex- 
ed pains and pleafares, which are pre- 
fcnted by the fenfc ; the mkid o£ man 
poffcffcs a fort of creative power of 
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its own ; either in rcprefenting at plea-« 
iiire the images of things in the order and 
manner in which dicy were received by 
iht fenies, of in combining thole images 
in a new manner, aridilccdrdingto a'diife- 
rent order. This power is called Irria- 
^nation ; and to this belongs whatevci* is 
called wit, fancy, invention, and die like* 
But it muft be obferved, that this power 
of the imagination is incapable of pro- 
ducing any thing abfolutely new ; it can 
bnly vary the difpofition of thofe ideas 
which it has received from the fenfes; 
Now, the imagination is the moft ex- 
tenfivc province of plcafurc and pain* 
as it is the region of our fears and our 
hopes, and of all our paflibns that are 
conneAed withthdm; atid whatever is 
calculated to aifeiS the imagination with 
thcfc commanding ideas, by force of any 
original natural impreilibn, muft have 
the fame power pretty equally over 
all men. For fuice the imagination is 
ortly 
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only the repre&n^tiye of the feniesv it 
con only be pleafed or dUpleafed with the - 
umges, from the &me principle on which 
the fenie is pleafed or difplcafed with the 
realities I and confequently there muft be 
jttll as clofe an agreement in the imagi- 
nations as in the len&s of men ^ A little 
attention will convince as that this muft 
of ncceffily be the cafe; 

But in the ima^nation, beHdes the 
pain or pleafure arifing from the proper- 
ties of the natural objeft; a pleafure is 
perceived from the refemblarice, which 
die iinitation has to the original i the 
imagination, I conceive^ can have no plea- 
fare but what refults from one or other 
of thefe caufes. And thefe cAafes operate 
{iretty unifonnly upon all men, becaufe 
' they operate by principles iu riature^ and 
which aw not derived from any particular 
habits or advantages. Mr, Locke very 
juftly and finely obferves of wit, Aat it 
is chiefly converiant in tracing rfcfem-' 
blances; he .remarks at the fame time> 
£ that 
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tbat the bufineia tf judgment U radier in 
finding diiTerences. It may perhaps ^i- 
pear> on thia fuppofitionf tlot lime is no 
material diitin^ioD between the wit and 
the judgmrat, as they both ieem to refult 
irom different operations of the £tmc fa- 
culty of cmparing. But in reali^, whe- 
ih^T they are or are not dependent on ther 
fame power of the mittd> they difier Ca 
wtj mater^ly in many refpefts* tibat a 
peifed union of wife and jw^mentis one 
o£ the rareft things in the world. When 
two diAin^i obje^ an unlike to each 
Qther^ it i» only what we expoS; ; Aingsi 
are in their conunon way j and tberrfoiv 
thc^ mafce no imprelBoa on the imagina^ 
tion: but when two diftin&ot^e&shavc' 
a reierablancc^ we are ftruck^ we attend' 
to them> and we are pleaicd. The mind 
of nun has naturally a far greater alacrity 
and &tisi&dion in tracing rc&mblance» 
ihaa in fearchuig for diffbrcQces ; becaufi; 
hy making refemblances we produce rwip 
vmgtit we unite, we create, we eiJarge 
our 
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tm (lock ; bat in making diftinftipns we 
ofier no ibod at all to tlw imagination j 
the taik itfclf is niore icvcre and irkfomet 
and wbat pleaTure w6 derive &om it is 
Ibmething of & negative and indiret^ na" 
ture* A piece of news is told ine in the 
morning ; this, merely as i pieceof news^ 
as a fa£t added to ray ftock, gi^cs me 
Ibme pleafurCi In the evening I find 
there wai ndthing in it. What do I gain 
hy ihist bat the diiIatisfa£tion to find that 
{ had been impofed upon ? Hence it is 
that men afe much more naturally in? 
clineil to belief than to incredulity. And 
it is upon this principle^ Aat thfcmoftig- 
noranf and barbarous nations hare ire- 
qiKntly excdled in fimilitudes, company. 
Sonsi liiCtaphorSi and allegories, who 
have been weak and backward in diftin-r 
guiihing and ibrting their ideas. And it is 
for a reafon of this kind that Homo- and 
the oriental writers, though very fond of 
fimilitudes, and though they often Arikd 
ttut fuch ad-are truly admirable^thcf &1- 
C 2 dom 
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dom take care to have them exadt ; that 
is, they are taken with the general refem- 
blance, they paint it ftrongly, and they 
take no notice of the difference which may 
b^ found between the things compared. 
Now, as the pleafure of rcfemblance is 
that which principally flatters the imagi- 
nation, all men are nearly equal in this 
point, as far as their knowledge of the 
things reprefented or compared extends. 
The principle of this knowledge is very 
much accidental, as it depends upon ex- 
perience and obfervaiion, and not on the 
ftrength or weaknefs of any natural ia- 
cultyj and it is from this difference in 
knowledge that what we commonly, 
though with no great exatflnels, call a 
difference in Taftc fM'ocecds. A man to 
whom fculpture is new, fees a barber's 
block, or fomeordinary piece of ftatuary ; 
he is immediately ftruck and pleafed, be- 
caufe he fees fomething like an human 
6gure ; and entirely taken up with diis 
likenels, he does not at all attend to its 
defers. 
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defe<as. No perfon, I believe, at the 
lirft time of ieeing a piece of imitation 
ever did. Some time after, we fuppofe 
that this novice lights upon a more artifi- 
■cial work of the fame nature ; he now 
begins to look with contempt on what he 
admired at firil ; not that he admired it 
£ven then for its unlikenefs to a man, but 
for that general Aough inaccurate refem- 
blancc which it bore to the human figure. 
What he admired at different times in 
thefe fo different figures, is ftri^y the 
fame ; and though his knowledge is im- 
prov^ed, hisTafte is not altered. Hither- 
to his miftafce was from a want of know- 
ledge in art, and this arofe from his inex- 
perience J but he may be ftill deficient 
fiism a want of knowledge in nature. 
For it is poflible that the man in queftion 
may flop here, and that the mafter-piece 
of a great hand may pleafe him no morei 
than the middling performance of a vul- 
gar artift ; and this not for want of be.ttfiij 
Qr higher reliih, but hecaufeall men do 
C 3 not 
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not objervtt with fiiffidcnt accuracy on 
the human i^urc to enaJale them to judge 
properly of an imitation of it. And that 
the critical Tafte does not depend upoa a, 
faperior principle in men, but upon fupe- 
rior knowledge, may appear from Several 
inftances. Theftoryoftheancientp^ter 
and the Hioemaker is very well known. 
The ihoemaker jet the painter r^t witit 
j«gard tQ fomo miAakes he had made a 
the {hoe of one of his Egurcs, and which 
the painter, who had not made £jch ac« 
curate ob&rvations on fhocs, and wu 
eoQt^t with a general relemhlance, had 
never obferved. But this was no im* 
peachnwnt to the Tafte of Ukc painter* 
it uily ihewed fon^ want of knowledge 
in the art of making (hoes. Let us imam 
|g>ine, that an anatomift had come into 
the painter's working room. His piece 
|s in general well done, the figure in que- 
ftion in a good attitude* and tha partft 
xvenadjuftcdto their various movements j. 
yi the anatomift, critical in hie art, 
Ipay 
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])M3r obfefve die Iwell <^ feme mufcle 
not quite juft in the peculiar a^on of 
the figure. Hoc the anatomiH obferves 
what the painter had not obferved ; and 
he pa&s by viat the fhoemakerhad re- 
mvked. But a want of the laH: criticfd 
knowledge in anatmny no more K&eQxA 
0n the natural good Talle of the painter, 
6r of any common oWeirer of his piece, 
than the want of an exafl: knowledge in 
the fonnatifHi of a fhoe. A fine piece 
6f a deccJlated head of St. John the Bap- 
tift was fbeWn to a Tufkifh emperor J he 
^Ued m«iy things, but he obferved one 
defeift J he obferved that the fkin did no« 
flirink from the wounded part of the 
neck. Thefujtan onthisoccailoHf though 
his obfervation was veryjaft, difcovered 
no more natural Tafte than the paintef 
who exoruted this ^ecc, or than a thou- 
fand European connoiifeurs who probably 
never would hawe made die fame obfer- 
vation. His Turkifti majefty had iiMeed' 
teeeo weU ac^ainted with that tcrriWc* 
C 4 ipedaclc. 
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{pc&aclc, which the others could only 
have reprefented in their imagination. 
On the fubjefft of. their diflikc there is a 
diiFerence between all thefe people, arir 
ring from the difl^erent kinds aad degrees 
of their knowledge j but there is fomer 
thing in common to the painter, the 
ihoemaker, the anatomiil> and ths 
Turkifli emperor, the pleafiirc arifing 
from a natural obje£t> jib far as eaph per- 
ceives it julHyiipitatedi the latisfadlionih 
feeing an agreeable figure ; (he fympathy 
proceeding from a ftriking and affecting 
incident. So kr as Tafte is natural, i% 
is nearly common to all. 

In poetry, and other pieces of imagina- 
tion, the iame parity may be obferved. It 
is trucj that one man is charmed with 
Don Bellianis, and reads Virgil coldly i 
whilft another is transported with the 
Encid, and leaves Don Belj janis to childr 
Ten . Thefe two men feem to have a Tafte 
very different from each other j but in 
iaft they differ very little. Jn both tbefr 
piccesj 
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pieces, which in^ire fiich oppofite fentt- 
mcntsi a tale cxdting admiration is told j 
both are full of a*ftion, both are poffion- 
atej in both are voyagfes, battles, tri- 
umphs, and continual changes of fortune 
The admirer of Don Bellianis perhaps 
does not underftand the refined language 
of the Encid) who, if it was degraded 
iflto the ftyle of the Pilgrim's Progrefs, 
might feel it in all its energy, on the 
feme principle which made him an ad- 
mirer of -Don BcUianis, 

In his favourite author he is not fhock- 
cd with the continual breaches of proba- 
bility, the confufion of times, the of- 
fences againft manners, the trampling 
upon geography j for he knows nothing 
of geography wid chronology, and he 
has never exanvned the grounds of pro- 
bability. He perhaps reads of a fliip- 
v?reck on the coaft of Bohemia i wholly 
taken up with Co intereiling an event, 
wd only folicitous for the fate of his 
h*;ro, he is not in tl^e Jeaft troubled at 
this 
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this extravagant blunder. Porwhyihould 
he be fliocked at a fhipwredc on tht 
coail of Bohemia, who does not know 
but that Bohemia may be an ifland in 
the Atlantic ocean P and aftCT all, what 
reile^on is diis on the natural good 
Taftc of the perfon hcfe fuppofed I 
So far then as Tafte belongs co the ima- 
. gination, its principle is the fame in aH 
men ; there is no dliTerence in the man-* 
ner of their being affeded, nw in th& 
caufes of the affe^<m j but in the Jegrea 
tiiere is a diiference, which ariies from 
two caufes principally; either from a 
greater degree of natural fenfibility, cm- 
from a defer and longer attention to tlie 
objoft. To illuflrate this by the proce- 
dure of the fenies in which the lame dif- 
ference is found, let us fiippoije a very 
finooth marble taHe to be fet before two 
men ; rfiey both pereeive it to be finooth» 
and they are both pleaf«l with it becaufe 
of this quality. So far they agree. But 
fuppofe another, snd after that another 
table. 
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ttbk, the Utter AiU jhioother than die 
£}nner, to be fet before them. It is now 
rery probable that thefe men, who are £0 
ftgreed upon what is iinooth, and in the 
pleaJjire from thence, wiU di&gree when 
they cemie to fettle -which table has the 
advantage in point of poliib. Here is in* 
deed the great diiTerence between Taftes, 
when men come to compare the excefs or 
£minution of things which are j udged by 
degree and not by meafttre. Nor is it 
taffy when fudi a dificrence ariies, to 
jettie the point, if the exceis or dimi- 
nution be not glaring. If we differ in 
opinion about two quantities, we can 
have recourie to a onnmon meafure, 
which may decide the quefticm with the 
Btmoft exaftnefs; and this I take it is 
what gives mathematical knowledge a 
greater certainty than any other. But in 
dungs whofe excefs is not judged hy 
ipcafter or finallor, as finoothnel^ and 
roii^luie&, hardne& and foftnefi, dark- 
M^ and light, the ihades of colour^ ail 
thefe 
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thefe.are veiy eafily diiUnguifhed when 
the difference is any ^vay conlidcrable, 
but not when it is minute^ for want of 
ibme common meafures which perhaps 
may never come to be difcovered. In 
thefe nice ca^^ fuppofing the acuteneis 
of die fenfe equal, the greater attention 
and h^bit in fuch things will have the 
advantage. In the queftion about the 
tables, the marble-polilher will unques- 
tionably detennine the moft accurately. 
But notwithftanding this want of a 
common meafure for fettling many dif-^ 
putes relative to . the fenfes and their 
ref»-cfcntative the ini^nation, we find 
that the principles are . the iame in all, 
and that there is no diiagreement until 
we come to examine Into the pre-enu-< 
nence or difference of things, which 
brings us within the province of th^ 
judgment. 

So long as we are converlant with the 

fcnfible qualities of things, hardly any 

more than the imagination feems con-i 

cerned 4 
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eemed ; little more al£> than the ima^- 
nation feans concerned when thepaffions 
are reprefcnted, becaufe by the force of 
natural fympathy they are felt in all men 
without any recourie to realbning, and 
their juftne& recognized in every breaft. 
Love, grief, fear, anger, joy, all thefe 
paffions have in their turns afFeftcd every 
mind; and they do not affeft It in an 
arbitrary or cafual manner, but upon cer- 
tain, natural, and uniform principles. But 
as many of the works of imagination are 
not confined to the reprefentation of 
fcnfible objefts, nor to efforts upon the 
paflions, but extend themielves to the 
manners, the charaders, the a^ons, and 
defigns of men, thar relations, their vir- 
tues and vices, they come within the 
province of the judgment, which is im- 
proved by attention and by the habit 
of realbning. All thele make a very 
CQulidei:!^ part of what are coniidered 
as the objects of Taftej and Horace 
fends 
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&nd$ us to the fchools of philofbphy 
(tnd the World for our iiiAru^iion in 
them. Whatever certainty is to be ac- 
quired in morality and the fcience of 
life } juft the fame degree of cerbunty 
have we in what rdates to them ifl 
works of imitation. Indeed it is for 
the moft part 1ft our ^ill in matinefs, 
and in the obfeiVances of time afid piace* 
and of d<:cency iA general, which is 
Only to be learned in thofe fchools to 
which Horace recommends us, that what 
is called Taftc byway of dilHnftion, cOn- 
fifts i and which is in reality fto othcf 
than a m6re refined judgment. On tha 
whole it appears to me, that what U 
called Tafte, in its moft general accepts-* 
tion. Is not a fimple idea, but is partly 
made up of a perception of the primary 
pleafures of fertfc, of the fecondary pl^-* 
fures of the imalgination, and of the con-* 
elufions of the realbning faculty, con-' 
cerning the various relations of thcfe, and 
3 con- 
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conccnung the human paffious, man-*, 
nersj and aAions. All this is reqt}i£te 
to fiwm Tafte, and the grcmnd-work of 
all thefe is the fame in the hmnan mind^ 
for a« the fcnies arc' the great originals of 
all oar ideas, and confquently of all our 
pleafures, if they are not uncertain and 
artntrary, the whole ground -work of 
Tafte is common to all, and dierefore 
dia« is a fufBcient foundation for a con- 
dufive rea&ning on tl^e matters. 

WhUft we confidcr Tafte merely ac- 
cording to its nature ^d ipecies, we ftiall 
find its principles entirely uniform ; but 
die degree in which theft principles prc- 
%ul in the fevcral individuals of man-- 
kind, is altogether as different as the 
principles tlkem&lyes are fimilar. For 
feifibility and judgment,, which are the 
qualities that compose what vfe com* 
monly call a 7'^^> vary exceectingly in 
various people. From a defeft in the 
fbriricE of ihefe qualities,- a;^ies a want 
of 
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of Tflfte ; 1 weakneis in the latter, con*' 
IHtutes a wrong or a bad one. There 
are fome men formed with feelings fo 
blunt, with tempers fo cold and phleg- 
matic, that they can hardly be laid to be 
awake during the whole courfe of their 
lives. Upon fuch peribos, ^e moft 
ftriking obje<^ make but a faint and ob>- 
icure impre£ion. There are others to 
continually in the agitation of gro& and 
merely fenfual pleaiiires, or fo occupied 
in the low drudgery of avarice, or fo 
heated in the chace of honours and di^ 
tindtion, that their minds, which had 
been ufed continually to the ftorms of 
thcfe violent and tempeiluous paffions;,. 
can hardly be put in motion by the deli^ 
cate and re£ned play of the imagination^ 
Thefe men, though from a different 
caufe, become as ilupid and inienlible as 
theformer; but whenever cither of thefe. 
happen to be ftruck with any natural 
elegance or greatnels, or with thefe qua- 
lities 
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Btitts in any «roric of ai;t,* ttey are moved 
npon the fame principlei 

The catife of a wrdrtg Tafte is a de- 
frS of Judgment. And this may arifo. 
from a natural weaknefs of linderftand-' 
irig ■ (in whatever the flrength of that fa- 
culty niay confiil)/ or> which is much 
more commonly th^ cafe, ilritay arife 
from awant of a properand well-diredfed 
eicercife, ■ which alone can make it ftrong 
and ready; Befides that igndraftce, inat- 
tention, prejudice* i-aihftcfs, livity, Cfbfti- 
nacyi in fhort, all thofe paffionS, andall 
Aofe vices whicH ficFvert the judgment 
in other matters^ prdjudice it no. lefs iii 
this its more refined and tfegant province. ■ 
Thefe cauies produce t&fFererit opinions' 
upon every thing which is iuj .dbje.dt. of 
the underflahdingi widiout inducing W. 
to fuppdfe^^ihat there are no fettled prin-J 
aiples of realbn. And indeed 6n th* 
whole ctfie may obferve, that there iS- 
father Itls difference upon matters of*- 
Tafte among mankind, than upofi moft 

D 9i 
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«f thofe which d«f*nd ttpon die naked 
reafoiii andthitmenncfiirhctter agreed 
on the extelleuce ef » dcfiriptun in Vir- 
gil, than on the truth.^r Elfidiood of a 
iheoiy of Ariilollc. 

A reAitu je «f jadgineBt in the arts,, 
which may he caStd a goodTaJle, does 
in 4 great mca&n depend upcB fenfibi- 
lity; hecauft if dK mind haa nobentto 
the pleafures of the imagination, it will 
nevef apply it^ fitSiciently to works <if 
tl¥it fpecies (pac^wireacompcKnt know- 
ledge is tboai. Bat tbou^ a degree of 
^nfibility it nquifite to fimnagood judg- 
ment, yet a good judgment does not ne- 
qeSvily arife feom a quick fenfibiSly of 
pleafotei it iieqBcntly Itappou that * 
very poor JQ(%e, mci^ fay /force of a 
greater comfjetional lenfihtUty, is more 
aiieOed by a very poor piece, than the 
beft judge by the mod perfeai for a* 
every thing new, extraordinary, grand, 
Qc pafiionate, is well cakukted to aSaSt 
iiKhaperiona and that die &alts do not 

w - a&a 
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ai^ him/llisplufimis inare pure and 
inunixtd) >nd it it U mdrely i pleifinc 
ef th> utuginttion, it is much Ingfacf 
tluii iOf «4iich is iovrti from a reait 
(dd* ef tht jadgtneatt <hc jiidgment is 
&r the grmtcr pstt eot^dajred in thrott'- 
ing 4u<>i>l>i>g blocks itt the v/t^ of the 
iotagiiiUiinl) ill diffipatii^ the femes of 
lt« enchutment/ am) in tjing at down 
46 the di^greeabte yoke of our reaibn^ 
tar dikjtft ih« onty pk^uie that men 
havt in jo^^jK btfttst than o&er^ con^ 
iiils in a ibrt of confcious pride and fupe-' 
tioiity, Which afifes from thinkingright- 
ly; but th^n^ this is an indirect pleafure* 
I plea<bf« which do« not immediatdy 
fefidf frMi die objea which is undet 
ContcmiltatioA. In ths flioniing ef out 
*iys, when the fcftfes are unwoM and 
tend«, when tfae\«'hcd£mahis<WalMifl 
CTety part, and the gloft of novelty fi«(h 
upon all dieohje^Oiat fdrrouiid ds^ how 
bvefyattHaCtimeareour &n£Aiom, bill 
Da how 
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how ialfe and ioaccUrafe tlie juUgmeilti 
wc form' of things ? I defpair of ever re- 
ceiylrig the famejdegrce of pleafure from 
die moft excellent performances of ge- 
nitis-whithl feh at that agci frDni pieces 
which my prcfent judgment regards as 
trifling and contemptible. : Every tri- 
vial caufe cf plcafarc i£ apt to affeft the 
man of too fanguine a compJecion : his 
hppetite is tco keen to fiider his Tafte 
to be delicate ; and he is .in all xd^)e€tt 
what Ovid fays of him&If iii lovie, 

JltfiiHt meum ievihus eer ift v'tolahile ttUsy 
Et femper caufi £/?, eur egsfimper eitum. 

One of this charader can never be a re- 
fined judge } never what the comic poet 
calls eiegdns fsrimrum Jpe^atar. The 
excellence and force of a compolition 
piuft always be imperfe<ftly eftimatcd 
from its efFeA on the minds of any, ex- 
cept we know the temper and chara(5ter 
«f thoiie minds. The moft powerful ef- 

fea* 
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fcds of poetty and mufic have been dif- 
pltyed, and perhaps are ftill difplayed; 
where thefe arts are but in a very lo\^ 
and imperfedl ftate. The rude hearer is 
afleifted by the principles which operate 
in thefe arts even in their rudeft con-* 
dition ; and he is not fkilful enough to 
perceive the defers. But as arts ad- 
vance towards their perfeftion, the fci- 
ence of criticifm advances with equal 
pace, and the pleafure of judges is fre- 
quently interrupted by the faults which 
are difcovered in die n^oil finiihed com- 
pofitions. 

Beforelleave this fubjeft I cannothelp 
taking notice of an opinion which many 
perfons- entertain, as if the Taile were a 
fcparate faculty of the miiid, anddiftinft 
from the judgment and imagination j a 
fpecies of inftintft by which we are ftruck 
naturally, and at the firft glance, with- 
out any previous reaibning, widi the ex- 
cellencies, or the defeats of a compofi- 
<. ^3 *^°"' 
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ti<w. So ftr M tb« iiMfifiati;^ «ad tilt 
fa&as% wc CP)i««rs«di I mi»ve it tnw, 
that tb* KiStm » Utdo <ienWl»<lj b»t 
*hwe iifppfitioB, where d«!onim,wben 
(cngniity are coBeeoiai, in fljort wh<F»^ 
e»« the bed Ttfte iiikn frpin tl^ wvrft, 
1 «m convioccd th^t the underilan^iDS 
operates and nothing elfe i Uvi its ofefSi 
tion is ip reality far from being aVwajn 
fuilden,orwhen it is (iidden, it >! often far 
fiom being right. Menof the beftT»fl« 
bjr confidoatioo, ceme 6eqwntly ta 
dungt thcfe early afid pRcipitaK judg* 
ments which the mind, from i^ averfioil 
K> neutrally and donbt, lores to form on 
the fpot, It is known that the TaAq 
('whatever it is) is Unproved txtMy as we 
jbt^trove our judgment, by ottcndiiig 0«r 
knowledge, by a fleady attention to our 
phjeS, and by frequent «!(ei>dlb. They 
who have not taken thef^ i»clliodil> if 
Aeir Tafte decides quickly, it ii dwaya 
uncertainly ; and their qukkn^ is own. 

■ H 
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log to thor |>refttmption and rafhnefs, 
mA not to aAyfiuldea irrodiMion that ill 
a mometit difpels all dftrknefs frun their 
mi&ds. But they who have cultivated 
that Q>ecie« of knowledge which makes 
the objeA cf Talle» bj d^ees and'ha- 
bitualfy attain not only a foundnefe, but 
k reftdifidtt of judgment* as men do by 
the &me m^ods on all other occifions. 
At firil they are obl^ed to ^11» but at 
kft they read with eafe and with cderi^ : 
but tJijs cefciity rf its operation is no 
proof, that the Tafte is a diftinQ fitculty. 
Nobody I believe has attended the courft 
of a difcuffion, which turned upon mat- 
ters within the sphere of mere naked rea- 
ion, but muft have obferved the extreme 
tcadinefe with which thcwhole procefs of 
the argument is carried on, the grounds 
diicovered, the objeftions raifed and an- 
fwered, and the concluiions drawn fiom 
premifes, with a quicknc^ altogether as 
great a* ihc Tafte can be fuppofed to 
D 4 work 
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work with } and yet where nothing but 
pl^n'reaibn either is or can be fufpe^ted 
to operate. To multiply principles £6v 
every different appearance, is ufelefs, an4 
vnphilofophical too in a high degree. 
. 'This matter might be purfued much 
iarther j but it is not the extent of th<? 
fubjeft which muft prefcribe our bounds,- 
for wliat futyeil do^s not branch out to 
infinity ? it is the nature of our particuIaF. 
fcheme» and the Cmglc point of view in 
\Fhich we confider it, which ought %Qi 
put a ftop to our refearches. 



A PhUo^ 
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, Philofophical Enquiry 

INTO THE 

Origin of our Ideas 

O F T H E 

5uBLiME an4 Beautiful, 

PART I. 

S E C T. I. 
NOVELTY. 

TH E firft and the iimplefl: emotloq 
which we difcoveir in the humaa 

mipd,isCuriofity. Bycuripfity, 
I mean whatever defire we have for, or 
lyhatever pleafure we take in novelty, 
Wefccchildrep perpetually running fron% 
place to place to hunt out fomething 
pewi they cateh with great eagcrncls, 
and 
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and with very little dioice* at whatever 
comes before them; dieir attention it 
cn^ged by every thing* bocauie every 
thing has, in that ftage of life, die'chann 
of novelty to recoounend it. But as thofe 
things which engage us merely by their 
novelty, cannot attach us for any kngth 
of time, curiofity is the moil fuperfictal 
of all the aSeifUonsj it changes its ob- 
je£l perpetually^ it has an appetite whlc|) 
is very fliarp, but very eafily iatisiied ; 
and it has alwayt an appearance of giddi- 
jm&t reftleflhefi* and anxie^. Curiofity 
from its nature is a very adive principle } 
it quickly runs over the greateft part of 
its obje^s, and ibon cxhaufts d^e variety 
^fhich is common^ to b( met with i« 
nature t ^e £une things make frequent 
returns, and th^ return witih teis and lefi 
,of any agreeable eSed, In flrort, the 
occurrences <^ life, by the time we eom^ 
t6 know i^ a Htde, woold be mcapaMe of 
afieftingtfK mind with any other fenfo- 
tions than Aofe of loathing iuid waari- - 
-■ ■' 3 nefs. 
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nefti if many things vera not adapted 
to aflcd the mind by nuODi of other 
powers befides novelty in them, and of 
ether paiHons befides curiofity in our* 
l^vei. Thefi: powers and pafiions {hall 
be conSdered in their jdace. But what* 
ever ^«B$; powers atCi or upon what 
pttnciple foever they affeSi the mind, it 
ts ablbliitely neceflary that they ihould' 
not be exerted in tbofe things which ft 
daily v^jjgar nfe have brought into a 
ftak unafiei^g familiarity. Some de* 
grce of novelty maft be one of the raa* 
terials in evety inftroment which works 
upon the mind i and coriolity blends it-' 
(elf more or le6 with aU our paffions. 

SECT. 11. 
PAIN and PLEASURE. 

IT Anw dMt> aece£&ry towards moTw 
ing dse paffions rfpeojie advanced in 
life to tcty eoniadetaltie degreai, that the 
objefls 
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obje(3s defigried for tlwt purpofe, befide* 
iheir being in fomc meafure new, fliould 
be capable erf exciting pain or pleafur* 
from other caufes. Pain and pleafure are 
fimple ideas, incapaWe of dcfinititm. 
Peopfe are not liable to be riiiftaken in 
their feelings, but they are very frequent- 
ly wrong ift the names they give .them, 
»nd in .their reafonings about them. 
Many are of (pinion, that pain ariies ne- 
ceffariJy-from the removal of fome plea^ 
fore J as they think pleafure does from 
the ceafing or diminution of fome pain. 
For my part I am rather inclined to ima- 
gine, that pain and pleafure, in their moft 
fimple and natural manner of affcfting, 
are each of^^ofitive nature, and by no 
means neceflarily -d^endent on each 
other for their exiftence. The human 
mind is often, and I think it is for the 
moft part, in a ftate neither of pain nor 
pleafure, which I call a ftatc of indiffe-r 
refine. When I am carried from this 
ftate into a ^te -of actual pl^afiire, -it- 
■^ ■ . ' does 
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does not appear ii£ce&ry that I flioidd 
paTs through the medium of any &rt of 
pain. H" in fuch aftaieof indiifepence, 
or cafe, or tranquillit/, or call it what 
you pl?^e, you' were! to be fuddenly en* 
tertained with a concert of lAuikj or 
fu{)po& ibme objeft'of a fine Qiape, and 
bri^t lively colours, to be prefented- be- 
fore ^Qti,; : Of imagine yoiir fiftell is grati-r 
fied with the fragrance o£ 3. rofej w if 
without .any previous thirft you were to 
drink 6f fome pleal^nt kind of winbj oc 
to t^c pf (bme fweetm^ without bping 
hungry; ip all the feyeralfenfes, of hear- 
ing, iineUing, and tailing, you undouht*. 
edly iind. a pleafure j yet if I enquire inti^ 
the iUte of yoUr mind previous to thefe 
gtatifications, you will hardly tell mp 
that they found you in any kind of pain ;, 
or having fatisficd thefcfeveralfenfes witH 
iheir feveral pleafures,. will you fay that- 
any pain has fucceeded, though the pica-, 
fure is abfolutely over f Suppofe, on die, 
other hand, a nian in the lame ftate of 
indifference. 



;,■ Google 



46 On the SDBLIM& 

indi&moe, to nceiRt violent Umridf 
to drink of Ibme bitnr potion, or to h we 
Us an ffounded with £>me hnrili «ii 
gnting imtid; here it no fcmoval of 
pleafuiCi unit yet here it felt, in tntf 
foifi; which is iihStei, ft pain t^eiy diftin' 
goifliable. It may be &id pei^fw, thai 
the pain in thelc caiet had its rife from 
die removal erf' the plealure which the 
nun enjoyed 6efbi«, diou^ that pleafim 
waa of io low a degree as to be perceived 
only t^ the removal. But tl^ litems td 
tne a fnbtilty, that is not diftoveAble in 
natore. For if, previous to the pain, 1 
do not feet any afldal pleafufe, t have AO 
leafoa to judge that any fucb thing etifts; 
fincepleafnre is only pleafiire as icis f^. 
The lame maybe &id of pain, and wl& 
cqual.reaion. lean never perfuodemyftlf 
&at plealiire and pain are mere rdations, 
which can only exiil as they are con-' 
traded ; but I think I can diicern clearly 
Aat there are po&tive pains and plea&resy 
which do not at all d^ndupon eaeir 
other. 
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ddxr. Nothing a more certaaA to my 
own fedings than ^s. There is nothing 
vhich I caadiitii^uilh in my nund with 
taoK tAeattw& than die duce Oatca, 
^ ffidiflfeience, o^fdeafnre, andofpaai. 
Eveiy one of di«fe I can pcrceiTe with- 
out any ibrt ()f ides of its rdatioft tar 
any thing <^. Caius is afflicted widi a 
fit (^ the ^ic } this m«i is a<%iaily in 
ptin ; 'ftretdi Caios upon the rack, hd 
win ftd a much greater pain j but dees 
4b8 pjin <^ die rack uife frran the re- 
nova} of any j^e^ore 7 or is die fit of 
die colic a plea&re or a puo jsft as we 
are {iksled b> confider it ^ 

SECT. IIL 

Tlw difference between die removal of 
PAIN and pofitive PLEASURE. 

WE (ban cany dus propoiltion, yeft 
a ftep ferriier. Wc fliall ven- 
ture to propo&, that. pain, and pleajuc^ 
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are not only, not neceflariljr dependent 
for their ^iftende .oh theii' mutual dimi-* 
nution or removal, but that, in reality^ 
the dimiiiDtion or ceafing ofphsSurt^oea 
not opetztc like pofitive pain ; and that 
die rempval or dimijiutioh ofp»in,in its 
cffedt, has very little rifcmblanfce to ppfr- 
tivc pleaful-e*. The fortner of diefe pro- 
politioQS will, I believe, be mudi Ipore 
readily allowed tb^ the latter ; becauJe 
it i& very evidwit that pleafure, when it 
has run .its .career, fctp va, do^n-very 
nearly \tfjierp it found Us. Pleafure of 
every kind quieUyfabsiies; and when it 
is over, we rekpfe. into indifference, or 
rather we fall into a foft tranquillity, 
which is tinged with the agreeable co- 
lour of the former fe'nlation. I own it is 
not at firfl view ib apparent, that the re- 
moval 

• Mr. liocke [Eflay on human underftanding^ 
L J. c, 20- (eQ, lO.] thinks that the removal or Icf- 
ffining of a pain is Confidered and operates as % plea- 
fure, and the lofa or diminifhing of pleafure as ai 
pain. It is this opinion which we conJider here. ' 
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fnoval of a great pain does not refemWe 
JMifittve pleafure i butlet iis r«X)lle£t iii 
whatftate we have found our minds up- 
on efcaping fome imminent danger, pi* 
on being releafed from the leverity of 
fome cruel pain. We have on fuch oc- 
cafions found, if I am not much mif^ 
takeni the teriiper of our iriinds' in a 
tenor very remote from that which at- 
tends the prefen'ce of pofitive pleafure j 
we have found them in a ftate of much 
fobriety, imprefled with a fehfe of awe, 
in a fort of tranquillity fliadowAl. with 
' horror. The fiifliion of the countenance 
and the gefture of die body on fuch 6c-* 
cafions is fo correfpondent to this ftate 
of mind, that any perfon, a ftranger to 
the caufe of the appearance, would ra-* 
ther judge us under fome conftemationj 
than in the enjoyment of any thing like 
pofitive pleafure. 

fl( J"' tirtr itrJ^p" (tin flrtwen hteSa, «■' in ««Ifii ; 
t^ltt xalftK-lHCftf. AhhuV l^/XtTO J'nfiav, 
^J'eft tf »fy*is, Sit^Cat J^'iX^ H<y«ipa/I»(. 

Ili«d. 4. 
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Jt vAt* a wrtttbf vih» canjitmt »fhU ^wv* 
Pvrfiudfir mwJerfitm bh tutnn tiau, 
^ufi gamt fim frm^tr, bratthUfit pak, miuat'i ; 
M gtxUf off wmdtr f 

This flriking appearance <^ the man 
whom Homer fappoies to have jnft es- 
caped an imminent danger, the ibrt of 
mixt paflion of terrur and furpriae^ with 
which he affe<^ the Jpeftators^ painu 
very ftrongljr ^e manner in which we 
iind our&lves affedxd upon occaiionfr 
any way fimilar. For when we have 
fulFered from any violent emotion, the 
tnind naturally continues in fomething 
like the fame conditicHi, after the caule 
which firft prodm^ it has ceaied to ope- 
rate. The tofflng of the iea remains after 
the ftorm; and when this remain of 
horror h^ entirely fiibfided, all the paf^ 
fion^ which the accident raifcd, fiiUide» 
along with it i and the miHd rettirns to 
its ufual ftate of indifference. In fliort, 
plea^r^ (I mean any thing either in the 
inward 
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tfl^j^ f^q^tipn. Of in the outwaM apr 
fiearaticf, \}]f.p f^p^nn from a pofitire 
Gftj^) h^ never* I toi^e^ iti brigi^l 
^919 ^ fto^ov|2 of pain o^ dangerj 

S E C tv iV; 

Df DELIGHT and PLEASURE^ as 
Qppolibd to each other. 

Btj t (ib4l we tiierefoi-e %( that thi 
fcmov^ of pain of its diminutiqa 
is always ^ply painful ? en* affirm diat 
the c^jl^on or tiie leflenipg of pleafur« 
is always attended it£blf with a pleafure f 
By iiQ tiiews. What I advance is no 
more thati diiS; &il> that there ard 
fde^fures and pains of a pofitive and in-< 
dependent nature j and fecondly, thst 
thf! feeling which refUlts from the ceafw 
ing or dinunuiion c^ pain does not bea^ 
i fuiieieot r^c^blance tQ pofitive plea?' 
fifre, to h^ve it eonlider^ as Of the famei 
i^tHfe, or tQ entitle it to be kapwn by 
£ 4 thv 
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theiamename; andthirdly, thatuponthe 
■fame principlethe removal of qualification 
<)f pleafure has no refemblance to pofitivc 
pain. It is certain that the fonner feel- 
ing (the removal or moderation of pain) 
has fomething in it far from diftreffing, 
or difagreeable in its nature. This feel- 
ing, in many cafes Co agreeable, but in 
all fo different from pofitive pleafure, has 
no name which I know ; but diat hin- 
ders not its being a very real cme, and 

, very different from all others. It is mc^ 
certain, that every fpecies of fatisfaftion 
or pleafure, how different ibcver in its 
manner of affefting, is of a jxtfitive na- 
ture in the mind of him who feels it. 
The affeftion is undoubtedly pofitive; 
but the caufe may be, as in this caie it 
certainly is, a fort bf Prhafion. And it 
is very reafonable that we fhould diftin- 
guilh by fome term two things fo diftinft 
in nature, as a pleafure that is fuch Am- 
ply, and without any relation, from that 

.pleafure which cannot exift without a 
relation. 
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, fiction, ^d that too a relation to pain. 
Very extraordinary it would be, if thefe 
afi^eAions, £0 diAinguilhable in their 
caujfes, fodiff^^nt in their eiFefts, {hould 
be confounded with each other, becaufe 
vulgar ule has ranged them under the 
iame general title. Whenever I have 
occaiion to fpeak of this fpecies of rela- 
tive pleafure, I call it Delight-, and I 
fhall take the beil care I can, to ufe that 
word in no other fcnfc. I am fatisfied 
the word is not cpmrngnly uicd- in this 
appropriated fignification j bbt I thought 
it better to .take up a word already 
known, and to limit its fignification, 
than to introduce a new one which, 
woidd not perhaps incorporate fo well 
with the laiguage. I {hould never have 
prefumed the leaft alteration in our, 
words, if the nature of the language, 
framed for the purpofes of bufinefs rather, 
than thofe of philofophy, and the nature, 
of my fubjefl: that leads me out of the 
common track of difcourfe, did not in a 
E 3 manner 
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manner necetllute bit tb It. I thdl 
tiiake tt& of thi« libenjr With dl ^fflbfe 
i:aution. As I mak« ufe of the i^<)td i}^ 
f/^;^/ to expreis the feh&tioii ^vhich sU;-> 
fcsmpahies the rembval bf [iaiii of daft- 
^r; fi) When t fpe^ df pttHtite ^a> 
fure, t fliall for the mbft {laH cUl it Bfll'- 
piy P/ea/itre. 

SECT. V. 
JOY ahd G k 1 E fr, 

11" ihuft be obferred, that the ceBkUoh 
of pleafure affcfts the mind thl*«i 
ways. If it Kittply cSafes, after havjrtg 
continued a proper time, the effect ife ^»- 
itfferencii if it be abruptly btokKi) 6% 
^ere enfues an uneafy fcnfe calted dijhp^ 
■ fvnfment; if the objeft be fo totally loft 
that there is no chance of enjoying it 
again, a palGon arifes in the thind, which 
is called griefs Ko*, there is none of 
jhrfe, not fV?n g-ief, which is the moit 
yiolcpt, 
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nolent, ^sot I think has any refemblaoce 
topt^tircpain. The pw&n who grieves^ 
l&fierE his piilion to grow upon him; 
he indidges it, he hsves it : but ths 
tKtar happOas in the afc of afhial pain, 
trhidi no nun era willingly ^dured fcx 
utyconUdbraiiBe time. That grief fhould 
belriHmgly etidured> diou^ £u- from & 
limply pleaiing fenlation, is not fo dilfi>- 
cult to be underftood. It is the natute 
of gritf td bop its objea pcrpctnally in 
its eye, to prelfeht it in its mcrflplcaiur- 
ibtc vitws, to repeat all the circum- 
Aances Aat attend it, even to the laft 
minutenefsj togo back to every partiai- 
lar enjoyment, to dwell upon each, and 
to find a thoulknd new perfe(3:ions in all, 
that were not fiifficiently underftood be- 
fore; m grief, the/Z^^r^ is ftillupper- 
moft i and the affiiiftion we fuffer has no 
re&xtiblance to abiblute pain, which is 
always odious, and xvhich we endeavour 
■to ifhake off as foon as poffible. Tbe 
Odyfley of Homer, which abounds with 
£ 4 fa 
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fo many natural and> a^SFedmg images, 
Jias none more ftriking tban thofe which 
Menelaus raifes pf thecalamitods fate of 
his friends, and his own.maRncr of feelr 
.ing it. He owns indeed, that he often 
• gives himfelf feme intermiffion from fuch , 
melancholy -refledlions J butheobfcrves 
too, that melanchply as they arc, they 
-give him pleafiire, ... 

Il»?L?i4Mi{ tv layA^tvi x«dti//f»r tfttttcpiTir 

Jlautfi^i' a/-^ii^t /( K'Cft nfvtefn yit^t. 

Still infiart intervah of pleating woe. 
Regardful of tht friendly duet I noe, 
■J to the ghriaut dtady for ever deea-y 
Indulge the tribute cf a grateful tear, 

HoM. Od. 4. 

On the Other hand, when we recover our 

health, when we efcape an inmiinent 

ganger, is it with joy tha| wc are affedt- 

edf 
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«(1? The ienie on theTe occasions is ^ 
from that finooth and voluptuous &tisfac- 
tion which the ^ured proipefl of plea- 
fure beftowG. The delight which arifes 
fo)m the modifications of pain, confefles 
the ftock from whence it iprung^ in its 
ibUd, AroDg> and ievere nature. 



SECT. VI. 

Of the paffions which belong to SELF- 
PRESERVATION. 

MOST of the ideas which are ca- 
pable of making a powerfiil im- 
preflion on the onind, whether fimply of 
Pain or Pleafure, or of the modifica- 
tions' of thofe, may be reduced- very 
nearly to thefe two heads, felf-preferva-' 
tion and fociety ; to the ends of one or 
the other of which all our paffions are 
calculated to anfwer. The pafli^ons which 
foncemfelf-prefervation, twia moftly on 
pain 
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pain or daitgtr^ The idus xiffiHHt JiA>- 
fii^i ind tiattfii KUUie fiaindtvith'(lnRi|; 
cmotidns of hotrcn- $ but ^ tad itaith, 
diough they put us lA a capacitj of be^ 
ing e&£ted with pkafure^ tbejr mlkc no 
^ich in^rreffiidn b^ dm lin^ile ^ifoyMieHlft. - 
The paffionS dierdbre ^riuch »c toilvtr^ 
iant about the prefervationoftheiiidivi- 
dua]» turn chiefly on pain and tianger, and 
tiiey are the tnoH pcAipekful of all the 
paHions. 

SECT. VII. 
Of die SUBLIME. 

WHatt*^ is fitted in any STort to e*i. 
cite the ideas of pain, aaddui*- 
gcr, that is to lay> whatever is in any 
fort tferribte, or i& ctAivedant about ter". 
tiblc lotgefts, "or operate ih a attanntt 
6'nak^a& to ttt^or, is a iburcx of the 
fUbMei thai is, it iis produ^ve of die 
flrpogeft 
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Rifcmgen: empltbh #hich die miiid is ca^ 
J*aHe of feeling. I fay the ftroftgeft Wiib* 
tidn. becaufe I aiti iktisfied ffie ideas t^ 
^n are niuch taoit [rawerfiil fhaA thbfb 
!k^uc& ent^ oh Uib j^l of |>le^ur«v 
Without ill d&tibti tht t<Mlngiit6 whidl 
iri mif bk teadfe to mfl%r> ar6 fiitich 
^tfei- In theif rffe^ bh Ihfe bfody a&4 
tnind-, thah any pl^ures ^hidl ^^ molk 
learned Vblupiuary ebuM ruggeft> or ihaii 
the livelieft imagination* and the moft 
found and CTxiuifitely feafible body could 
enjoy. Nay I am in great doiibt whether 
any tnan could be found who wduld Sam 
a life of the moft p^ff^ fiitisfad^ipn, at 
the price of ending it in the torment*, 
#hich julHce ihflifted iA a fe^ hours oii 
fhfe Idle unfoftiuiate frtgicide iii France. ■ 
But as paih is ftrbhgei- ia its 6p6rati^ 
than Jjltdiire, fo deaA is in gferieral i 
much ttiote afffeCKng i<le4 than paiifi ; t«^ 
raufe there ate vefy ffew pwis> hia'** 
Svtr fcxquifite, WMch 'ari iic* plresr 
^rrtd tp ^eaJchi hay^ what ^enUf 
tnakq; 
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makes pain itCclf, if I may {ay fo, more 
painful, is, that it is coniidered as an 
emiiTary of this king of terrors. When 
danger or pain preis too nearly, they are 
incapable of giving any delight, and are 
£mply terrible i but at certain diftances, 
and with certain modifications^ they may 
be, and they are delightfid, as we every 
day experience. The caufe of this I fba]! 
endeavour to inveftigate hereafter. 



SECT, vni. 

Of the pafHons which belong to 
SOCIETY. 

TH E other head under which I 
clafs ourpanions, is that of^ 
fkry, which may be divided into two 
forts. ' I. The focietyofthejfiA:w,which 
anfwcrsthepurpofcsofpropa^tioni auj 
next, that more general focietyt whicl\ 
we have with men and with- other ani-^ 
mals, and which we may in fome' fort 
be 
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be fiid to have even with the inanimate 
world. The paffions belonging to the 
prefervatiohof theindividual,tum wholly 
on pain and danger ; thofe which belong 
to generation, have their origin in grati- 
fications and //ifij/arM; the pleafure moft 
direftly belonging to this purpofe is of a 
lively charafter, rapturous and violent, 
and confefledly (he higheft pleafure of 
fenfe i yet the abfence of this fo great an 
enjoyment, fcarce amounts to an uneali- 
nels; and except at pmticular times, I 
do not think it aifefts at all. When men 
dcfcribe in what manner they are affefted 
by pain and danger j they do not dwell 
on the pleafure of health and the comfort 
of fecurity, and then lament the /o/s of 
tfiefeiatisfeaions; the whole turns upon 
die aftual pains and horrors which they 
endure. But if you liiten to the com- 
plaints of a for&ken lover, you obferve, 
that he infifts largely on die pleafures 
which he enjoyed, or hoped to enjoy, and 
en the pafeftion of the objed of his de- 
fires; 
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Sres ) it is tbf fgfi whi':)> is >\wm^ ufif 
^rniofl in his qiin^- The violent ?|> 
fo£ts produced by love, which has ibm^r 
limes bpen even Wrought up to madae&f 
19 no pbje^^ioi} to the ntle which we ie^ 
to eflablifh. Wliep nien have fi(Scre4 
their imsginftioiis to be long affeftq} 
with *ay idea, it (bwhoU)' engtofe tli«ji 
^ to diut out by degree almoil pverj 
other, and to break down every partitictq 
ofthpniindwhi<^WQol4oQpfincit. ^y 
iflea is fufficieat fof 4<: piupqff, as it 
evident ff^ia the infinite variety of fiit(^ 
vhich give tije to madneTs : but this ^t 
?wft Ptn only prove, thM the paffiqn ^ 
Ipvp is capable of producing very extrf^ 
Ofdinary ffk&f, npt(^ its extraordinaiy 
«B0ti9BS have^iy wn^ftjraiwitbpog* 
tive p!|i|)s. 
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SECT. IX. 

The finvX cdjjf? of the diffcitn?^ between 
the paiTiqnsbeJonging to SELF-PRE- 
SERVATION, Wd thofcwWcb r^^ 
gard th? SOCIETY of Ow SEXES, 

THE final cau& of the di^erencs 
In eh&M&ev between th^ pafTionG 
wlUch regard iblf'-prdermtimi, and thoft 
which are direfisd to ihs inultipUcation 
of thf %ocios, vUl iUuflfftte the foregor 
ingicmaricsyetfortbn'j asditis, limai^ 
^ne, worthy of ob^rvaUon even opon 
its own account. As thp pefformaAce 
of our duties of every kind depends up-^ 
on life, and die parfo^ining them with 
vigour and efficacy depends upon beilth^ 
we are v^ i^roagly affei^ed vith whatir 
ever threatens the de£bra£lion of either ; 
hut a$ we were not made to acquielcc 
in liie and health, tba fimplo enjoy-t 
Bwnt of them is not attended with any 
3 ' real 
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real pleafure, lcft» Cttisfied with that, vr6 
ihould give ourfelVes over to indolence 
and ina£Uon. On the other hand, the 
generation of mankind is a gfeat purpofi, 
and it is requilite that men (hould be 
animated to the purfuit of it by feme 
great incentive. It is therefore attended 
with a very high plealiire; but as it is 1^ 
no means defigned to be our conflant 
bufinefe, it is not fit that the abfence of 
this pleafure ihould be attended with any 
confiderable pun. The difference be- 
tween men and brutes in this point, 
feems to be remarkable. Men are at all 
times pretty equailly difpofed to the plea- 
fures of love, becaufe they are to be 
guided by reafon in the time and man- 
ner of indulging them. Had any great 
pain ari&n from the want of this fetif- 
faCtiony reafon, I am afraid, would find 
great difficulties in the performance of 
its ofiice. But brutes who obey laws, 
in the execution of which their own rea- 
son has but little Ihare, have their ftated 
feafons; 
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Teaions ; at Tuch times it is not improbable 
that the fen&tion from the want is very 
trouble£)mej becaufe the end muft be 
then anfwered> or be miiTed In manyj 
perhaps for ever j as the inclination re* 
turns only mth its ieaibn< 

S E C T; X 
Of B E A U T Y. 

THE pafHon which belongs toge^ 
nera.tiofi> merely as fuch, is luft 
only. This is evident in brutes, whofe 
paffions ate more unmixed, and which 
purfue difeir purpoles more direiftly thail 
ours. The only diftinftion they obferve 
with regard to their matds, is that of 
fexi It i« true, that they ftick fevcrally 
to their own Ipecies in pref^ence to all 
others. But this preference, I imagine^ 
does not arife from any fenfe of beauty 
which they find in their fpiecies, as Mn 
Addifon fuppofes, but from a law of ibm« 
F other 
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ether kind to winch they are fiihjed-j 
iad this we may &iriy conclude, fraai 
ibek- appirent want of choice amongft 
thofe objeAs to v^cfe the barriere of 
iksii ^Mcies hare coniined them. -But 
man, who is a creatwe adapted (o a 
greater variety and intricacy of rdation, 
conneds wjth *e general paffion, the 
idea of ibme ^y&of/ qualities, which di- . 
re£i and hoghten die aj^ie^ which he 
has in common with aD other animals ; 
and as be is not dcfigned like diem to 
fir* at large, it it fit that hefhoidd have 
fimtthijig M create a fR&renoe, and fix 
hi»choicei and dua in genersd fhould be 
fefne ien£hkqu^ity^ asnoodiercaaib 
quicldy, fopowerfiiDy, orfe fcrely ppo- 
dnce its eflia. The objea therefore of 
this mixed palliea which we call love, is 
die iemay cf die Jrx. Men are carried 
to the &x in general, as it is thcfex, and 
-by the common law of nature J butdiey 
arc attached to particulars by perfonal 
temty, I call beauty a Ibcid quality : 
S foE 
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for where wcbneti aJid^neia, ^d not dnly 
they, but when other aiiimals give us d 
ien& «£ joy and pkafbre in bdiolding 
them, (and there are many that do fo)^ 
t^ey iaQ»tt us mtb &ntunents of ten* 
dbiaric i^jod iScdaiau ttMvards their per- 
fanni lyeiiketohaffctbemh6at-tu,ani 
it% cat<»' willingly ioto a )ufid of relation 
tndi <^ulin, unie& we &ould have ftrbng 
teafons to tie edntrary. But to what 
^d* M mahy fafeSt Uiis w^s delignedj 
i «da unable to diiicnveri for I fee 00 
p«alci' reftfoli for a connection between 
imul Asd &T*ral animals who afe attired 
n ib ^^agiag a manner^ than between 
him aisd fome o^ers who entii^y Svant 
tbi$ attraction, or poffds it in a far 
Weaker degree^ Bat it is probable, thail 
FroytdeDcc did hot make even ^lis dif- 
tiA^oo« but \Vith a view to Icmc ^caC 
Qodf though we cannot percei;^ diilin<5Uy 
«}xat it is, as Ms wiJHom is not our wii^ 
dom« nor ow ways his ways, 

F * s E c r. 
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SECT. XI. 
SOCIETY and SOLITUDE, 

THE fecond branch erf" the fecial 
paiHbns, is that whidi adminiilers 
to fociety in generd. With regard to 
this, lobferTc, that fociety, mcrety as 
fociety, without any partigular heighten- 
ings, give us no pofitive pleafure in the 
enjoyment j but abfolutc and entire,_^A- 
tudcy that is, the total and perpetual ex- 
clufion from all fociety, is as great a po- 
fitive pain as can almoft be conceived.' 
Therefore in the balance between the 
- pleafiire of general focktyy and the pain 
of abiblute fblitnde, pain is the predomi- 
nant idea. But the pleafure of any particu- 
lar £x:ial enjojrment outweighs very confi- 
derably the uneafineiis cauftd by the want 
of that particularenjoyment; fothatthe 
ftrongeft fcnfations relative to the habi- 
tudes of particular fociety t are fenfations 
of pleafure. Good company, lively con- 
\'erIatioris, 
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vcrfetiorw, and the endearments of friend- 
ship, fill the. mind wiUi great pleafure; a 
temporaiy iblitude, on the other hand, is 
itfelf agreeable- This laay perhafre prove 
riiat we are creatures defigned for con- 
templatidn as wdl as action i fince foli- 
tude as well, as focie^ has its plea&resj 
4S froipt the former obiervation we-.nu^ 
difcem, that an entire life of JbUtifdc; 
contradiiSB the purpofes <Jf "our being, 
fioce death itfelf is fcarcely an id^ of 
moretwTOT," 

. 5 E C T. XII. 

SYMPATHY, IMITATION, and 
AMBITION. 

UNDE^ this denomination of ib- 
ciety, the paflions are of a compli- 
cated kind, and branch out into a variety 
of forms agreeable to that variety of ends 
they are to fcrve in the great chain of. 
' Jbciety. The three principal links in this 
^hain sie^mpaiiy, imitation, and ambition. 
F 3 ■ SECT. 
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SECT, XHL 
SVM r ATif Y. 

rf Is k^ dis fifft of tbofe paffi«»4 d)d¥ 
We enter into th^ c<»)cerfi8 o£ others^ 
dsMwe at« mdved i^ they are tfi<w«4, 
!0id are tav& fufibled to b^ iild^ftrent 
fpfi&a^fs ofaltnoft ^ ih^ i*hkb meA 
C!ffi do or iiiltei'. fpf fympotky mu^ tie 
confidered as a fort of fubftit«tidi>i tiy 
which we a^ put into the place of an-; 
other man; and iSe&ed irt many rc^ 
fpeds 6s he is i^&xdi fo that 0^ p^-^ 
fion may eiAer partake of the nature of 
thofe which regard felf-prefcrvation, and 
turning ti^n pain inay be a feurce of 
the Ail^ime j (a it may torn upoA ideas 
<Jf pletrfure j and then whaterW ha? becft 
ftid of the fecial afle^Ions, whether ^ief 
r^td fockty ifl general, w only fbme 
partieuW modes of it, m^ he appGcaUe 
h^e, It is by this principle chiefly Aat 
ppetry. 
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p(Mty, painCingi^aid other a&Akig arts, 
inaa&e&t th«r paffions fbffn one tveaft 
■to »Htther, and are o^en capable cf 
grafting a delight on wrCtGhc&nefi, mi- 
iery, and death itlelf. It is a comtnoB 
obfervatt(»H ^^ ol^e&s whkh in the 
reality wotdd ihock, are in tragical, and 
fUcb like repreieatations, ^efimrocofa 
very high ^ccie« of pkafiire. This taken 
as a fa^ has been the cau& of much 
teafbnic^ The fittiafit^oB has beeli 
commonly' attributed, firjl, tothecom- 
^t we receive in ccMiSdoring that fit 
mdandwly a ftory is no more thui a fic- 
tion ( aitd next, to the contw^tion of 
oar ovnfiitcdom &om the evils which w« 
feerepreftntedi I am afraid h is aprac- 
tice much too common in inquiries of 
diis nature, to attribute thccauie of feeK 
io^ whidi merely ariie from the raeiha^ 
nical Aru&nre of our bodies* or from dtc 
natural fraoK and conftitntion df oui* 
minds, to certain conduGons of the tea* 
foping facalr)r on the ob^eds prefentod t6 
F 4 usi 
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us; fin- 1 ihould imaginct that the Inflilf 
encc of reafon in producing our pafiioAe 
is nothing near 6i extenfive as it is comv- 
monly helveve^. 

SECT. XIV. 

Thecffefts of SYMPATHY in the 
(liArefles pf others, 

TO eixamine this pc^t cooceming 
the effe£l of tragedy in a proper 
manner, Vre muft previouily conlider^ 
how we are afl^eid by the;fedings c^ 
our fellow-creatures in circumftances c£ 
teal diftrcfs. I am convinced we have a 
-ilegree of delight, and that no finall one, 
in the xeal misfortunes -and pains c^ 
others : for let the affedtion be vi^at it 
will in appearand, if it does not make 
us fliun fuch objedtSf if on the contrary 
it induces us to approadi them, if it 
makes us dwell upon than ; in this cai» 
i conceive we muft have a delig^it or 
pleafure 
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pleafiirt of Ibmc fpecies or other in con- 
templating ol^eGs of this kind. Do we 
not read tiie authentic hiftorks of fcenes 
of this nature with as much pleafure as 
romances or poems, where the incidents 
are fictitious ? The profperity c£ no em^ 
pir^ nor the grandeur of no king, can 
lb agreeably affe£t in the reading, as the 
ruin of the ftate- of Macedon, and the 
diftreif of its unhappy prince. Such a 
catalhophe torches us in hiftory as mudi 
• as the ^ftruftion of Troy does in fable. 
Our delight in cafes of this idnd, is very 
greatly heightened, if the fufferer be 
feme excellent perfon whoiinks under an 
unwordiy fortune. Scipio and Cato are 
both virtuous charaflers; but we are 
more deeply aiFe£ted by the violent death 
rf the one, and the ruin of the great 
caufe he adhered to, than with the de- 
ferved triumphs and uninterrupted pro-!' 
fperity of the other ; for ta-ror is a paf- 
^on which always produces delight when 
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it does not pre& t6o clofe, and pit^ id t 

ftaOton accompanied with pleafiue, be* 

caufe it ah&s from love and ibcia! afiec* 

' . tioB. Whenever we are formed by na*- 

'''^^'^■ii ture to any a&ive purpoic, the paffioo 

, r which animate* ua^ it, is attendoiwidi 

f-".\. d^i^st, or a pleafure «f ibmc kind* let 

i the fubjed matter be what itwills and 

as por C»uor has de^^ied we fiiould be 

united by the bond of fympathy, hi hai 

ibengthened that bond by a [utjpctftion- 

aUe ddight ; and there moft where our 

fympathy is moft wanted, in Uk diftreflet 

of others. IfthispaHionwasfimplypain- 

fid, we would fiiun with the gireateft care 

aUperfonsmidplaces that coaldexdte Inch 

apaffion; as lbme» who are ft> !far gone id 

indolence as not to endure any ftrong im- 

prefllon. aOiually do. But the caic \% 

widely different with. the greater part of 

mankind; there is no ^wftade we 6i 

eagerly parfue> as that of finne uncom-* 

mon and griercms calamity ; £0 ihat 

wheth^- 
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•bedMr themisicinunc h hefeie eatefa, 
i)r whether the^ are tomed hbek to it in 
hiftoiy, it always touches with deU^« 
This is not an nmnixed delist, but 
Mended with no flnall unoifiaefi. Tb» 
ddight we hare in filch things, hindM 
US from (hunning fcenet of nuferyi and 
the {Kun we fee]> jmoipts u« to ittie«« 
Our^ves in relieving thole who Mkt) 
and all this antpeedent to anyieaibnjng, 
if an lAAindi: that works ut to its owq 
fwrptitis without our concuntnce. 

SECT. XV. 
Of the effefts rf TRAGEDY. 

IT is tbas in reilcalamities. In imi-' 
tatcd diAteffes the only difference i; 
Ae pleafurc refolting fism the efieOt of 
imitation ; for it is nenr fi> perfed, but 
we can perceive it is imitatioa. and on 
(hat principle are iiunewhat plea&d with 
it, And indeed in feme caftt we derive 
as 
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flsrmiurhr ormofef^eofureiroin tUittlburce 
than from the thing itfelf. But then I 
im^ine we ihall' be much .miiHten if 
we attribute any confiderable part of Qur 

&Usfat3ionin tragedy to thcconfideration 
that tragedy y» a deceit* and its reprefen* 
t^twns no reaUoes. The nearer it.ap- 
proaches the reality, and the further it 
removes us from all idea of fidtion, the 
mote perfe<ft is it? power, pijfbc its 
power oF what kind.it will, it never ap- 
proaches to what it reprefents. Chufca 
day on which to reprelent the moft fub- 
lime and affefting tragedy -.wc have; 
appoint the moft favourite afters; fpare 
no . f oft upon the fcenes and decOT^- 
tions; unite the greateft efforts ofpoetryi 
painting, and mufic ;. and when you Iwve 
collefted your audience, juft a:t the mo- 
ment when their minds are ereit with 
cxpeiflation, let it be reported thata ftate 
criminal of high rank is on the point of 
being, executed in the adjoining fquarej 
in a mgnjcnt the.emptin?fs "of liie thea-r 
trc 
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tre would dcmonftrate the comparative 
weaknefs of the imitative arts, and pco- 
clsatn Ae triumph of the real fympathy. 
I believe that this notion of our having a 
fitnple pain in the reality, yet a delight 
in ihe reprefentadon,. arifes from hence, 
that we do not fufficiently diftinguifh 
what we would by no means chufe todo> 
from what we ihould be eager enough ta 
fee if it was once done. We delight in 
feeing things, which fo hi from doing 
our heartieft wiihcs would beto'fee re-, 
drefloi. This noble: capital, the pride of. 
Englmid and of Europe, I believe ha 
man is fo ftmngely wicked as to defire' 
to fee deftroyed by a conflagration or an 
earthquake, though he ihould be removed 
himfelf to the greateft diftance from: the 
danger. But fuppofe fuch a fatal acci- 
dent to h^e happened, what numbers 
from all parts would croud to behold the 
ruins,and amongft than many who would 
have been content never to have feen 
London in its glory? Nor is it either in 
real 



;, Google 



78 On the SUBLIME 

lealorfi^tiousd^lTeSes, onr imiwioi^ 
£pcim them wbidi produces our ddi^tj 
in vof owd mind X candiicover ootibong 
like it. lapprdwodthftCtJbifi miibke is 
ewing^saforCof fi^hi&i* by wiuchivt 
are fyeqpeady impeded 9poa t it anie» 
from ournot diftingtufhingbetveeb what 
i? indeed a iHxdTuycooditioa to our do- 
ing oriuffi^mig toy dung ia goural, aod 
what is tlie caufet^ &mc particular a^ 
If a maii kills me with a fword, it is a 
oece^Euy cocditicm to this that we fliould 
have been both <^U3 alive before the £uK; 
and y^ it would be abfiwl to %* that 
our being bol9i \xvmg creattms was the 
caofe of his crime and of my death. So 
it is certain, that it is abiblutely neoeffioy 
my li& fliould Ik out c^ any imminent 

; bazani be&re I can take a dc^htin the 
fuffeiings cf others* real or im^inaryf ot 
indeed in any diing el& frcon any caufts 

- what&ever. But dieo it is a fophiim to 
argue from thence, that this immunity is 
the caufe of my delig^ either on ihefe 
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or on any occafions. No one caa diftin- 
gitiih fiidi a canfe of fittiifaflion in hu 
ewnmiadflfaeUere; mjrvlienwedonot 
fiiffia' any rety acute pain> aor are cx- 
po&d to any i a uniB e n t danger o£ our 
liffBB, we can fed for otfaen, v/bSiA W9 
SaSSa oai^vei ; and <^n tben taa&. 
■when weaxelbAened by afflidum; v» 
ice whh ipf^ even diftrcfies which «q 
would acc^ in the fd^ce of our own. 

SECT. XVI. 
IMITATION. 

TH E fecond pafli<» IwloRging to 
fociety is imitation, <»-, ^ you 
wis, a 'defire of instating* and confe- 
^cntty a pleafure in it. Hiis pinion 
tti(^ &om much ^ &itie cauie widi 
fympad^. For as fympathy makes us 
take B concern in vdiatever men fed, fo 
tfe afl^ftkm [Moinpte us to coj^ what- 
ever tfeey do J and confequoitly we Jiave 
aplea- 
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a pleafure in imitating, and in -whatevet 
bdongs to imitation merely as it is fiicfaf 
without any interventicm of tEe reaibn- 
ing faculty ; but foldy fiom our natilral 
conftitution, which Providence has fram- 
ed in fuch a manner as to find eidier plea-* 
fure or delight according to the nature of 
the ob|e£t> in whatever regards the pur-' 
poies of our ti^eing. It is by imitation* 
&r more than by precept, diat we learn 
every things and what we learn thus, we 
acquire not only more effedtually, but 
more pleaiantly. This forms our man- 
ners, our opinions, our lives. It U one 
of the ftrongeft links of fociety j it is a 
ipecies of mutual ccnripUance which all 
men yield to each other, without con- 
ftraint to themfclves, and which is ex- 
tremely flatteriiig to all. Herein it is 
that painting and many other agreeable 
arts have laid one of the principal foun- 
dations of their power. And fince, by its 
influence on our manners and our paf- 
fions, it is of fuch great confequence, I 
fluU 



;, Google 



einA fefeAUTiifui;. 8f 

fiiall here venture to lay down a njle,' 
which may infonn us with a good de-. 
gree of certainty wHcn we are to attri- 
bute the power brthe' arts to imitation,' 
Or to our pleafure in the ikill of the imi- 
tator merely* and when to fympathy, or 
fome other caiUe in conjunction widi it. 
When Ae objcft reprefcnted in poetry ot 
jpainting is fiiCh as we c6uld hive no de- 
fire of feeing in the reality, then I may btf 
fure that its power in poetry or painting 
is owing to die power of imitation, and 
to nacaufe c^>eratihg in the ^hingitf^. 
So it is with moft of the pieces which the 
painters call fltill life. In thele a cottage/ 
adung^iill, the meaneft and moft ordina- 
ry utenfils of the kitchen, are capable of 
ginng us pleaiiire. But when the objeft 
of die painting or poem is fuch as we' 
fliould run to fee if real, let it aSc&. us . 
■with what odd fort of fenfc it will, we- 
may rely upon it, that die power rf the 
I>ocm or picture is mdre owing'to the pa- 
tare of the thingit&lf than to^he merti 
G effea 
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efl^ofimitatum, or to a confidenitioil 
of the ikill of die imitatorlfDwevercarcd- 
knt. Ariftotle has fpokm £) mu^ ant) 
lb fdidjy upon the force pf imitatipn in 
bis Poetics, that it malEes aoy fiirdiar dif- 
courfe upcHi dw iiibjed the le& oeceC* 
fery. 

SECT. xvn. 

AMBITION. 

ALTHOUGH imitadon isonccC 
the great inftruments uied byPro- 
viikntt in bringing our nature tawudt 
its per&£tion» yetif men gave themfelves 
up to imitation entirely, aiid each foUow- 
pd the other, and fo on in an etemalcircl^ 
it is eafy to fee diat there never coidd be 
any improvemcot amongft diem. Meft' 
muil remain as brutes do, die fame at tha 
end that thof are at thi« day, and thact 
th^ were in the beginning of the world.' 
To preVent this, God has planted in man 
a fien& 
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& fenfe sS. ambition, and a £Ltisfa<Aion 
arifidg fitan ibe cbnteoif^ation of his eXf 
idiiifig^ his icUtnrs in fiimething ^nsel 
nliiable amengft thcnu. It is this paT* 
fioil diu drives dien to 9U the ways we 
lee in ti^ df ^gnalifihg them^Tes* and 
that tetidctdmake w ^liait«eif exc&es in a 
taun the idea ti this diftindidn Co very 
^ea&nt. It has b£en ib ftrohg » td 
m^e vety mUer^e meh take cctmfett 
that they were fiipretne m miicty- ■ and 
certaiti it is, dut where we cannot dif^ 
tinguifh outfdvea by Ibmething excel-^ 
lent, we begin to take a complacency itl 
£}me fingdlat- infirmities, follies^ or de^ 
&ds of one kiiid or o^er. It is on this 
priiicifile that flattery is foprevaleiit -, for 
flattery is no more than what railes in a 
nuui's mind an idea of a pni&reiice which 
hehasnoti Now* whatever, cither on 
good or upon bad^oiindsi tends to raift ^ 
a maii in his own opintony [iroducea 
it fort of dwelling and Uiumph that 
ifi extremdy grateful to the humatt 
G 2 liiindi 
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mind ; and this fwdling is never raore 
perceived, ncu* operates vnih more fbicei 
ilun vdien without danger We are coo- 
ver^t with terrible obje^» the mind 
always claiming to itfelf fbmic part of dtt 
dignity and importance of the thii^ 
which it contonplates. Hence proceed* 
wluit Long^us has ob&rved of that 
glorying and fenfe of inward greatne^ 
tlut always fills the reader of iiidi paf- 
jages in poets and orabirs as are fiiblimej 
it is what every man muft have fdt io 
himlelf upon Tuch occafioQs. 

SECT. xvin. 
The RECAPITULATION. 

TO draw the whole of what has been 
faid into a few diilinS p<Hnts : 
The paffions which belong to fclf-prefcr- 
ration, turn on pain and danger j they 
are fimply painful when their caufes im- 
mediately affeft us J they are delightful 
when 
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vihea vre have an idea of pain and dan-^ 
gcr, Mnthbut being adually in fiich cir- 
cumftances ; this delight I have not'caU<^ 
ed pleafiire,- beeaufe it turns on pain, and 
bec^e it is different enough from any 
idea of pofitivti pleafiire. Whatever ex* 
cites this delist, I csHlX fuhlim. The 
paffi(»l8 belong^g to feLf-|»tfi:rvation 
aie-the ftrongeft of all the paflions. 

Ilie fectwd head to which the paflions 
ar referral with relatitm to their finat 
caufe, is (bciety. There are two forts 
offocieties. The firft is, the ibciety'of 
lex. The palBon belonging to this is 
called love> wd it contains a mixture of 
lufti its objed is the beauty ef women. 
The other is the great fociety with man 
md all odier animals. The p^on fubr 
£nvient to this is called Ukewile Idye, but 
it has no mixture of luA, and its object: 
is beauty ; which is a name I ihaU apply 
to all fnch qualities in things as induce 
in us a ienic of ^^dtiop aqd tendcrnefsjor 
£ki»c otl^ paffion themoft oearly refem- 
G 3 bling 
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bling thefe. The paffion cf low hu h| 
n& in ftofi^vc pleafiirc j h is, like jd| 
things which grow out of pHestfttre, ca-^ 
pable of being mi^ed widi a mode of 
uneaiine&, that is, yrha\ sai Hei^ itd 
•bjea is excited in the mind with an idot 
at the £tme time of having irretrkval^ 
loft it. This mixed &nfe d* fleaJwa 
I have not called fam, becanfe {t tuRM 
upon adual pleajbre> and becai^ it is, 
h&A in its cBufe and in moft of it< c(k6a, 
0f a nature altogether diSereat. 

Next to die genera) paffion we have for 
Ibciety* to a choice in which wc are di- 
refted by the pleafure we have in the ob- 
ject,' the particular paffion under this 
head called fympathy has the greatcft ex- 
tent. The nature c^ (his pa0ion is to put 
Us in the place of another in whatever 
pircuiiM^ce he is in. and to aSc& u$ in 
a like manner ; fo that thispaffion may, 
^ the occafidn requires, t\im either on 
pain or pleafure j but with the modifica- 
^nsnteDtionedi^(e];nec^9^^^. ii. 

-'■■■-.■ ■ ■ ■ A« 
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4tl$.to imitatkni as^ preference, nothing 
mam med be Aid. 

SECT. XIX. 

The CONCLUSION. 

IBdicTcd 6iat an attempt to range and 
methodize fotaa of our moft leading 
poffiofis, vnniMbe & good preparative to 
fack an enqiuiy as ve are going to make 
in the enfuing dHccmrfe. The paffions I 
have mentioned are ahnoft the onty ones 
which it can be neceflary to confider in 
6ur prefent defign ; thou^ ^e nriety 
of the paflions is great, and wordiy in 
^ery branch of diat variety of an atten- 
tive inveftigation. The more accurately 
VK fearch intp the human mind, the! 
ftronger traces wc every where find o^ 
fas wildom who niade it. If a di&oarfe 
on the u& of die parts of the bo^ may* 
t/t confit^red as an hymn to the Creator ; 
& oft of die paffions, which are die 
ofgans of the mind, cannot be barren 
G 4 of 
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of praife to tdm, dot uii{«x)da6iTC to 
ourfelves of that noble and unconunoa 
union of fcicnce and admiration* which 
a contemplation <^ the works of infinito 
wifdom alone can a$)rd to a rational 
inind} ^ulft referring te him whatever" 
we findof rig^> or good, or ^ijioiiT^ 
felves, di£x)vering hi£ ftreng^ acdwi& 
dom even in our own wesknc^ and im^ 
perfefUonj honouring them where -we 
diicover them clearly, uid adonng their 
profundi^ where we are loft in our iearcb, 
we. may be jnquiiitive widiout imp^rci^ 
nence, and eleyatqd without pride ; we 
inay be admitted^ if J may dare to iay {o^ 
into the counfeU of the Almighty by a, 
confideration of his works^ Theelevan 
tion of the mind Qoght to be the princi*. 
pal end of all oqr ftudie$, which, if th^ 
do not in fomc'^eafure cffc&t they arft 
©f very little fervicc to us. But befides, 
tfiis great purpofe, a confideration of the 
r^opale of our paiBonsieems tome very 
Tipcfffsry fof aH who wo^4 aff^d them 

vpoa 
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vpen &^ and fiine principles. It is 
not enough to know them in general ; 
to affbd them after a delicate manner, 
or to jttd^ properly of any work de- 
figned to ifftOi them, we ihould know 
tbe vxa£t boundaries of .their icveral 
jurifilidic»is ; we ihould purfue them 
throu^ an dieir varie^ of operations^ 
tQd pierce mto the inmof^ and what 
mi^t appear inacpoffible p^rts of our 
nature, 

Wi&out all this it is poflible for a man,, 
after a confiiied manner, ibmetimes to 
fiitisfy his own mind of the tradi of 
bis work; but he can never have a 
certain determinate rule to go by, nor 
can he ever make his propditions iiif> 
ficiently clear to others. Poets^ and 
orators, and painters, and thoib who 
cultivate other branches of the liberal' 
jVr^i hayt; without this critical koQWf 
le4^ 
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lcd|e fucceeded vnll iik itiar 'icmnd 
provinces, and will faecced; at anoog 
fltttfiovft durearemany macbiaes made 
and eren iavutted. mtfaout any tctxEk 
knowloc^ of die principles thdy v< 
goTCtned by. It ia, I own^ not law 
I common to be wrong in dieory and 
I rig^t in praAi^; and we'[aar iu^iy 
tlut it k ib. Men <rften a& ri|^ 
fi^Htn their feelings, who aftertranle 
reafen but ill on d»m from prin- 
ciple ; but as it is impoffible to avoid 
an attempt al fodireafiMui^, and equal- 
ly impollible to prevent its having fbme 
sofitrence on om prafiice, furely it it 
worth taking 6xm paim to have it 
joA, Old founded on the baf» of &in 
experience. We mig^t expe& tlut the 
artiib themfelves would have been our 
furcft guides I bnt ^c arcilU have been 
too much occupied in the praj&ioe i the: 
philofophers have done li;de, and whtft' 
they have done, was moiUy wi^ a 
viMf to duirown ichimes ^d fyOximr 
,- - 3 and 
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t»4 ■a.k for dioie ctdlcd crimes, they 
have genenlty feught die role of the 
uts in die wrong pkcej dwy fi>u^t 
it among poems, jM^ures, engrarings, 
ftatucj, miA building. But ait can 
never g^ve die nde& thftt mike an art 
This is, I believe, the reaibn why ar- 
tifts in general, tnd poets principaBy, 
have been con&ied in Sj narrow a 
circle; diey have beeq radicf imita- 
tors of one another than of nature j and 
this with (a f^thful an unifonnity, ant} 
to fi> remote an antiquity, that it is 
hard to fay who gave the 6rft modd. 
Critics follow them, and therefore caq 
do litde as guides, I can judge but 
poorly of any thing whilft I meafure 
4t by no other ftandard Aan itfiSf. 
The trae ftandard of the arts is ia 
fvery niaii's power i and an eafy ob- 
fervation of the miofl: common, £ime- 
times of the meaneft things in nature, 
■^nB pve (he tnieft lights where the 
grea^ ia^acity and induftry that flights 
fucb 
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fudi obfetv^on, mull leave us in th« 
dark, or, what is worie, amufe and mif- 
iead us t^ SaiSs lights. In an inquiry, 
it is almoft ereiy thing to be once in a 
ri^t road. I am &t^fied I have done 
but little by thele obiervati<Mu confider- 
ed in them&Ives ; and I never Aoidd 
have taken the padns to digeft them, 
much left fliould I have ever ventured 
to pubUih them, if I was not convinced 
that nothing tends more to the corrup- 
tion of fcience than to fuflfer it to ftag- 
nate. Thefc waters muft be troubled 
before they can exert their virtues. ' A 
man who works beyond the furface c^ 
things, thou^ he may be wrong himfelf, 
yet he clears the way for others, and 
may chance to make even his errors fub' 
i^ient to the caulk of truth. In the 
following parti I iball inquire what 
things they are that cauie in us . the af* 
fe^tions of the fnblime and beautiful, as 
in this I have conlidered the aiTc^ens 
tii?m:^lye$. J only^dellre one favour; 
that 
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^at no part of this diicourfe may be 
jodged of by itfclf and independently of 
the reft ; for I am fenfible, I have not 
difpoied my materials to abide the teft 
of a captious conlroverfy, but of a ibbcr 
and even forgiving examination; that 
they are not armed at all points for 
batde* but drefl^d to vi£t thofe who arc 
willing to give a peaceftd entrance to 
truth. 



The End of the Firft Part. 
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A 

Philofophical Enquiry 

INTO tug 
.Qkigin of out Idea» 

OP THE 

Sublime and Beautiful. 
P A R T ir. 

SECT. 1. 
Of the paffion caufed by the SUBLIME. 

THE paffion caufed by the great 
and fublime in naturt, when thofe 
aa&s operate moft powerfully, is aito- 
nilbmcnt ; and aftonifhment is that lUte 
of the ibul. in which all its motions are 
fttipended, with ibme degree of horror *. 
In this caib the tniod is fb entirely filled 
with 
• Part I. fea. 3, 4, 7. 
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with its objedtf that it cannot entertaiit 
any other^ nor by consequence reafon on 
that o1>je£t which' empl<^ it. Hence 
ari&s the great power of die iiiblime, 
that £u- (torn being t>rbduc^ by them, 
it anticipates our re^nings, and huiries 
to on by an irrefiftible force. AAonifh- 
ment, as I have laid, is the effed of die 
fublime in its hig^eft degree j die infe- 
rior effdCts are adniiration>remtnc^f and 
rciped. 

SECT, ir. 
TERROR. 

NO pafTion fo eflfeftually robs the 
mind of all its powers of a^Hng 
and reafbiung as fear. * For fear being an 
appreheniion of pain cw death, it operates 
in a manner diat reiembles adual pain. 
Whatever therefore is terrible, with re- 
gard to fight, is fublime too, whether 
this 
•Part 4. fed. 3, 4,- 5, 6. 
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ibis caufe of terrpfj be endued with great- 
hds <^ dioienfiohs or not ; for it is im^ 
pbHible to look on any thing 3s trifling; 
or coritemptible, ^t may be dangeroi^Si 
There are many animals, who though 
hi fix}m being large, are yet capable of 
nifing ideas of the fubUme^ becaufe they 
are confidered as objeAs of tefror } as 
fcrpents and polibnoiis animals of almoft 
all kind§; And to things of great di-^ 
mtofions^ if we annex an adventitious 
idea of terrdrj ihcy become without com* 
fanfon greater. A level plain of a vaft 
extent on land, is cer^nly lio meaii 
idea; theprofped of fuch a. plain may 
be as «lttenii^e as a prolpe^t of tUe oceaii i 
but can it ever lill the mind with any 
thing lb gi*at as the oceaii itfelf? This 
is on^ng to fcVeral caufes, but it is owing 
to noiie more than this, that this bcean is 
an objeft of no fmall terror* Indeed ter-* 
ror is in all cafes whatfoever, cither moro 
openly or latently, the ruling principle 
of the fublime. Scvend languages bear 
H a ftrong 
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a ftrong tdtimony to die affinity of the& 
ideas. They frequendy ufe die £une 
word, to i}gnify indifferendy die modes 
of aftoni/hment or admiration and thoie 
of terror. Qa^^ is in Greek, cither fear 
or wonder ; tTcurac is teirible or refped- 
ibic; ou/«tf, (o reverence or ft) fear. Fie 
Ttar in Latin, is what euStu is in Greek. 
The Romans oied the -ve^Jiupto, a term 
which ftroDgly marks theftate of an ailo- 
niflied mmd, to cxpreis die e6«d either 
of fimple fear, or of aftonifhment i die 
word attonitui (thunder-ihuck) is equal* 
ly expreffive of the alliance of thc&ideas ; 
and do ftot the French eUnnewfent, and 
the EngUih a^Mi/hment and Muzemmtt 
point out as clearly the kindred emotions 
which, attend fear and wonder? They 
who have a mtxe general knovriedge of 
hrngoa^, could produce, I make no 
doubt, many other and equally ftrifciflg 
cxamj^s. 



SECT. 
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SECT. III. 
O B S C U R I T y. 

TO make any thing very terrible, 
oblcurity * feems in general to be 
fieceifary. When wc know the full ex- 
tent of any danger, when we can accuf- 
tom oar eyes to it, a great deal of the 
epprehenfion- vanilhea. Everyone will 
be' fenflMe of this, who cohfidars haw 
greatly nig^t adds to our dread, in all 
cafes of danger, atid how much the nO' 
tidns of ghofts and goblins, of which 
none can form clear ideas, affefl minds, 
which give credit to the popular tales 
concerning fuch forts of beings. Thofe 
deijwtic governments, which are founded 
<Mi the paffions of men, and principally 
upon the paffion of fear, keep their chief 
as much as may be from the public eye 
The policy has been the fame in many 
^ 2 c.a&8 

• Part,4. fefl. 14, 15, 16. 
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cafes of religion. Almoft all the heathen 
temples were dark. Even in the barba- 
rous temples of the Americans at this 
day, they k^p their idol in a dark part 
of the hut» which is confecrated to his 
worfliip. For Ais purpoie too the dmids 
performed all their ceremonies in the 
bofom of the darkeft woods, and in the 
ihade of the oldeft and moil Spreading 
oaks. No perfon feems better to have 
underftood the fecret of heigjitening, or 
c^ fetting terrible thin^, if I may uie 
the expreflton. in dieir ftrongeft lig^t,by 
the force of a-judicioBS obfcuri^, ihzn 
Milton. His defcriptbn of Death in die 
fecond book is admirably ftudied j it is' 
aftonifhing with vt^at a gloomy pomjs 
with what a fignificant and expreffive 
uncertainty of flrokes and colouring he 
has finiflied the portrait of the king of 
terrors. 

The etber ^fopty 

Jffiapeitmi^btiaWdtbatJbapehttdtmt 

- Diftinguifi^Ut in mtmttrf joint, tr limb > 

Oi' 
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Or fi^aut mgbt it cslFd tbatjbadvw fim% 
far eatbfian'dti^ir % Uati bejitti as nifbt i^ 
Fitrct « tm fiiritt ; ttrrihU «| h^ t 
Jndfioik a iio^j iart. What fia^4 bithtad 
Tht Sittuft ef a Jkingfy tntai badut. 

In ^lis deftription all is dark, uncertain, 
confiifed, terrible, and fufalime to the lail 
degree. 

SECT. IV. 

Of the difference between CLEARNESS 
and OBSCURITY with regard to 
the paflions. 

IT is one thing to make an idea clear^ 
and another to make it e^e^tRg to 
&e imagination. If I make a drawing 
of a palace, or a temple, oraland^pe* 
I pre&nt a very clear idea cX thofe ob- 
jei^ ! but then (allowing for the effect of 
imitation which is ibmething) my pic- 
ture can at moil affed only as the palace, 
H 3 temple 
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tempk> ot land&apc would have afl^ded 
in the reality. On die odier h&nd, the 
mofl: lively end ^irited verbd dcfcriptioa 
I cim givcj raifts a veiy ob&ure and im- 
pcrfcft idea -of fudi objedls ; but dicn it 
is in my power to raife a ftronger emo- 
tion by the de£:ription than I could do 
by the beft painting. This expciieace 
conftantfy evinces. The proper manner 
of conveying the ^'eBiam of the mind 
from one to anodier, is by words j there 
is a great infufficiency in all other me- 
thods of communication ; and ib far Is a 
okame^ of imagery from being ab&h}te-> 
ly neceflary to an influence upon die paf" 
fions, that they may be confiderably ope- 
riMed upon without prefoiting any image 
bt all, by certain founds adapted to that 
Jjurpofe ; Q& which we have a fiifficient 
proof in the acknowledged and powerful 
ciFeftfi (rf inftrumerital mufic. In reali- 
ty, a great clfcimefs helps but little to- 
wards aSei^ng the paeons, as it ii; in 
fome 
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Jbme fort an enemy tb all cntkufiaftnt 
^itfoevcr. 

SECT. [IV.3 
The Cunt CuhjeGt continued. 

THERE are two verfes in Horace's 
art of poetry that fecm to contra- 
dict this opinion, for whjch reaibn I ihall 
take a little more pains in clearing it up. 
The verfes are, 

Segniiu trritant ammi iemijfa ptr aurnt 
^t4am quie fwtt eculh fuhjiila fideSbus, 

Of this the Abb<£ du Bos foiinds a criti- 
cifin, wherein he gives painting die pre- 
ference to poetry, in die article of mov-> 
ing the paffions i principally on account 
df the gresMr ckamefi of the ide^ 
it reprefents. I believe this excellent 
judge was led into this miilake (if it 
be a miilake) by his fylUm, to which 
he fofond it more conformable than I 
H 4 imagine 
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imagine it will be found to cxperiMCft, 
I know ieveral who admire and love 
painting, and yet who regard the objeds 
of their admiration in that art, with 
coolneis enough, in compari^n of that 
warmdi with which they are animated 
by affcfting pieces of poetty or rhetoric, 
Among the common Ibrt of people, I 
never could perceive that painting ha^ 
much influence on their pailions. It is 
true, that the beft forts of painting, a$ 
well as the beil forts of poetry, are not 
much underflood in that fphere. But it 
is moil certain, that their paflions ate 
very ftrongly roufcd by afanatic preacher, 
or by die ballads of Chevyrcbafo, or the 
childfCB in the wood, and by other little 
popular poems and talcs that are current 
in that rank of life. I do not know of 
any paintings, bad or good, that pro-) 
duce the iame cffeft, So that poetry, 
with all its obfcurity, has a more gene- 
ral, as well as a more powerful dominion 
gv?r the paffions tlwn the other art^ 
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And I think there are reafons in nature } 
why the obicure idea, when properly \ 
conveyed, Aiould be more affecting than | 
the clear. It is our ignorance of things ] 
that caufes all our admiration, and chieHy 
excites ouF paflions. Knowledge and ac- 
quaintance makes the moft ftiiidng caufes 
affect hut little. It is dius with the 
vulgar, and all men are as the vulgar in 
what they do not underftand. The ideas ' 
of eternity, and infinity, are amcmg the 
mofl affedting we have j and perhaps 
there is nothing of which we really un- 
derftand ib little, as of infini^, and eter- 
nity. We do not any where meet a more 
fublime defcription than this juitly cele- 
brated one of Milton, wherein he gives 
the portrait of Satan with, a dignity £1 
foitable to the fubjca,, 

He abevt the r^ 
In Jbapt- andg^urt prav4fy (tfu'ttnt 
. Staed Hit a Wwtr ; bh firm bad yet nei h^ 
• Jl! hrr oriffiHli brighrufit lur apptar'd 
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Ltfi thta artiOi^tJ rwa'd, atd tb'txttfi 
Of gUrj aljair'd: as loltn tit /mh iuu> fu*m 
Letiei thrnigh tht bar'aunUl mjij eir 
SidTH af hit itams ; tr frmn ithiiid tht rnttu 
In £m ttSpfe £fijimu tmRgbtJbedt 
Oh half tht natim ] i*W mtbftar rf liat^i 
PirpUxtt mmartbi. 

Here is a very noble pifture j and in 
what does tbi$ poetical piAure confift I 
in images of a tower, an archangel, the 
fun rifing through miils, or in an cclipft, 
the ruin of monarchs, and the revolu- 
tions of kingdoms. The mind is hur- 
ried out of itfeif, by a croud of great and 
cnnfliled images; which oSeGt becaufe 
they are crouded and confufed. For fc- 
parate them, and you lofe mudi of the 
greatnefs ; and join them, and you infal- 
libly lofe the clearnels. The images 
raifed by poetry are always of this oh£:ure 
kind; though in general the efi^t^ of 
poetry are by no means to be attfibutcd 
to the images it r^ifcs ; which point we 
ihall 
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fiiall examine more at large hereafter*. 
But painting, when we have allowed for 
the pleafure of imitation, can only a£feft 
{imply by the images it prefents ; and 
even in painting a judicious <:A>fcunty In ' 
Ibmc things contributes to the efie<3 of 
the pifture; faecau& the images in paint- 
ing are eza^y fimilar to diofe in na- 
ture ; and in nature dark, conlufed, un- j 
certain images have a greater power on; 
the fancy to £>nn die grander pafHons, 
than thole have which are laon clear and 
terminate. But where and when this 
obiervation may be applied to pra£Uc^. 
and how far it fhaU be extended, will be, 
better deduced from the nature of the 
fuhjcdi, and from the occafion, than from 
any rules that can be given. 

I am fenfible that this idea has met widi 
oppoiition, and is likely ilill to be rejc^ed 
by feveral. But let it be confidered that 
hardly any thing can ftrike the mind vrith > 
its greatnefs, which does not rtake fbme 
fort of approach towards infinity ; which 
' no- 

• Parts. 
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nothing can do whilft we are able to - 
perceive its bounds ; but to itt an objed: 
diltin£Uy, and to perceive its bounds, 
is one and the isme thing. A clear 
idea is therefore another natne for a 
little idea. There is a palTage in the 
book of Job amazingly fublime, and this 
iublimi^ is principally due to the terri- 
ble uncertainty of the thing ddcribed. Li 
iifiugbtt Jrom the vi^tu of the nigbu 
-mben deep Jleep faUetb upon metit f eta- 
came upon me and trembHng, wbkb mads 
all m^ bona to Jhake. Tben ajpirit paf- 
fed bif^e my face, Tbe bair of my fUp 
food up. It food fill, but I could not 
diicem the form thereof} an image was 
before mine ^es ; tbere wai fUnce -, and 
I beard a veice,-~'Sball mortal man h 
more juf tban God? We are firft pre- 
pared writh the utmoft iblemnity for the 
vifion j we are firft toTified, before we 
«re let even into the obfcure caufc of our 
emotion : but wh«i this grand caufc o( 
terror makes its appearance, what is itf- 
is it not wrapt up in the fliadcs of its own 
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<inc6mprehenfible darkness, more aweful, 
more ftriking, more terrible, than the 
lirelieft defi:ription, than the clearefli 
painting could poffibly reprcfent it ? 
When peters have attempted to give 
us clear reprefentations of thefe very ^n- 
ciful and terrible ideas^ they have I think 
almoft always '&iled} infomuch that I 
have been at a lofs, iii all the pi£tures I 
have fecn of hell, whether the painter 
didnotintendfomethingludicrous. Se- 
veral painters have handled a ilibJeA of 
this kind with a view of affembling as 
many horrid phantoms as their imagina* 
tbn could fuggeft ; but all the defighs I 
have chanced to meet of the temptations 
of St. Anthony, were rather a fort of odd 
wild grotefques, than any thing capable 
of producing a ferious paflion. In all 
thefe fubjefts poetry is very happy. Its 
apparitions, its chimeras, its harpies, its 
allegorical figures, are grand and affe£t- 
uig i and though Virgil's Fame, and 
Homer's Difeord, are obfcure, they are 
. . mag- 
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oi^inificent figures. Thcfc figures m 
.painting would be clear enough, but I 
fear they ought become ridiculow. 

S E C T. V. 
. POWER. 

BESIDES thefe things whiqh di- 
reBly liiggeft die idea of danger, 
andthofe which, produce a fimilar elfed 
from a mechanical caufe, I know of no- 
thing fublime which is not fome modi- 
fication of power. And this branch rifes 
as naturally as the. other two branches* 
from terror, the common ftock of every 
thing that is fublime.' The idea of power 
at firil view, feems of the dais of thefe 
indifferent ones, which may equally be- 
long to pain or to pleafurc. But in rea- 
lity, the affcdtion arifing from the idea 
of vail power, is extremely remote from 
that neutral charafter. For firft, wc 
muft remember, * that the idea of pain, 
in 
• Part 1. fca. 7. 
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in its higheft degree, is much ftronger 
than the highefl degree of pleafure; and 
diat it prderves the iame fupen<M'ity 
through all the iubordinate gradations. 
From hence it is, that where the chances 
for equal degrees of fuffering cw enjoy- 
ment are in any Ibrt equal, the idea of 
the furring muft always be prevalent. 
And indeed the ideas of pain, and above 
all of death, are fo very affedting, that 
whilft we reniMn in the prefence ofwhat- 
evcr is fuppofed to have the power of in- 
fli<fting either, it is impollible to be per- 
fectly free froni terror. Again, we know 
by experience, that for the enjoyment (rf" 
pleafare, no great efforts of power are at 
all neceflary j nay we know, that fuch 
efforts would go a great way towards de- 
ftroying our fatisfaftion : for pleafure 
muft be ftolen, and not forced upon usj 
pleafure follows the will ; and therefore 
we are generally affcded with it by many 
things of a force greatly inferior to our 
own. Bat pain is always inflifled by a 
3 pcvver 
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power In fome way luperioi', becauic wC 
never fu&mit to pain willingly. So that 
ftrength, violence, pain, and terror, arc 
ideas thatrufli in upondMmind tdgetheri 
Ijook at a man. or any other aoimal cS 
prodigious ftrength, and what is your idea 
before rcflc^on I Is it that tbb ftrengdi 
will be fubfcrvicnt to you^ to yout eafc^ to 
yout pleafure, to your in fiereft inaby fen& ? 
No ) thi emotion you ftel is« left this 
enormous ftrength {hould beemployed to 
the purpo&s of * rajnne ^ad deftrudioDt 
That power derives all its Sublimity from 
the terrcH* with which it is generally ac-* 
companied, will appear evidently fronl 
its effedt in the very few caies, in which 
it may be poflible to ftrip a confide- 
rable degree of ftrength of its ability 
to hurt. When you do this, you ipoil 
it of every diing fublime, and it immedi- 
ately becomes contemptible. An ox is a 
creature of vail ftrength ; but he is an 
innocent creature, extremely fefviceablct 
and 
• Vide Part 3, left. 21. 
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idd not .at'all dangerous^ for whidh 
reafon the idea bf an ox is by-ho meanjt 
grandt A btill is ftrong to<3 ; but his 
ftrength is of anodwr kind t- often vctf 
deflfuftiTfc, : feldom (at leaft amongft us) 
ef any uie in our bulinefs ; the idea of a 
buU is therefbrtgrcat, andit hasfreqiicnt- 
ly a placeinfabtimedeicriptions, and cle- 
Tating conipari£)hs. Let us look at an-- 
o^ur ftrong animal in the two diftind 
li^tsinwhtchn^mayconfiderhiftij The- 
horfeintheii^tDfanufefol^EAi fitfof 
the plough, the road, the draft, in .cvfefjr: 
ibctaloleftil l^t'the horfe hasnothinig of" 
^e.-fi^])inK': but Kii thus i^t W&afe 
iV^e^sd ¥fith him, w6<i/e ^eck is dothei 
ifiitb tbUruUri ihB_ glory of, whofe nojirils 
h Jerribiei icho Jwullowetb tbS ground 
•with jier.cenep. and rage, neither beUe-ueth 
thm it is ibe-Jhmd of the tf limpet f In 
this de£)riptIoai 'the uiefal charadtef df- 
the lior& entirely di^ppears> and the ter' ■ 
rible and fubllme blaae out togethetri 
We have continu^ly about us animals of- 
I a jlrength 
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a Aitpgth that is confidtfcaUe, bit inr 
pernicious. Amon^.tinfe we never 
l0ok: f4r: the fuUimei tt'c6mes i^ 
en «& iii . t^t gloooly fuitSt, azsl in 
^ howling vildeknefei ' m ihe fbrm 
of the liba* .the tign-,' tbo ipaiufacr, or 
chinoceros.: Whenerer Anhgth is oid;f' 
u&^, end-^m^dy^ for bur faowfitor 
our ple^uite, theft it hliever itd>linw; 
for ODthing cantdt zpct^tAy «o us, ^t 
cbes D.9t a£h iii conAsmvty: to oor Wifl t 
but f2» 3€t i^ieiiaUy td cui-ifillr it nuift 
be riiibje£ttt).-U$i~ isid t^Mrafitre can tie«^ 
be. &e ceofe ^f ft graiid-^ai doaaaaoiA^ 
i/ig eoRc^lJctti, The de&riptioftof tbe 
Ivild afs, iA Jpb» is worked' up aft&«o- 
iinall fuUibut^, mefel^r by ii^itiAg ^ 
his freedom, and his fbtting mankimSat 
defiances odiirwiietheUe&riptiont^Aicb 
an aftimal could have had notliiK^ nt^e 
fii it. Whh(iih kofed (fays he) tit'iaadf 
j>f the ^i/fl-iifs? w&ofe bmfi Have mi^ 
the wiiderncfsf and the Sarrtn imid bit 
^ellmgs. Hefccmitb the multitude sf 
3 . tbt 
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iie difjf, neitl^ reptr^h he the voice of 
tie drrher. Tie range of the momta^ 
if hit pe^re. The magnificent defcrip- 
tion c^ 0ie unicorn and <^ leviathan itl 
tiie f^ne bbok> is full of the iame hdght-< 
enuig cifcamfianctfs. WUl the tott'eorrt 
he wiSBtg is feme thee f cmfi thou hind 
the unicorn ivith hit hand in ihefi&toia $ 
ler/t thou truji bi*h hecauji Ki ftrength 
is great ? » •••••Canfi thou iraw out k^ 
iiaatbon •with an book f mU be make d 
twenant tcith thee ? viit thtu take hint 
for afh^jmtfdr ever ? JbUi not one hi 
caft down even at tbejigbt of him ? In 
ftiort, vrficrefocvcr we find ftrength> an<f 
in what li^fM'fcever we look upon power,' 
we fiiall all along obferve the iubKmc thd 
cancdaritant of terror, and contempt the 
ittfeeftdaiit oh ^ ftrcngth that is fubfefvierij: 
and innorious. The race of dogs in man/ 
(^ their Junds, have generally a competent 
degree of ftrength and iwiitnef8> 4hd 
they exert Chefe> and other valuable qtnt' 
lities whidi ihey pofiefi, greatly to otnf - 
oonvenience and pleafure. Dogs are in- 
1% ^eed 
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'dped' th€ mpil fbd4> affe^onate, and 
(^aUe animai& o£ the whole brute qxa- 
tipn ; but love-approaches much nearer to 
contempt than is commo|nly imagined ; 
and accordingly^thoag^ we carefs dogs, we 
^rrow from' them an appellation of dit 
inoft.dcfpicable kind, when we employ, 
^ms of rejH-oach ; andthisapp^ationis 
^c ccnnmon marie of the laft vilenefs 
and contempt in every language- Wolves 
l^ave jiot.i^ore ftrcngth than feyeral ipe-. 
cies of dogs J but, on acpoun^pf their, 
unnian^eablev^ercectefs, the idea -of a 
.wolf isnotdeipicabl^; it is -qot exclud- 
ed -from grand, dficriptions, and.finoili- 
tijdes. Thi;si^e^frpaffei^(?d.byftrei]gth, 
which is fjafiffo/- power- The ■ pow^, 
Vj4^9t},*i4ies frouvinftitution iftiiing* and 
Gomrnando-Sj has^tbe lame .connection, 
with terror. Sovereigns ate fccqp^ndy, ad- ; 
4reiredwith the-titlc^fi/rWxfM/gtfyy And, 
if, may be obfefVfd, that ypung ,peribns, 
little, acquainted- with, the. wodd, and 
who have not beoi uled b? approach men 
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in power; are'commorny ftruck with ah 
vwe which^ takes away the free- ufc 
of theii? faculties, ff^&en- 1 prepared fry 
feat in the J^eetl (fays -Job),' the young 
men faw me arid bid themfelves. In- 
deed fo- natural is this limidify with re- 
gard to power, and fo ftrongly does it 
inhere in our conflitUtion, that very few 
are able to conquer it, but by mixing 
much in the bufinefs of the great world, 
or by ufing no finall violence to their na- 
tural difpofitions. I know fome people 
are of opinion, that no awe, no degree 
of terror, accompanies the idea of power j 
and have hazarded to affirm, that wc 
can contemplate the idea of God him- - 
fclf without any fuch emotion. I pur- 
pofely avoided when 1 firil conlidered 
tfiis fubjeft, to introduce the idea of that 
great, and tremendous Being, as an ex- 
ample in an argument fo light as this j 
though it frequently occurred to me,' 
not as an objection to, but as a flrong 
Coafirmation of my notions in this mat-* 
J 3 tcr. 
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ter. I hope, in wlut I am going to 
ja^, I ihaU «v(4d pre^i^nptipB, vplvn: 
it is almoft iwpoffibli; £»- any mortal 
to ^eak witb ftfift f¥ojw?e*y- I % 
dien, that w)iiift we ponfi^er ^ 
CkxUKad merdy as he j£ an o^aQ 
of die underOivdingt whi^h forou 
« ccnnplex idea of power, wiUknat 
Juftice, goodoefsj all flretdi^ to 9 ^ 
^ce &- exceeding ibc ^m^s of our 
compr^enlibn, v^Uft w? coii^^er tbf 
^^ity in ^& refine^ 9i}d «bAn^ 
l^btj the imagiaabon an4 p^iflioB# «» 
Jktle or nothing afie^ljed. But becauis 
yr^ ace boiif)4> ^ the condition of otir 
. nature, to a&oid to theje pure and fBi 
telloSual ide^, ^ifough die mediqni of 
j«i|IUie image6> and to judge of tMl 
^vine qualities by their evident a^ 
and ciKrtions, it becomes extremely hard 
|o'4iifintangle our idea of die cauTe from 
the e{k& hy \vhich we are led to know it, 
Thus when we contemplate tb? Deity^ 
liis attribtttps and tbrir pperatipo coming 
united 
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fuutod.on the miiid, form a Sxt of kn~ 
£iblcixa»^ andas fiidt ase capable of ■ 
cfi«ding the imagination. Now, thou^ 
tnajaftidsao^ die Deity, p«haps ncmfi 
cif his attributes are predonunant, jet 
to our bni^mation, his power is h^ 
&r the moft ftrtking. Some ttAec* 
tion* Hxrac comparing is necdTary tp 
£rtiafy us tji his viitlcnn, his juAke> 
and his goodneA. Tobeftruckwithhift 
pcnrar,* it is only nec^^ that we 
Chfluid open cmr eyes. 3tn whUft \«« 
cootempbde £» vaft an ot^ed, under the . 
arm. 9s it wvrei, of alnb^aty power^ and 
invcfted upon every fide with cHnnipiv- 
fence, we ibrink mt» the minuteneis of 
var own tuture, and ar^ in a manner, 
annihilated before Mm. Anddioqgh s 
confideration of his odier attributes may 
relieve in feme meaAire our apprehen- 
(ions i yet ho eonvi£)ion ef the jufttce 
with which it is fxerdfed, nor the 
mercy with \iriuch it is tempend, can 
I 4 wholly 



;, Google 



J20 On tb« S U-BXI M E 

whoUy remove the terror that oaturalty 
• iirifes from a fcnre whidx oodiing can 
widiAand. If we rejoice, we rejoice 
with trembling ; and even whilil we ar« 
Tcceivingbsne6ts, we cannot but Aiudder 
at a power wluch can. con&r benefits 
of fuch mighty importance. When the 
prophet David contemplated the won-^ 
ders of wifdpm and powo*, which are 
diiplayed in the ceconomy of man, he 
ieems to he flrqck with a &rt of divine 
borror^and cries out.Fair^f^isn/feioffiikr-* 
Ju/fy am I mde I An heaihen poet has 
0. fentiment of a fimilar nature ; Hoi 
race Ipoks upon it as the lafi e&rt of 
{^oibphical fortitude, to bdiold with-« 
put terror and .amazement, this immenfo 
jind gloripus febric of the univerft, 
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l^ucretius is a pbet hot to 1m Ai^iedietl 
if giving way to fiipeHtitiola W^orsj 
yet when hefuppofes the ^hde me>- 
chanifin of nature laid open by the mafV 
ter of his f^lofbphy, his tiiaiport on 
this- nugnificent view which Iwhas re^ 
pre&ndsd in the. colours of fuch boM 
and lively poetty^ is overcaft with a^fhad^ 
of fecrct dread uidhbrror. 

jf£i iibi pu rtbta putAim: drma vahtptat 

But the &ripture alone can fupply idea* 
aniwerable to the majefty of this iiib- 
Jcft. In the fcripture, where-ever God 
ie rqarefented as appearing or ipeaking,' 
every thing terrible in nature is called 
up to heighten the awe and Iblemnity 
of the divine prefence. The p&lms, 
and the prophetical books, are crouded 
yiii3a. inftances .of dus kind. The earth 
fiook 
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An4 5viutt is remulcaUe, <bei fMintui^ 
mc ftr gcs the &fiK rb«os&cr, BOt dnfy 
iRJiniu) isiUppoicd de&cB^iag' to tdk« 
wrtigeanee upon tlw widwd, but oran 
vbon he axcitt the Itko plenitudtt of 
povfAr in tSa of bcne^fence to man-f 
kind. trmbk% tieuavtki tAiht.frt^ 
fence of the Lord ; at tbe^refence g/" tlx 
Godofjacpii w&chtmntuftibtrteiiiiU 
Jian^^ naattWf tlft_0mt imtt ^fmntatt 
cf waters f It vt^c <a^Uk6 ^ «|nmante 
all the parages, both in the Jacred and 
pro&nc initen, vt^iich cfiabliih tibo ffr 
BCfsl fiadment c^ mtnkind, GDnccraiiig 
tlie infipMaUe union of a &cred and re- 
vcrcitfid awe, with oar tdeoa of the di» 
viaity. Hence the common manm, 
Primat m erbe deas fait tiaw* This 
maxim may be» as X believa it i%p 
^alie with regard to the uigin of rdir 
gion* The nukier of the maxim hvr 
how 
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«ut $onA4crisg that tbe nockn of f<tiiw 
jgffat pst^iy ipiift b« ahr^ pKiaidmttv 
our^ft)4 of it. 3m diit dread omft no. 
c^Hfiij fpllMr idle i^ of fuch * povcn 
nfifSa it ■$ »ace twattd in the mind. 
it ic <9 Ais ^rin^de ^t tnie rdigina 
has. tn4 Wift hire, fo large xmixtor* 
of AjMtarjr f»r i and that Ufe rdigjon 
bavc goxnUy notUjig die ixit {ear ta 
fiipp«tt (iwm. Be^c'lhcClitifljan re» 
ligiipn hftd* JU it ^reoe» hnmaaized tha 
Ufa «f 4)c Divinity, and btsn^ it 
jomevHutf nearer to tis, there was vcty 
little faid aC the love of God. Tlw 
followers of Plato have fiNnethingof it< 
and only ibmething ; die other wtiten 
of pagan antiquity, whetb^ poets or 
philolbphers, nothing at all. And they 
who conHder with what iniinite atten- 
tion, by what a diiregard of every pe.« 
riihable objeft, through what long ha- 
lite of piety and contemplation it is, 
any 
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any man is- able to attain an entire love 
and devotran to tlw Deity, will' eafily 
percove, diat it is not die fur^,' the 
moft natural, and the moft: ftrikln^ ef- 
fe& which proceeds - from that idea. 
Thiis wc have traced power dirtugh- its 
ieveral gradations unto the higheft of 
ell, where our imagination is finally 
loA ; and we find-terror, quite through- 
out die progrefs, its infepai^ble com- 
panion, and growing along with it, as 
&- as we can .pofiibly trace them. 
Now, as power is undoubtedly a capital 
fi>arce of the fublime, this will point 
out evidendy &om whence its energy 
ia derived, and to what clais of ideas 
vre ought to unite it. 



SECT. 
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Ah L gmerai privations are" great, 
becaufe they are all terrible; 
Vacmty, Jyarknefst^olitude, zsA'StUncem 
With what a fire of imagination, yet 
with what ' feverily of judgment, has 
Virg^ amaffed all theie circumftances, 
whei^lie knows that all the images of a 
tremendpD$.djgni^ o^eht to be. tjij^ted, 
at the mouth of hell ! where, .brfrnp he 
unlocks the fecrets of the great deep, he 
feems to be feized with a rdigious hor- 
ror, and to retire aftonifhed at the bold- 
nefe of his own defign. 

Diquiius impertum efl amtiuruittt umbraq\ filentes! 
Et Chaos, et Pblegethm ! Itta nodte filenda latt ! 
Sit tmhifas au£ta Uqui ! JH numat v^ro 
Pandtrt res alta terra tt caligine mtrfah! 

Ihant 
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Amfobfoiri, folayUnoAe, pirmahaatt 
PerjMt Jmn Ditit vaaiK, *t isaou r^m$. 

Te fi^trroBitmt gtJs i vahtfiaw^fio^ 
Tbt gS£ng gbt/fij and Sitat fiadts s^j 
O Clmihtar! and PhltgttbtK profiwull 
ffh^ fikmit trnpirr Jfrttifm widt araimdf 
Givt-mt, yt grtM trmu»d»ut powtriy t» uU 
Ofjumi and wtndtri in tbt, dtptb gf biUi 
Gim mt ytv mghlj ficrtts u £Jpldf 
From tUft Uacjc rtetms §f dtrht^i t» the dty. 
Pitt, 

, 0htaa^ ttp iiiha tbnugh ittirj iWti A^ Ui 
AUng ibewa/it damninu of ihi dead> 



SECT. 
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V A S t N fe g s. 

G^EATNfeSS • of diriienfion is 
a powerful caule of the fublime. 
This is too evident, and the obfcryation 
too common, fo need any itiuftratibn j 
it is not £> common, to oniliddr in what 
ways gr^tnels of dltaeiifion, ' yaftneis of 
Extent, or quantity, has thfc moft ftrik- 
ing effefl:. For cerliinly,,thcrc are ways, 
and ihodes, wherein the ianie quantity of 
extenfion fiiall product greater cffet^s 
diaa it is found to do in others. Exten- 
iion is either in leng&, height, or depth. 
Of thefe the length ftrifcesieaft; an hun- 
dred yards of even .gfound lyill never 
work fuch an effaft as a tower ah hun<^ 
dred ^rds high, or ft rock or moi^taia 
df that altitude, t am apt to imJaglac 
Ckewiie, that height is leis grand than 
d^thi 
• Part*, fefl. 9. 
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depths ; and that we are more ftruck at 
looking down fron^a precipi^ei than at 
looking up at an oGjef^ of equal height^ 
bat of .that I am not very pofitive. A 
perpendicular has more force in form- 
ing the fubUme, thanan-indinedpl^j 
and the effedls of a rugged and broken 
furface feeni ftrongcr than where ; it is 
finooth andpoHflied. ItT^^uldcanyu* 
out of our way to enter in this plajce into 
the caufe of theft appearances ; but cer- 
tain it is -they afford a large and fmitfiil 
field of fpeculation. fiowever, it may not 
be amifs to add to thefe remarks upon 
magnitude, that, as the great extreme 
of dimcnfionis fublime, fo the laft ex-* 
tremeof iittlenefsis.infomcmeafurcAib- 
lime Jikewife ; when we attend to the 
infinite,(iivi^bility of matter, when, we 
purfue animal life into- thcic exc^ffively 
finall, and yet organized beings, that 
efcape the nicefl inquifition of the jfenie, 
when \ve pufh bur discoveries yet down- 
ward, -and confider thofe creatures 6 
' any 
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inany degrees yet fmaller, and the iUU . 
-diminifhing icale of exiilence, in tracing 
which the imagination is loft as well as 
the fenfe, we become amazed and con- 
. founded at the wonders of minutenels j 
nor can we diilinguifh in its eflfedt this 
extreme of littlenofs from the vaft itfelf. 
For diviiion muft be infijiite as well as 
addition j becaufc the idea of a perfedt 
unity can no more he arrived at, than 
that of a cotaplete whole, to which no^ 
-thing may be addedi ' 

S E C t . VIII; 

INFINITY; 

ANOTHER fource of the fublime^ ' 
is infinity; if it does not rather^ 
belong to the'kft; Infinity has a ten* 
dency to fill the ifiind with diat fort of 
deUghtfiil. horror, which is the moft ge- 
nuine cffcft, and trueil teft of the fub* 
lime* There are fcarce any tl^ngs which 
K , - can 
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can become the obje^ of our fences, that 
are really and in their own nature infi- 
nite. Bat the ^e not being aUe to per* 
cdve die boonds <^ many diings, ^Xf 
fceai to be infinity and they produce the 
iame efieds a« if they were really fo. 
We are deodved in die like snaimer, if 
die parts ofibmelu^ofaied are Con- 
tinued to»iy iiuiefinite number, dtttdu 
imagination meets no check which in^ 
hinder its extending ihem at pkafurc 

Whenever we repeat any idea fro- 
qnently, the mind, hy a fort of mecha- 
nifm, repeats it long after the firft caufc 
has ceafed to operate*. After whirling 
about, when we fit down, the objcfts 
about us ftill feem to whirl. After a 
long fucceffion of noifes^ as the fall of 
■waters, or the beating of forge-hammen, 
the hanim^s beat and the wata: roars 
in die imagination long after die firft 
found* have ceafed to aSe£t it,- aod they 
die away at laft by gradatioqs which art 
fcartrly 

• Part 4. fefl.m 
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fcarccly perceptibU. If you hold up a 
ftrait pole, with your eye to one end, it 
MriM feem extended to a length almoft 
Incredible *. Place a number of uni- 
form and equidiftant ciarks on this pole, 
Aey will caufe the lame deception, and 
feemmultipliedwithoutend. Thefenfes 
ftrongly afFefted in fbme one manner, 
cannot quickly change their tenor, or 
adapt thcmfclves to other things ; byt 
ihcy continue in their old channel until 
the ftrcngth of the firft mover decays. 
This is the reafon of an appearance very 
frequent in madmen ; that they remain 
whole days and nights, fbmetimes whole 
years, in the conftant repetition of fome 
tcmark, fome complaint, or fong; which 
having ftruck powerfully on their difor- 
dercd imagination, in the beginning of 
their pbrenfy, every repetition reinforces 
it with new flrength ; and the hurry of 
their Ipirits, unrcftrained by the curb of 
reafon, continues it to the endof their lives. 
K a SECT. 

• Part 4. fed. 14. 
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SECT. IX. 
SUCCESSION and UNIFORMITY. 

SUCCESSION aiid.um/ormityofp2na 
are what conftitutc the artificial in- 
finite. I . Succejion ; which is requifitc 
that the parts may be continued fo long, 
and in fuch a direSion, as by their fi^- 
quent impulfes on the fenfc to imprefc 
the imagination with an idea of their 
progrefs beyond their actual liipits. 2. 
Vniformity ; becaufc if the figures of the 
parts fliouid be changed, the imagina- 
tion at every change finds a check -, you 
are prefented at every alteration with the 
termination of one idea, and the begin- 
ning of another ; by which means it. be- 
comes, impoffible to continue that unin- 
terrupted progreffion, which alone can 
ilamp on bounded objetSls the chara<Ser 
.of infinity. * It is in this kind of artifi- 
cial 

* Mr. Addifon, in the Speflators concerning 
the pleafurcs of the iaia^insrtion, thinks it is becaufe 
,rn the rotund at one glance you fee half the buijd- 
tng. This I do not irn^ine to be the tu{ cauft. 
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ml Infinity, I believe, we ought to 
look for the caufc why a rotuhd has fuch 
a noble effeft. For in a rotund, whether 
it be a building or a plantation, you caii 
no where fix a boundary; turn which 
way you will, the fame objcia ftili 
feems to continue, and the imagination 
has no reft. But the parts muft be uni- 
form, as well as circularly difpofed, to 
^ve this figure its full force j beeaufe any 
diifercnce, whether it be inthedilpofi- 
tion> or in the figure, or even in the co- 
lour of the parts, is highly prejudicial to 
the idea of infinity, which every change 
muft check and interrupt, at every alte-- 
ration commencing a new feries. On 
the feme principles of fiicceffion and 
uniformity, the grand appearance of the 
ancient heathen temples, which were 
generally oblong forms, with a range of 
uniform pillars on every fide, will ho, 
eafily accounted for. From the fanie 
eaufe alfo may be derived the grand ef- 
fea of the, ifles in many of our own old. 
K 3 cathedrals. 
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cathedrals. The fonxt of a ccois dcd in 
jbme churches fccms to me Dot ibdigUde, 
as ^e fmalldogmn of the ancients ] at 
IcaA I imagine it is not Co pro|>er for tho 
Outiide. For iuppoilng the arms of the 
Crofs every way equal> if you ftand in % 
dire&iQti pairallel to any of the fide-walls, 
or colonnades, Inftcad of a deception 
that majces th« hwlt^g n:u>re extended 
than it is, you are cut ofi* from a conli*: 
derablc part (two ddrds) of ;ts 40uiii 
length } and to prevent all poffibility of 
prc^reffion, die arms of the cttjfc taking 
a new dired:ion, make a right angle 
with ^ beam, and thereby wholly turn 
the imagination from the repetitioQ of 
the forma- idea. Or fuppofc the fpcAator 
placed where he may take a direft view 
of fuch a building ; what will be the con^ 
Sequence? the neceffary conlequence wUl 
^ that a good part of the bails of eadl 
angle formed by the interfedion of the 
^rms of the crofs, muft be inevitably 
It^if the wfaol^ mu^ of courfe alTume a 
brokcQ 
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broken unconneded figare ; die lights 
mull be unequal, hereftrong, and there 
weak; without that noble gradation, 
which the perfpe^ive always efieds on 
parts dilpofed uninterruptedly in a right 
fine. Some, or all of thefe objedionsa 
will lie againft every figure of a crofs, in 
whatever view you take it. I exemplified 
them in the Greek crofs, in which thefe 
£uilts appear the moft flrongly } but they 
appear in ibme degree in all forts of 
aoSiss. Indeed there is nothing more 
prejudicial to the grandeur of buildings, 
than to abound in angles ; a lault obvi- 
cus in many > and owing to an inor-- 
dinate thirft for variety, which, when- 
ever it prevails, is furc to leave very little 
tmetaile. 
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SECT. X. 
Magnitude in BUILDING. 

TO thcfublime in building, greatnefs 
ofdimenfionfecmsrequilitCi for 
on a few parts, and thofc fmall, the ima- 
gination cannot rife to any idea of infi- 
nity. No greatnefs in the manner can 
efFe£tually compenfete for the want .of 
proper dimenfions. There is no dangei* 
of drawing men into extravagant defigns 
by this rule ; it <;arries its own caution 
along with it. Becaufe too great a length 
Jn buildings deftroys thcpurpofeof grcat- 
neis, which it was intended to promote'; 
the peripei^ve will leflen it in height as 
it gains in length ; and will bring it at 
lafttoapointj turning the whole figure 
into a jibrt of triangle, the pooreft in its 
cifed; of almofl any figure, that can be 
prefented to the eye. I have ever ob-; 
jccvsd, that colonnades and avenues of 



;,■ Google 



•nd BEAUTIFUL. 137 

trees of a moderate length, were with- 
out comparlfbn far grander, dian when 
they were fuBvred to run to inunenle di- 
fiances. A true artift fliould put a ge- 
nerous deceit on die fpc^tors, and ef- 
ft£t the nobleft dcfigns by cafy mediods, 
Defigns that are vaft only by their di- 
qienfiong, are always.the fign of a com-' 
ipon and low imagination. No Work of 
art can be great, but as it deceives j to 
be otherwife is the prerp^tive of nature 
only. A good eye vnll fix the medium 
t^twixt an exceflire length, or height, 
(for the feme objection lies againfi both), 
and a Ihort or broken quantity ; and per- 
haps it might be aicertained to a tole- 
rable degree of cxaftnefs, if it was my* 
purpofe to defcend far into the particu- 
lars pf any art. 
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SECT. XI. 
INFINITY in pkafing OBJECTS. 

INFINITY, though of another kind, 
caufes much of our pleafure in agree- 
able, as well as of our delight in fublime 
images. The ipring is the pleaianteft 
~of the feafons j and the young of moft 
animals, though fu from being com- 
pleatly iaihioned, afford a more agree- 
able Elation than Ae fiill-grown j bc- 
caule the imagination is entertained with 
thepromifeoffomethingmore, and does 
liot acquiefce in the prefent objcft of the 
&afc. In unfinifhedfkctches of drawings 
5 luvc often fcenfomcthin^ which pleafed 
me beyond the beft finifliing i and this I 
believe proceeds ftom ihe cau& I have 
juft now afilgnedt 
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SE CT. 301. 

, DIFFICULTY. 

* A NOTHER iburce of greatocfris 
■/* Z)^£.a//y.Whcnanyworkfcems 
to have required immenft force and la- 
bour to e^ed it, the idea is grand. Stone- 
henge, neither for difpolition nor orna- 
ment, has any thing admirable j but 
thofe huge rude maffes of ftone, fet on 
end» and piled each on other* torn the 
mind on the immenfe force neceflary for 
fuch a work. Nay the rudenefs of the 
vrork increases this caufe of grandeur, as 
it excludes the idea of art and contri- 
vance j for dexterity produces another 
ibrt of effect which is different enough 
£rom this. 

♦ Part 4. &a. 4, s, 6. 
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SECT. xiir. 

MAGNIFICENCE. 

IX^Agmficence is likewifc a Iburce of 
the fublime. A great profufion 
of things which are fplendid or valuable 
in themielves, is magnificent. The ftarry 
heaven, though it occurs fo ve^ fre- 
quently to our view, never fails to excite 
an idea of grandeur. This cannot be 
owing to any thing in the ftars them- 
felves, feparately confidered. The num- 
ber is certainly the caufc. The apparent 
diforder augments the grandeur, for the 
appearance of care is highly contrary to 
our ideas of magnificoice. Belidcs,the ftars 
lie in fuch apparent confufion, as makes it 
impoffible on ordinary occafions to reckon 
them. This gives tji^m thq advantage 
of a fort of infinity. In works of art, 
this kind of grandeur, which confifts in 
multitude, is to be very cautioufly admit- 
ted; 
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ted; bccaufe a profufion of excellent 
things is not to be attained, or with too 
much difficulty ; and becaufe in many 
cafes thisfplendidconfufion would deftroy 
all ufe> which Ihould be attended to in 
moft of the works of art with the great- 
eft care; befidcs it is to be conlidered^ 
that unlefe you can produce an appear- 
ance of infinity by yourdilbrder, you will 
have diibrder only without magnificence. 
There are, however, a fort of fire-works, 
and fome other things, that in this way 
fucceed well, and are truly grand. There 
are alio many defcriptions in the poets 
and orators which owe their fuMimity to 
a richnefs and profiilion of images, iii 
which the mind is fo dazzled as to make 
it impoffible to attend to that eatatft co- 
herence and agreement of die allufions, 
which we fliould require /)n every other 
occafion. I do not now remember a 
more ftriking example of this, than the 
defcription which is g^ven of the king's 
anny in the play of Henry the Fourth 1 
All 
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Ssited tiit 4tgli$ haua^ lattfy kttM: 
<A fin ef^it at the mfflfr rf M^t ■ 
Atditrgma «f tktfwtm M JJfimi mr, 
If^tttmmjntllfil gifts, wtU 4a ytmttt hiilh 
I fimytw^ Harry with hU iiaviriH 
XSfi/rm thfrvtmd ^ki JaohtT'd Mtraarj i 
Mild VM&fV Knff JKth taji Mo buji^ 
Jt if €Bmgd drtpftl Jtmi tbt dmiA 
Tt turn adimd a ftty Ptg^- 

IndittexodleDA bo(^ fi> romrlutde fo 
dKvtTftcitjrofitsdelcriptions, as well as 
tbe fcdiditjr uid peoctrsuion of its &a* 
tences, dicWiidomoftheibnpf SirsKht 
there is a noble pau^^ric on the hi|^ 
pricfl Simon tbe ion of Onias; and it is a 
very fine acam[Je of the p(Hnt before us. 
Htno vfor be heitoitred in the mt^ eftbe 
feopUt in Us condag Mtf <f tbi faa^t^arj I 
He woj as tbe mormngjttir in tbe m^ ^ 
a chudt and as tbt moca at tbe ft^; as 
tbejwtjbimng i^m the tesnpte ef tbe i^ 
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H*gl>t ond df the rainUw grvirrg light in 
the bright cioads : tmd as tbejhweri^rofes 
in the JPring of the year} at lilies ly the 
rivers of v>aters % and as the frankincenfe 
tree injummer i as fire and incenfe in the 
ctnferi and as a vejhl of gald fet with 
freciousfienes ; as a fair olive tree budding 
forth frtdt, and as a cyprefs which grow- 
ttb up to the ckads. When he put on the 
jvhe of honour, and 'was clothed with the 
Pcrfe^itn ^ glory^ when he went up to 
the hofy aJtoTt he made the garment of ho- 
Un^ botaatrabie. He hia^elf fioad ly the 
hearth <f the filioTt con^a/fed with his bre- 
thren raind about, at a young cedar in 
LibanuSt and as paUn trees campaffed they 
hm about. So were all thtfons of Aaron 
^ their glory, ^nd the oildtions of the 
litrd in their hands, &c. 
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SECT. XlVi 
LIGHT. 

HAVING confidcred extenfion, li 
far as it is capable of raifing idcai 
of greatnefs ; colour comes next under 
conlideratioh. All cbloiirs depehd oft 
light. Light therefore ought previoufl^ 
to be examihed, and with it, its oppor 
Gte, darkncfs. Wiih ttpx6. to light, td 
make it a caufe capable of producing the 
(iiblime, it niufl: be attended with Ibme 
circumftanccs, bcfides its bare feculty erf" 
Jhewing other objefis. Mere light is too 
common a thing to make a ftrotig im-^ 
jweflion on the mind, and without * 
ilrong impreflion nothingcan be fublim^ 
But fuch a light as that of the fun, im- 
mediately exerted on the eye, as it over- 
powers the fenfe, is a very great idea. 
Light of an inferior ftrength to this, i/ 
it moves with great celerity, has tbe 
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&me povrer j fiv li^tniiig is certainly 
ptodaCdvc of grandeur, n^t^ it 6wes 
- chiefly to tiie extrone velodiy 6f its mtH 
don. A quick trahlitioil irom li^t to 
darknefi. «r fiom dafkn^ t» li^t, hss 
yet A greater effed^ Bat darknog is 
more |)rodu^vc of fiiblime ideas than 
lig^t. Our ^nkt |>6et was convinced 
of ^ f and indeed fo full was he of 
thu idea, £> entirely poflefled widi the 
{>6wer of a Well-managed darknefs, that, 
iade&rilHng the appearance of theDcd^, 
amidft that profufi<Hi of magnificat 
imagtS,' which the grandeur of his iub- 
jed ivovokes him to pour out upon prery 
fide, he is ^^fi-om forgetting the obfcu- 
li^ which furrounds themofl incompre- 
hmWcAc of all beingS) but 

.- •— '^FTA the mt^ tf diAirtls nmd ; 

OireJii bit thmtt 

. -And what is no leis remarkable, Our ait- 

"^or had thelecret of preserving this idea, 

h •veil 
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cvtti when fae Aemod ta di^Brt the 
>&itheft icdtn Ui v4ien he describes the 
-Ifghc and gliay vhich fiowa from die di- 
^•^ihc pre&ace ; a light ^diich by itsiray 
' ac£f^ ifr cotivcrted isto a Q>ode» of daik- 

hefc.- .'.".. 

Here is an idea Mt only' {>oetlcd ift aft 
•.high -degree, ^nt Ari£Uy and plulafo^ 
X^ly juft. Extreme li^jhy <kei?ti&mii^ 

' £> as in its^ e^^ exa^y td F^cmble jk^ 
riilfe. Afterlbc^ngforfemetimeat^ 

-jun, two black ;^>ot6, the- Jtoprei^ 

-«^eh it ieflvesj fccm to dance bt£>re otir 
eyes. Thus^ are tw.o ideas-as- ^ppo&tbii 
can be imagined reconciled in die ex- 
tremesi^boUij andboAin-fjMtccrf'Aeir 
oppofite nature brought to conttir in 
producing the fublime. And this is 

■ji&t Ae only mftance wherein the op- 
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pofyg isHrcmssi operitecquadlly infavQ^ 
ibf dti fidirfimc^ which in all tlwgs ftbr 

SECT. XV* 
Ligfet in BUILD f NO* 

AS thti manigemeAt of light is A 
flutter of impcvtance in archltcc- 
ture> it is w<h^ enquiring* hoW far dils 
remark is applicable to huU£ng. I think 
then, that all edifices calculated to pro- 
duce an idea of the iublime, ought ra- 
ther to be dark and gloomy, and this fi)r 
two reafons } the firil is, that darknefs 
itfelf on other occafions is known by ex- 
perience to have a greater efFea on the; 
paffions than light. The fecond is, diat 
to make an objeft very ftriking, wc 
^ould make it as diifereflt as poflible 
from the objects with which wc have 
been Immediately converfantj when there- 
L 3 fore' 
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fore you enter a building, you cannot 
pa6 Into a greater lig^t than you had ift 
the open ur ; to go into one ibme few 
degrees lefs luminous, can make only a 
trifling change ; but to make the tranfi- 
tion thoroughly ftriking> you oug^t to 
pa& &om ^e greateft light, to as much 
darkneis as is confident with the ufe of 
ardutedure. At nig^t the contrary mk 
will hdd, 1>ut fc»- the very &me reafbn ; 
and the more highly a room is then illu>»' 
minated, the grander will the paflicNibe^ 



SECT. 
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S E C T. XVI. 

COLOUR. conMered as produaive of 
the SUBIylME. 

AMONG cqIows, fuch as are £)ft 
or cheerful (except peAaps a, 
flrong-radvducb is cheerful) ar^unirttD 
produce grand images. Aa immenie 
mountain covered ^ith a ihining greea 
turf, is nothic^i^ m ^ reQxi^, tQ one 
dark and gloomy ; tb? cloudy flcy is more 
gnmd ^lan the blue; and night more 
fiiblime and folemn than day. Therefore 
in hiftorical painting* a gay or gaudy 
drapery ban never have a happy effect : 
and in buildings, vrben the higheil de- 
gree of the fublime is intended, the ma- 
terials and Oroaiii^ts ought neither to be 
vrhite, nor grepn, nor yellow, nor blue, 
norof a pale red/P9r. violet, norlpotted, 
but of &d and fu^^ous colours, as black, 
orhrowq, or deeit, purple, andtheli^e.. 
4^3 Mttch 
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Much of gilding, mo&ics, painting or 
ftatues, contribute bnt iittk to the fab- 
lime. This rule need not be put in prac- 
tice, except where an uniform degree of 
the moft ftriking filbliniitjr i< to be pro- 
duced, and that in every particular; for 
it ou^t to be obiemd, tliat this melan- 
choly kind of gteatnefs, though it t)«cer« 
tunly the higheft, ought not to be ftndied 
in all ibrts of ediScei, wbue yet gnui- 
deurmultbeftudied; in fuch oaftt dia 
jiiblimity muft be drawn ^om the other 
fburces i with a (Ma caudtxi however 
againift any thing light an dfiant ^ ai no* 
thing fo effeSually deadens the whoI« 
tafte of the fublime* 

SECT. xvn. 

SOUND and LOUDNESS, 

THE eye is not the only organ of 
fen&tion, 1^ which a fuMime paf- 
Son may be produced. Sounds have « 
great 
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great power in thcfe as in moft other 
paflions. 1 do not m^ i^ords, becau& 
words do not 2ffe&. limply by their founds, 
but b^;! jneaas allc^;ether dl&rent. . Ex- 
ceffive loudnefs alone is fufficient to over- 
power the ibul*. to iulpend its adion^ and 
to iiU it with terror- The noifcof vail 
cataract raging ftorrns, thimder, or ar-^ 
tUleiy, avrakes a great and ewefijl /enia-. 
tion ia the mind> though we c^ obferve 
no nicety or artifice io thc^ ibrts of mor 
fie. The ihoutiag of multitud«s has a. 
fimilar effedj and» by the fole ftrength of 
the Ibund, {o aniazes and confounds the 
imagination, tfajit, in this Haggoryig, and 
huny of the mind, the beft cftablifhpd. 
tempers can fcarcdy forbear being borne, 
down, and joining in the common cry,, 
and common reiblution of the crpud. . 



L 4 SECT. 
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SECT. xvni. 

SUDDENNESSi 

ASuddenbeg^nning,or AvUten ce6&-> 
tion of &und of ai^ conJiderable 
ferce, has the iame fiower. The atten-t 
tion is roufed by this f and the ficultlet 
driven forward, as it were, on thor guard. 
Whatever either tn tights or Ibunds 
makes the tranfition from one extreme to 
the odier eafy, cau&s no terror, and con- 
ftquently can be no cau& of greatnefi. 
Inevery thingfuddenandunexpededfWe 
are apt to ftait> that is, we have a per- 
ception of danger, and Qur nature roufes 
us toguardagainft it. It may be obferved, 
that a fingle found of feme flrcngth* 
though but of Jhprt dtiratiofi, if repeated 
after intervals, has a grand cffe£t. Few 
things are more awef^il than the ftrildn^ 
of a great dock, whenthefilenceof the 
night prevents the attention irom being 
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too much diflSpated. The &me may bo 
£ud of a fingle ftrokc on a dnun, repeated 
with pauies $ and of the fuccefllve finng 
<^ Cfmnon at a diftance ; all ^e efScGta 
mentioned in diis &^on havecaufes veiy 
nearly alike. 

SECT. XEX. 
INTERMITTING, 

AL O W, tremtdous. Intermitting 
feundt though it &<^ns in fome 
refpe^ oppofite to that jaft mentioned, 
is produfiive of the fubllmc. It is wordi 
while to examine this a little, llie fkCt 
itielf mull be determined by every man's 
own experience and refleftion. I have 
alreadx;€ibferved, that * night increafes 
our terror, more perhaps than any thing 
elfe ; it is our nature, that, when we do 
^ot know what may happen to us, to fear 
■ '■ ihc worft that can happen us ; and hence 
it 
f Sea. 3, 
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it is» that uncertvnty u lb tcrriUei t^M 
we dtoi ieek to be rid of it, at the ho* 
zard of a mtain mi&hicf. Now, fintm 
low, confb&d, uncertain founds leav« 04 
in die &me fearful anxiety coocenung 
their cau&s, that no lig^t, or iii udecr* 
t^ lig^t doeg concerning theobje^ that 
furrouad us, 

■ ^tuUt ptr iiutrttm Iwum Jui Itut maligna 
Eft iur in poi$. <— 

■ Afutttftfodtwef tmurUin^^y 

lakt 01 a lamfi whafi Efi tbtb/ade miaj { 
Or as the nuan tbtbed vntb tUudf night 
Di^fiew U him wit walit htftar md grtat^ffrigit. 
. Sr£HSBJU' 

But a lig^ now appearing, and now leav- 
ing lis, and fo off and on, is even mere 
terrible than total darknds : and a fort of 
uncertain founds are, when the neceffary 
difpofitions concur, more alarming Aan 
a total £lence, 

SECT. 
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■ S E C T» XX. 
. The (?rics of ANIMALS. 

SUCH fQunds as imitate the natural 
ioaiticulate voices c£ men, or any 
animals in pain or danger, are capable of 
conveying great ideas ; unlels it be the 
well-known voice of fome creature, on 
which we are ufed tolookwith contempt. 
The angry tones of wild beaib are equal- 
ly capable of caufing a great and aweful 
/en&tioa. 

Jiitu exaudir! gemhuty irteftu lamim 
yiiult ruijaittumf ttfira/iib naOe raltiaimi 
Sitlgerifut fitts^ slgnt tm frtefe^bta mfi < 

S«v/r« i <t firtut wugiunm itkkrt lufMim, 

It might feem that the& modulations of 
ibund carry fomeconnu^on with the na- 
ture of the diings diey repre&nt, and are 
Bot merely arbitrary $ becauie the qatu^ 
3 ral 
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ral cries of all amnuds, even of d»ie ani- 
mals with whom we have not been ac- 
quainted, never &il. to niak« tkemi^ves 
fufficiently imderftood; this cannot be 
faid of language. The modificadcms of 
found, which may be productive of tho 
iiiblime, are almoft infinite. Thofe I 
have mentioned, are only a few inftances 
to fhew, on what principle they are all 
jbuilt, 

SECT. XXL 

SMEl,L and TASTE. BITTERS 
and STANCHES, 

^MELLS, and Tajlei, have feme 
^ ihare too in ideas of greatnefs j but 
it is a imall one, weak in its natore, and 
confined in its operations. I Aiall only 
obierve, that no finells or taftcs can pro* 
duce a grand fcnfetion, except cxccffivc 
bitters, and intolerable ilenches. It is 
true, that thele affb&ions of the finell and 
taftc, 
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tafle^ when diey are in diur'fitll fbrcfc, 
and kui direfUy upon the SaiGxy, are 
fimply painful, and accompanied with no 
Ibtt of delight ; but when xtiey are mo« 
derated, as in a deicription or narrative, 
they become iburces of die foUime^ as 
genuine as any odier, and upon the very 
£une principle of a moderated pain. ** A 
** cupofluttemcfi;" " to drain dw bitter 
" cup of fortune ;" ** the bitter apples of 
" Sodom i" theie are all ideas {iiitable 
to a iublime defcription. Nor is this pa^ 
&ge bf . Virgil without Sublimity, where 
ihc fttnSch bf the vapour in Albunea cod- 
j^nres fi> faaf^ily Vndi theiacred horror 
and gjobminefi c^ that prophetic foreft. 

jA m fiHatM$ mmftrit araculti Fawa 
PmtuHti gimtmt «ditt btet/pa fub alta 
Cenfldit Aliuiuaj ntmarum fiue muxirna ficre 
FtnttfiMti fkvxmqueexbitlatopKsiMei^utiai. 

In the fixth book, and in a very fublime 

dpfcriptioD, the poifonous exhalation of 

Acheron 
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Adicron'isnot iar|p}^ nor (bes it jtt all 
■diiagrcfr vith dir other images rmnDOgft 
which it is introduced. . 

Sfiltttita liu fiat, Ta^iK tnntsiut insb 
ScTHfttit ttibi lacu nigro, tawitrwnftrtBa^t, 

■ Tmdtrt iltrftitmti tdit fdfe luUtus airis 

' Faudbui cffandoiu fut>en m1 cotrruu Csr^ab ' 

I have added Ihefe eitanipleBf becatifi! 
fi>me fnends, for whofe ju(^gment I have 
great deference, were of opinion* Uiat if 
iJie (en^ent ftood naJcecfiy hjr itEiM, it 
would be &bjed> at firft rien-> to faur- 
Idque andfidicqjet bat this I tmag^ 
would principally arife from confidcring 
the bitterne& andft«adi ni conpaiQy widi 
mean andcontemptifaae kka;e,mihtfhidi 
it muft be owned they are often udlted j 
fuch an uniondc^radesthe'&lbliiiie iciaU 
other inftances as well as in thofe. But 
it is one of the tells by w^h the fUbU* 
mity of an image is to be tried* not whe- 
ther 
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dier it becoMio mean when ofibciated 
with mean ideas; but whether, whoh 
united with images of an allowed gran- 
^ibw, the whote.compofitian is fiipported 
yrith d^i^. Things which are terrible 
are Always gi-est^ but yrhai things polleii 
^figreeable qiaditia, or iuch as have in- 
^wod finne degree a£ danger, but of a 
danger tafily overcome, thejr afe merely 
'tdfous, as to«ds aind fpido^s. 

' S E C T. XXII. ■ 
FEELING. PAIN. 

OF FteUngt Bttle'more can be faid 
than that the idea of bocUly pain > 
m all the modes and degrees of labour, 
p£un, anguiih, torment, 16 productive of 
the fublime ; and nothing dfe in this 
icnfe can produce it. I need not^ive here 
any frclh inftances; as thofe given in the 
former ic£tion$ qbundantly^Uuftratc a re- 
mark, that in reality wants only an at- 
tention 
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tmtion to saitue, to bo mde bj. pvetj 
^»ody. 

Having dius run diroi^ the catdb 
of die fublime with reference to all the 
fenfes, my firft ob&nratton {Ce3t. 7.) mil 
be found very nearty true } diat ihe fiib- 
lime is an idea belonging to fdf'pi'e&m- 
tion ; tlutt it is therefore one of Ae 
moftafiedingwe^Ve; that its ftrongeft 
emotion is an emotion of diArefi s and 
that no * pleaiiire &om a pofitive cau& 
belongs to it. Numbfrlefs examples, be* 
fides thofe mentioned, mi^t be brou|^ 
in fiipport of theie truths> and manjr 
perhaps tUeful ocin&qttences drawn fitnn 
them.*-^ 

Seii/ugit hutrtiij ft^t irrtmc^Ut tafutf 
Singula dum eapti drcunmBamar amn* 

• Vide fefl. 6. part I. . 

The End of the Second Part. 
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A 
Philofophical Enquiry 

INTO T HE 

I OitatU of oiii lozAi 

or T HE 

siiBLisJE aiid BiAUTiriiL; 

f A R T III. 

S g C f; i: 

Of B E A U T Y. 

IT is my defign to c&nfider beaiity ii 
diftingoiihed from die fublime; and) 
in the cdarib 6f the enqiliiy; to exa^ 
mine hbvr far it is conMent with it. 
But preriods to thisi we mu&i take a fhort 
teriew of the opinions already entetjairi' 
ed of this quality j which I think are 
bax&y to be reduced to ao^ fixed prin- 
M dples s 
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dples ; becaufe men are ufed to talk of 
beauty in a figurative manner, that is to 
£iy, in aoiaaner extmnely unceittio, »nd 
indeterminate. By beau^ I mean, that 
quality, or thofe qualities in bodies, by 
-which they <ai|fe lore, of toe paffion 
fimilar to it. I confine this definition 
to the merely ftnfible qaalities of things 
for the iake of ^ferving the utmoft 
fimplicity in a fubjedt which muft al- 
ways difti^ft us, whenever we take in 
thofe various cauies of fympathy whidi 
attach us to any p^fons «r things from 
fecondary confideratioris, and not irom 
the direfl: ibrce which ^ey have mo^y 
on being viewed. I lifcewife diftinguiih 
b)ve, by which I mean that latis£idio& 
Mfbich ariles to the mind upon cmiteni- 
^ating any thing beautiful, of wlntib-> 
ever nattne it may be,tfiom. define or 
loll } which is an energy of the miod, 
that hurries us on to die polleffi(ni of 
certain ot^e&s, that do not atfed ut 
as tfa^ ar«^utifu], but by iaean& al- 
together 
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tpgetlier difTerent. We fhall haye a 
ftrongdefire fc^ a womsrf of no remark-^ 
able hcMty ; whUft the greatdl beaujty 
at mm, or In o^ier fthimalsi though it 
cauiefr lavti yM excites nodiing at aU 
rf defirei Which fhews that heautyj 
and the paflioiica'U&d bybeautyi which 
i call love^ is difi^nt &om defire, 
tfadug^ defire may fohietimefe <>perate 
aioiig With it; but it is to this latter 
that vte n&uA attribute thofe violent an4 
' tefnpethioub palHons, and the con&quent 
emotions of the botfy which attend what 
is called We iA fome of its grdinary ac-^ 
ceptationsi and not to th< eSc&s oi beaU'* 
ty OKrefy ttt it is fuch; 

e E C T. 11; 

i»rOportioh notdiecaiife of BEAUtV 
in VEGETABLES.. 



B 



ElAUTY hath ufually been &idtfir 
eoniift in certain proportions of 
M a parts. 
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parts. On confidcring the matter I have 
great realbn to doubt, whedier beauty be 
at all an idea belonging to proportion. 
Proportion relates almoft wholly to con- 
venience, as every idea of order leems to 
do ; and it muft therefore be confidered 
as a creature of the underftanding, rather 
than 1 primary caufe aAing on the ienics 
and imagination. }t is not by the force 
of long attention and inquiry th^ we 
find any objeft to be beautiful j be^tuty 
demands no afliftance from our reaibft- 
ing; even the will is unconcerned; the 
appearance of beauty as effefhially cauies 
feme degree of love in us, as the appli- 
cation of ice or fire produdes the ideas 
of heat or cold. To gain ibmething like 
a £)tisfa£l:ory concluiloft in diis p6int, it 
were well to examine, what proportion 
is J fince fevcral who make ufeof that 
word, do not always jeemfto under- 
ftand very clearly the force of the term, 
nor to have very difKnft ideais con- 
cerning tha thing itfclf. Proportion is 
the 
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th? meafure of relative quantity. Since 
all quantity is divlQble, it is evident that 
every diftinft part into which any quan- ' 
tity is divided, mufl hear feme relation 
to the otho- parts, or to the wholc- 
Theie relaticHis give an origin to the 
idea of proportion. They are difcover- 
ed by menfuratton, and they are the oh-* 
jefts of mathematical inquiry. But wh<j- 
tfacr any part of any determinate quan- 
tity be a fourth, or a fifth, or a fixth, 
or a moiety of the whole ; or whether it 
be of equal length with any other part, 
or double its length, or biit one half, is 
a matter merely indifferent to the mind; 
it ftands neuter in the queiUon : and it is 
from this abfolute indifference and trart- 
quillity of the mind, that mathematical 
Speculations, derive fome of their mo(l 
confiderable advantages ; because there is 
nothing to intereil the imagination ; be- 
caufe the judgment fits free and uq- 
btafied to examine the point. All pro- 
portions, every arrangement of quantity 
M 3 is 
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is alike to the onderAaBdiog, becanfe die 
fame truths re£ilt to it fitun aU t from 
fniaier, from ItShr, from equatil^ and 
inequality. But fiiediy heanty is Ao idoa 
tttlonging to menfurationj nor has it 
viy tiling to do widi caloiktba and gcCn 
metry. If it had» we might tlken poiBt 
out feme certaiq meaiures whi<^ vre 
feould d«n<>nfb^te to be beautifUl, eithcF 
is fimply «onfidered, or as rdated to 
bthn-s; and we could call in tht^ fiar 
-' ttiral objedts> for whofe beauty we ha«B 
fio voucher but die fefife, to this hap^ 
Aandard, ajid confirm die voice df <H>r 
paffipns by the detotninfltioii of our re*-: 
ion. But fin(« we have n^t this hel|p» 
|et us &c if^Mther propCfft&on cm lA 
any lenfe be confidered as thjs cau& of 
t>«iuly} as h^ b£en fb generally, and by 
fome {o confidendy affimied. If ptc^ 
^rtion be one of the conftiturats of 
be&uty, it muft derive that ppw^ atSm 
frota &)me natural properties inherent in 
pertain metres, which operate medtfr 
nically ^ 
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wcaUyi irom the operatiod c^ cuAom j 
or from the fitneft \duch Satat itaeaftires 
have to aniwer fixne paiticulaf ends t^ 
convehieiicy. Our bufinefs therefore is 
to enquire, whether the parts of tbo& 
cb^e&Sf which are fooDd beautiful la tke 
vegetahle or animal kingdoms, are coiv- 
ftandy £} formed according to fuch cer- 
tain mnfuros, 41 may ierve to iatisfy us 
that iheir beauty refults 6:001 thoie mea- 
fiiresr on the principle of a natural me* 
chanical cauib; or firom cuftom i or. ia 
fine, &om dieir fitaeft for aoy dete^ml- 
jute purpc^s. 2 intend tp examine this 
point under each of thefe heads in their 
order. But before I proceed further, I 
hope it will not be thought ami&t if I 
lay down the rules vrhkh. gcnvrned me 
in this inquiry, and which have milled 
me in it^ if I have gone aftray. i . If two 
bodies producx the iame or a fimilar 
eSc&. on the mind, and on examination 
they are found to agree in Came of their 
firc^rties, and to di&r in odiors ; the 
M 4 common 
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commion efk& is tp be attributed to iba 
properties in whidi tiiey agrcc> and not 
to thoie in whidi they differ. 2. Not to 
account for the e&d of a natural obje& 
from the e(^t& of an artificial objeA. 
3. Not to account for the effcfl: of any 
natural obje^ from a conclufion of pbr 
reafoQ concerning its ufes, if a natural 
cauie may be afligncd. 4. Not to ad- 
mit any detenninate quantity, or any re7 
lation of quantity, ^ the cauie of a ca- 
tain effc&, if the effect is produced by 
different or oppofite meafures and rdir 
tions ; or if diefe meafures and relations 
may exift, and yet die effe& may not 
be produced. Theie are the rules which 
! have f^icfly foUo'vred, whilft I ^ramin- 
ed into the power of proportion conJider- 
ed as a natural cauie } and thefe, if he 
blinks them juA, I rtqueft the reader to 
carry with him throughout the following 
diicu£pn i whilft we inquire in the firft 
place, in what things we find this qua- 
lity of beauty j next, to feeyrhpther in 
theis 
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Ae& we can find any aHignable propoFr 
tions, in Tudi a manner as ought to con- 
vince us, that our idea of beauty refults 
irom them. We (hall confider this 
plcaling power, as it appears in T^etar 
bles, in the inferior animals, and in man. 
•Turning our eyes to the vegetable crea- 
tion, we find nothing there fo beautiful 
as flowers ; but flowers are almoft of 
every fort of Ihape, and of every fort of 
difpofition ; they arc turned and fafliion- 
cd into an infinite variety of forms i and 
from thele forms, botanifts have given 
i&am their names, which are almoft as 
various. What proportion do we diico- 
JKT between the ftalks and the leaves of 
flowers, or between the leaves and the 
pifUIs? How does the (lender Halk of 
the role agree with the bulky head under 
which it bends ? but the rofe is a beauti- 
ful flower ; and can we undertake to iky 
that it does not owe a great deal of its 
beauty even to that difproportion ? the 
rofe is a large flower, yet it gnjws upon 
a fmall 
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fl finall ihnib j the flower <:£ the apj^ 
is very fmall, and grows i^n a large 
tree ; yet the ro& and die a{^le bloflcon 
are both beautiful, and the plants that 
bear them are moil engagingly attired 
notwithilandingthisdilproportion. What 
by general con&nt is allowed to be a 
more beautiful objeA than an orange 
txw, flouiilhing at once with its leaves, 
its blofibms, and it& fruit ? but it is in 
vain that we fearch here for any propor- 
tion between the h«g^t, ^e breaddi* tx 
any thing elle concerning the dimenfions 
of thewhole, or concerning the rclttioi) 
t>f the particular parts to each other. 1 
grant that we may obforvc in many 
flowers, (bmething of a r^ukr figure, 
find of a methodical dKpofition of the 
leaves. The ro& has fuch a figure and 
fuch a difpofition of its petals ; but in aa 
oblique view, when this figure is in a 
good meafxu-e loft, and the order aS the 
leaves confounded} it yet retains its beau-^ 
ty i die rofc is even rpore beautiful be- 
fore 
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fore it is fuU bldwnj and the bod, be* 
fim this exad figure is ibnaed $ aad this 
is not ihe oaly infbnce. wherein method 
and txi£tta&p the fiml of proportion, are 
fi»uid rather pr^udicial (hap ^nrjceitbl? 
to the caii& of hsaiity. 

S E C T, . m. 

Proportioa not the cau& of BEAUTY 
in ANIMALS. 

THAT proportion has but a finafl 
Aiare is the formation of btautjj 
is full a£ evident among animals. Hero 
die greateft varic^ of Ih^wSf and di^- 
fitions of parts are well fitted to excite 
diis idea. The iwan, con&fledly a bcau«' 
tiAil bird, has a neck long^ than the reft 
of his body, and but a very ihort tail ; 
is this a beautiful proportion ? we muft 
dUdw that it is. But then what Hiall wc 
•fiiy to the peacock, who has comparatively 
)>ut a fhort neck, with a tail longer than 
-the 
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the neck and the reft of the body taken 
together ? How many birds are dicre that 
vary infinitely from each of thefe ftan- 
dards, and from every other which you 
can fix, with proportions different, and 
often direftly oppofite to each other ! and 
yet many of thefe birds are extremely 
beaijtifiil ; when upon con(j4ering them 
we find nothing in any one part that 
might . d^ermine us, a prioru tp &y 
what the others ought to be, nor indeed 
to guefs any thing about them, but what 
experience might flicw to be full of dif- 
appointment and miftake. And vth 
reg^d to the colours either of birds or 
flowers, for there is fomething fimilar in 
the colouring of both, whether thc^ are 
confidered in their extenfion or gradation, 
there is -nothing of proportion to be obi- 
ferved. Some are of but one fingle co- 
lour; others have all the colours of the 
rainbow j fomc are of the primary co- 
lours, others are of the mixt; in fliort, 
an attentive obferver may foon condodo* 
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that there is as littte of proportion in the 
colouring as in the Ihapes of thefeob- 
jeiSs^ Turn next to beafts i examine the 
head of a beautiful horle; find what 
proportion that bears to his body, and to 
his.limbs, and what relation thefe have 
to each oAer » and when you have fet- 
tled thefe proportions as a ftandard of 
beauty, then take a dog or cat, or any 
odier animal, and examine how far the 
fame proportions between their heads and 
their necks> between thofe and the body> 
and Co on, are found to hold j I think we 
may iafely fey, that they diifer in every 
fpccies, yet that there are^ individuals 
found in a great many fpecies fo differ- 
ing, that have a very ftriking beauty. 
Now, if it be allowed that very dif- 
ferent, and even cojitrary forms and dif- 
pofitions are cpnfiftent with beauty, it 
amounts I believe to a conceffi<Mi, that 
no certain - meafures , operating from a 
aatural principle, are neceffary to pro- 
duce 
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dace it» at leaft ib &r as the iHute fpKMS 
i* concerned. 



S E C T. !V. 

Proportiort not the caufc of BEAUTV 
in the human ^Kcies. 

THERE are feme parts <^ die ho* 
mftn body, that are obierved ta' 
hold certain proportions to bath other j 
but before it can be proved, ^at the ef- 
ficient caufe of beauty lies in th(^, it 
mufl be fhewn, that where^ever thele aiv 
jbund exaft, die pe^ibn to whom thef 
belong is beautiful. I mean in the tStSt 
produced on the view, either of any 
member diftinftly confiderfed, cm* of th*. 
whole body togetfier. It muft be like* 
wife Ihcwn, that thefe parts Hand in fuch 
a relation to each other, that the com<) 
parifon between them may be «dU]^ 
made, and that the afieifticHi of tht 
mind may naturally refult from it. Foi' 
3 '^If 
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my part, I have at ieveral times very 
carefblly examined many of ^ide pro-* 
portions, andfound them hold very near- 
ty, or altogether alike in many iubjedte, 
which were not only very di&rent from 
•ae another, but where one has been 
very beaatifnl, and die other very re^ 
mote'from beauty. With regard to tlu 
parts which are found So proportimed^ 
they are often fo remote from each other, 
HI fituation, nature, and office, that I 
cannot ike how they admit of any com- 
panibD,jior confequentlyhow any^eft 
owii^ to proportion can refiilt from 
^em. The neck, &y diey, in beauti- 
ful bodies ihould meaiure with the calf 
«f the leg } it fhould likewi& he twice 
Ae circumference of the wriiL And an 
in&nity of obfenrations of this kind are to 
befbundin the writings and conserlations 
ftf many. But what relation has the 
calf of the leg to the neck ; or eidier of 
Aefe parts to the wrift ? Thefc propor- 
tions are certainly to be found in hand- 
fotne 
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feme bodies; They ap as cert^idy in: 
ugly ones, as any win will take ^c 
pains to tiy» may find. Nayj I do noi 
Ipnow hut they may be leaft perfed irk 
feme of the moft beautiful. You may 
aifign any proportions yon pleaie to 
eveiy part of the human body j and J 
undertake that a punter ftiall religionily 
ebfcrve them all, and notwithftand-£ 
ing produce^ if he pleafes, a Tery n^y 
figurei The Guhe painter ihall cDofider* 
ably deviate from diefe proportions^ and 
produce a Tcry beautiful one. And in- 
deed it may be oblervcd in the mafter- 
pleces of the ancient and modehi Aatu- 
ary* that feveral of them difier very 
widely from the fwoportions of othsts; 
in parts very confpicuous, and of great 
confideration ; and that they differ no 
le& from the proportions we find iri 
living men, of forins extremely ftriking 
and agreeable. And after all, how are 
the partizans of proportional beauty 
agreed amongft themielves about the 
prfti 
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proportions of the human body f feme 
hold it to be fevcn heads j fdrhe mike it 
eight J whilft others extend it evert to 
ten ; a vaft difference in fuch a fmall 
nuhiber of dirifioils ! Others take othcf 
jhcthods of eftimating the proportions/ 
and all with equal fuccefs. But afe thcfe 
proportions exactly the fame in all harid- 
ibme men ? or are they at all the propor-* 
tsons found in beautiful women ? rio-^ 
body will &y that they are ; yet both 
fexes are undoubtedly capable of beauty^' 
and the female of the grbateft ; wfhich 
advantage I believe will hafdly be attri- 
buted to the fuperior exadlnefs of pro- 
portion in the fair fex. Let us reft i 
moment on this point; and confidef 
how much difference there is between 
Ac meafures that prevail in many * fi-i 
nular parts of the body, irt the ts^o 
fexes of this fingle fpecies only. If you 
f^gn any determinate proportions to thft 
limbs' of a man, and if you limit human 
beauty to thcfe proportions, when you 
N- find 
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find a woman vrbo difiers ia the makt 
and meafures of almoft every par^ yea 
miiit conclude her not to be beautiinlm 
ipite of the fuggefttona off our imaguu* 
tion J or in obedience to yourinuginatiiffl 
you muft renounce your ruks; yoamnft 
lay by the fcale and compais, and took oat 
for £>me other cau& of beauty. For if 
beau^ be attached to certain ni e af ar o 
which operate &om zprmc^mtutwrty 
why flioold fimilar parts mth dUi^rect 
meafures of proportion be found to have 
beauty, and this too in the very feme 
fpecies ? Buf to openourviewalitde^it 
i$ worth obfervingf that ahnoil: all ani- 
mals have parts of very much die fione 
nature, and deftined neariy to the £uiie 
purpoJeSi an he^, neck, body, feet, 
eyes, ears, noie, and moathj yet Fran* 
dence, io provide in the beft manner Sot 
their fevcral wants, and to difplay the 
richer of his wifiLom and goodne& in his 
creation, has worked out of theie iew 
and fimilar organs, and members, a di- 
verfity 
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fet&ty hardly fhort (^ infiniee in th^ 
dtfpofitiont HKiafareJli 2nd relation. But 
u we have befbrt ^ierved^ amicUt ih^ 
i^mte dtvei^ty^ one pattkular is tx^-^ 
OKHi to matiy fpecies j Ibveral of the Iri- 
(tividuajs which compose diem« are ca- 
fable of afic^ing U8 Vfiih a fehle of 
lorelineffi } and whilft they agree in {^ro^^ 
ducang dm cfkOii they difl^r clxrtremely 
ift die tdative meafiires of thofe parts 
Which have f^oduced it* Thcfe confide- 
ntions w^re ftifficient to induce ttw £9 
f^eet the notiofl of any {)articular pro- 
portions diat operated by nature to pro- 
duce & pleaikig «ffe& j bttt tfiofe \rho 
will agpee with me with regard to a par- 
ticular proportion, are ftrongly prepsf* 
(b&A in favour of 6ne-jj»pr« indefi-- 
nite. Theyira^gine^tiiaft although beaa-> 
ty in general is annexed to no certain 
tiieafures common to the ieveral kinds 
of plealing plants and animals ; yet tha< 
there is a certain fH'oportion in each 
Qnciea abiolatdy eiTcBtial to the beauty 
N 4 vt 
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of that particular kind. If we confider 
the aoimal^YQrid in g«ieral> we find 
beauty confined to no certain mcafures s 
but as fonie peculiar meafure and relation 
of p»rts k . what diitinguifhn each pe- 
culi^ clafs of animals, it muft of necef- 
fity be, that the beautiful in each kind 
will be found in the meafures and pro- 
portions of that kind ; for othawi& it 
would deviate from its ^opar fpedesr 
and become in .fome fort mopftrous.; 
however, no ^wjics is fo ftriilly .confined 
to, any certain pcopontioiHt -t^t there i» 
not a cenfiderable variation .ampngft die 
wdiyiduals ; . and as it has' been .(hewn, 
of the human,. fo it may be Ihewn of 
the brute kinds, that beauty is found in-: 
differently in all the proportions, which 
cachkindcanadmit, without quitting its. 
common form ; and it is this idea of a com- 
mon form that makes the proportion of 
parts at all regarded, and not the opera- 
tion of any natural cau& : indeed, a little, 
Qonlideratipn will make it appear, that 
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it is not meafure but manner that created 
all the beauty which belongs to (hape. 
What lights do we borrow from thefe 
boafkd proportions, when we ftudy 
ornamental deiign ? It feems ama- 
zing to me, diat artifts, if they were 
as well convinced as they pretend 
to be, that proportion is a, principal 
caufe of beauty, have not by them at all 
times accurate meafurements of all forts 
of beautiful animals to help them to 
proper proportions, when they woiild 
contrive any thing elegant, cfpecially as 
they frequently affertj that it is from ah 
obfervation of the beautiful in nature 
they diredk their praftice. I know that 
it has been iald long fince, and echoed 
backward and forward from one writer 
to another a thoufand times, that the 
proportions of building have been taken 
from thofc of the human body. To 
make this forced analogy complete, they 
rcprefent a man with his arms raifed and 
extended at "frill length, and then de- 
icribe a fort of fquare; as itis formed by 
N 3 paffing 
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pacing lilies tlong the esctromtics of 
this Ancge figure. 3ut it af^witre Very 
dearly to me, that the human figure 
never fupplicd the ardiiited widi any oi 
his ideas. For in the firfi: place, mea 
■re very rarely fcen in this ftrained po- 
ftuEe i it is not natural to them ; neither 
is it it all becomi'iig. 3ecotid]y, the 
view <^ (he hum^i figure ib d}4>o6d, 
docs not naturally iuggeft the i4ea of a 
fijuaiv, but rather e£ a crofi j »» diat 
large ipacc between die txnis aqd ^ 
ground, muil be fiUed with iompduiig 
before it can make any body thinfc c( a 
fquare. Thirdly, feveral buildings are 
by no means of the fotm of that par- 
ticular iquarc, which are notwidiftandi 
ing planned by the beft afchit^s, and 
prodnce an effc<5t altogether as good, and 
perhaps a better! And certainly nothing 
could be more unaccountably whiinfical, 
dun for an architcd to model his pcT'- 
formancc by the human figure, fincc nfl 
two things can have lefs refcmblahceor 
waahsgy, thao a man, and m houie or 
, temple i 
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temple ; do we need to obfcrve> that their 
jHirpofes are entirely different ? What I 
am 3^ to fuTped: is this : that thde ana- 
logies were det^ifed to give a credit to 
the worics c^ art, by fliewing a con&r- 
mity between them and the nobleit 
works in nature, not that the latter ferved 
at all to iupply hints for the perfection of 
^c fbrm^. And I am the more fiilly 
convinced, that die patrons of proportion 
have transferred their artificial ideas to 
nature, and not borrowed- firom thence 
the proportions they ufe in works of art j 
becaufe in any dilcufHon of this fubjet^, 
they always quit as ibon as pollible the 
open field of natiu^ beauties, the ani- 
mal and vegetajjle kingdoms, and fortify 
thcmfclvcs within the artificial lines and 
angles of architedlure. For there is in 
mankind ah unfortunate propenfity to 
make themlclves, their views, and their 
works, the meaTure of excellence in eve- 
ry thing whatfoever. Therefore having 
obfcryed that their dwellings were moft 
, _. N 4 com- 
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conunodious and firm when they were 
thrown into regular figures, with parts 
anfwerable to each other ; th^ tranf^ , 
ferred theie ideas to thur gardens ; they 
turned their trees into pillars, pyramids, 
and obcliflcs ; they formed their hedges 
into fo many greeh walls, and faihioned 
the walks into fquares, triangiles, an4 
other mathematical figures, with exaft-r 
nefe and fymmetry j and they thought if 
they were not imitating, they were at leaft 
improving nature, and teaching her to 
know her bufinels. But nature has at 
lafl efcaped from their discipline and 
their fetters } and our gardens, if nothing 
elfc, declare, we begin to feel that mathe- 
matical ideas are not the true meafures of 
beauty. And furely they are full as litdc 
ft> in the animal, as the vegetable world. 
For is it not extraordinary, that' in thefc 
fine defcriptive pieces, thefe innumer- 
able odes and elegies which. arc in the 
mouths of all the world, . and many of 
^hich have been the entertainment of 
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gges, dwt in thefe pieces which defcribe 
love with itich a paiHonate energy, and 
reprcfent its objefl: in fuch an infinite 
variety of lights> not one-word is iaid of 
proportion, if it be what Ibme infiil it is. 
the principal component of beauty; whOft 
at the fame timc» feveral other qualities 
are very frequently andwartnly mwition- 
ed ? But if proportion has not this power, 
it may appear odd how men came ori- 
ginally to be fo prepofleficd in its £1- 
vour. It aroie, I imagine, from the 
fondnef^ I have juft mentioned, which 
men bear fo remark^ly to their own 
works and notions ; it arofe from felfe 
reafonings on the effetSs of the cufto- 
mary figure of animals j it arofe from 
the Platonic theory of fitaefs and apti- 
tude. For which reafon, in the next 
fcdtion, I (hall confider the effects of cuf- 
torn in the figure of animals ; and after- 
wards the, idea of fitnefs : fince if propor- 
tion does not operate by a natural power 
atttnding fome meafures, it mufl: be 
, either 
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either by cuftom, or the i^oa of otiU^ > 
there is no other way. 

S E C T. V. 

Pn^wrtion iurdier confidercd.^ 

IF I am not miftaken. a great <if<l of 
die prejudice in £ivour of {m>porti9a 
has mfen, not fq much from the ob&r- 
vation of any certtUo meafures feund in 
beautiful bodies, as from a wrong ides 
of the rd^on which defbrmi^ bc»« *» 
beauty, to which it has been confid«red 
as the oppofite ; oh this priacl^e it was 
concluded, diat whov the caufes of de- 
.forn^ty were removed, beauty muft na- 
turally aiid neceflahiy be introduced. 
This I bcUev^ is atniftake. jFor df^' 
tmty is oppofed, not to beauty, but to 
the complete^ common form. M one of 
the legs of a man be found fhorter 
than the other,, the man is deformed] 
because there is fpmcthing wanting t» 
3 cpm- 
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cemf^ete the wiiole idea we form of a 
man; and this has the lame cffc€t in na- 
^iral faults, as maiming and mutilatioa 
produce from accidents, So if the back 
be humped, the man is deformed i be- 
eaufe his back has on unu£ial ^figure, and 
what carries with it the idea of fome 
diieaie or misfortune ; ib if a man's neck 
be Qonliderably longer or {horter than 
u&alf we fay he is deformed in that 
part, becaafe, men »e not commonly 
made in that manner, But furely every 
hour's e^cpcrience may convince us, that 
a man miy have his legs of an equal 
kngth, and refcmbling each other in all 
reQ)e£ts, and his neck of a juil iize, and 
his back quite ftrait, without having at 
the fiune time theleaft perceivable beauty, 
bideed beauty is ib far irom belonging to 
the idea of cuih}m, that m reality what 
affefts us in that manner is' extremely 
rare and uncommon.' The beautiful 
ftrikes us as much by its novelty as the 
formed ttielf. ft is thus in thofe ipe- 
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cies of animals with which we arc ac- 
quainted ; and if one of a new fpecies 
were prcfented, we ftiould by no means 
wait until cuOiom had fettled an idea of 
proportion, before wc decided concern- 
ing its beauty or uglinefs. Which (hews 
that the general idea of beauty can 
be no more owing to cuftomary than 
to natural proportion. Deformity arifes 
from the want of the common prt^r- 
tions ; but the neceffary rcfiilt of their 
cxiftence in any objefl is not beauty. 
If we fuppofe proportion in natural things 
to be relative to cuftom and ufe, the na- 
ture of ufe and cuftom will fhew, that 
beauty, which is a pqfitrue and power- 
ful quality, cannot refult from it. Wc 
are fo wonderfully formed, that whilft 
we are creatures vehemently deflrous 
of novelty, we are as ftrongly attached 
to habit and cuftom. But it is the na- 
ture of things which holds us by cuf- 
tom, to affeft us very little whilft we 
are in poffeffion of them, but ftrongly 
whcA 
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when they are abfent. 1 remember to 
have frequented a certain place, every 
day for a long time together ; and I may 
truly iay,' that fo far from finding pka- 
fure^ in it, I was affeiled with a fort of 
wearineis and difguft j I came, I went, 
I returned without pleafiire ; yet if by 
ally means I pafled by the ufual time of 
my going thither, I was remarkably un-. 
eafy, and was not quiet till I had got in- 
to my old track. . They who ufe fiwiF, 
tak-e it almoA widiout being lenfible 
thatthey take it, and the acute fenfe of 
Ciiell is deadened, fo as to feel hardly 
any thing from fo fharp a ftimulus j yet 
deprive tbefnuff-t^erpf hisbox, andhe 
is the moft uneafy mental in the world. 
Indeed fo far are ufe and habit from be- 
ing caufes of pleafure, merely as fuch, 
ihzt the effect of conftant ufo is to make, 
all things of whatever kind entirely un-, 
affeding. For as ufe at laft takes off 
the painful effed of many things, it re- 
duces the pleafurable eiFeil of others in 
the 
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the lame mftDner, and brifigs both to A 
£>Ft of mediocrity and indiffdvnce. Veiy 
juftly is ufe called a fecond nature ; aad 
our aaturial and commoto ftate i& one of 
ab&luteindifflttence^eqiiallyprqjarcdfiH' 
pain or pleafure. But when weare thrown 
out of this ftate, or.dcprived of any dung 
requifite to muntain us in it j vihetk tfai» 
diance does not happen by pleafure from 
fbme mechanical caufe, we are always 
hurt. It is lb with the fecond natote, cof^ 
torn* in aU things which rdate to it. Thus 
the want of the ufual pn^XHtions in men 
and other animals is fure to dilguft> ihough 
Aeir pretence is by no means any caufe 
c^realfdeafure. It is true* that the pro- 
portions laid down as caules of beauty 
in the human body, are frequently found 
in beautiful ones, becaufe they are ge- 
nerally found in all mankind ; but if iC* 
can be fliewn too, that they are found 
without beauty, and that beauty fre- 
quently exifts without them,i and that 
Ais beauty, where it cjrilb, always can he 
alHgned 
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~a£Cigntd to other le& equiTOcal caules, 
it will natnrally lead us to cwicludc, 
ihit propcffticin tnd beaiitj are not ideas 
of the 6me nature. The true oppofitc 
to beauty is not Aiproptortion or ilefbr- 
mity, but ugHneJfi and as it proceeds 
&om cilices oppofite to tho& of pofitive 
beatfty, we cannot confider it until w4 
come to treat <A diat. Between beauty 
and ugtinds there is a fort of mediocrity, 
in which the afligned Jjfoportions are 
nu^ commonly found ; but this has no 
efi«^ upon the palHrais. 

S E C T, VI. 

FITNESS not the raufc of BEAUTY.. 

IT is f^d diat the idea of utility, or 
erf" a part's being well adapted to an- 
fwcr its end, is the caufc of beauty, or 
indeed beauty itfaf. If it were not £q( 
this opinion, it had been impoffible for 
the doilriiw cf poportion' to have held 
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its ground very long j the world wotila 
be foon weary of hearing of meafures 
which rdated to nothing, either of a 
natural principle^ or of a fitnels to ah- 
fwer £)me end; the idea which man^ 
kind moft commonly conceive of pro- 
portion, is the iuitablenefi of means ti) 
certidn ends, and, where this is not ^ 
queftion, very feldpm trouble themfelves 
about the effect of di^rent lneafure$ of 
things. Therefore it was necftffiityfbi' 
this theoiy to infift, that not only arti-^ 
ficial, but natural ot^efts took tfaor 
beauty from the fitnefs of the parts for 
their feveralpurpoles. Butinfiramingthis 
theory, I am apprehenfive that experi- 
ence was not fuffidently confulted. Forj 
on that principle, the wedge-like fhout 
of a fwinC, with its tou^ cartilage' at 
the end, the little funk ^es, and the 
whole make of the head, fo well adapts 
cd to its offices of dig|;ing and rooting, 
would be extremely beautiful. The great 
' bag hanging to the bill of a pelican> a 
tiring 
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thing highly iife&il to this animal^ would 
belikewife as beautiful in our ^es. The 
hedgehog, Co well fccured againit all afr 
6ults by his prickly hid^ and the por- 
cupiiie~ with his niliBle quills, would be 
then conlida^d:^ creatures- of no fhiall 
«Iegattce. The^ are few animalS], whoic 
jparts are better contrived thari thofe of a 
monkey i he has the hands of a man* 
joined to the ^ringy limbs of abeaAc 
he ia adpuraUy xalculated for. running, 
leaping,, grappling^ aad climbii^j and 
yet there are few animals which fecni to 
have Icfs beuity, in the eyes, of all man- 
kind. I need iay little on the trunk 
«f the elephant, of fuch various ufe- 
fulne&, and whidi is &> far from con- 
tributing to his beauty. How well 
fitted is the wolf for running and leap^^ 
ing ? how admirably is the lion, armed 
for battle ? but will any oiie therefore 
call the elephant^ the wolf, and the lion, 
beautiful animals ? I believe nobody wi]l 
think tiie form of a man's lejs lb well 
O i^pted 
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ttdapted to running, as th(% of an hbiCe, 
a dog, a deer, and fereral other creatoresi 
aticiafl-theyhiaTC not-tbat ap^teaiance: jret 
I-hdieTC a'VrcH-&fluonedhtimaAl^ VfiA 
Ix allowed £tr to exceed iSL '^tek H 
tcauty. 1£ Ac fibiefe of parts -iwfe 
what conftituted tlRlOTelitte& df th^ 
jform, the aftud employment of thed 
would undoubtedly much augment it^ 
but tiiis, -dioughit is fi)ifteitimes £b npoQ 
uiothcr praiciple, is farJfrom bdrig i^ 
w^s the cafe. A bird on the wii^ 4s 
'not £> beautHal as when it ^ pe^diol^ 
nay, diere are ^ersQ- rf 'Ac domcftS: 
ifowls wKidi are feidtiim feeh'to fly, ara 
which are nodiing the ~le& bcatitifl3 
on that account ; yet birds are &> cv- 
tremely different in thdrfiinn fiom thb 
beaA and human kinds, that you cannOt, 
on the principle c£ fitnefs, allow ihem 
any ^ng agreeable,^ but in confiderfttion 
«f their parts b^ng defigned for qnitb 
other purpofcsj I never in my Kife 
chanced to fee a peacock fly; andyctbe- 
- fore. 
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tark, vtty long l^eAr^ I confiderdd any 
bptitadft in his form fop tHc aerial life> 
I ynls fbuc^ vndi:/the eztretne beftuty 
fKhioh raifts tiiat bird ^.bore msiiy of 
the hiA Bying faiels in the world j 
thought &r any duBg I faw« his way of 
tivii^ WflB miiich like that of die fwihe* 
)rfikh &dia the~&nn:<7acd aloi^ with 
liun> The &me inay be &id vf cooks 
henGt ohd the llket thsy are ic^khe ily« 
\Ag kind in figure * in iheir mfutmer of 
notil^ npt very difierent frcon ihen and 
bcafts. T<>.leavethe&f<»^neiXiLinpls8$ 
iTbeaaty in mir own fpccies was annexed 
to u&* men wotddhe much moi^ lovely 
thantmmien; and ftreng& and agility 
Mould' he £on£deredatLtIu oAly beautta* 
But to cati ilnngth by the name cf beaut 
ty, to have'but oiw denpmiaation for th« 
qualitiiss of a Yeiius .and Hecculcs> fo 
totaltf difierent in aknofb all re^cds, is 
fiirtly a ftrange confidion of 'idc2S» or 
sh^c of words. The caufe of this con^ 
fufion, I imagine, pr(K:eed& from our ire-* 
O z- qucntly 
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quently pcrceivihg Ae parts of Ae hu- 
man ^nd other' animal bcxUes to be at 
once very tenitifal^iand rcrf. vnSi adapt- 
ed to their purpoifes ; and we are deceived 
by a foplsi&i, -which makes us take that 
For a aaliSi which' is only a cxmcomitant ; 
this is die fophiihi of the fly j who ima- 
^gihed he raiied a great duft>- becaule he 
Aood upon thfrchariot diat reaUy raiied 
it."- Theilomach, the lirngs. the liva-, 
as weH as other parts, are incomparal^ 
Wdr adapted to tiieir purpofes ; yet duy 
ate-&r 6*001 having lanybeaiity. Agaui* 
many things are very beaatifid, in which 
it is iii^ffible to difcerh any.idia of a&. 
And I appeal to the firft and moft na- 
tural feelings <^ mankind, whether on 
bdbolding a beautiful eye» or a well* 
fafliioned mooth,. or a well->tumed 1^> 
any ideas of their being weU fitted for 
feeing, eating, or running, ever pfifent 
themfelves. What idea of ufe is it that 
Aoweirs excite, the nic^ b|»,atiiul part <^ 
the vegetable world ? It is true, that the 
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iafiidtelyvnft and good Cro^ofhas, of 
liis boanty, frequoitiy }«nc4hoaaty to 
thofe dimgs which he has nufcde alefid to 
us: but this does not prove tiliatan idea 
of '(]& and beauty are the £une things 
or that they are any vrxy dependent oft 
tadk other. . 

SEC T. VII. 
The fed effefts of FITNEiSS. 

WHSiH I exdudedpsopor^tonand 
fitndb from any Ihareinheauty* 
I did Aot hy any ineaos inlmd to iay 
dtat th«7 vere t^f no value, or that tbejr 
ought to he difregarded in works of 
«Et. Works of art are the proper fpherc 
c( their powers and:heEe it is. that thcgF 
have their fiill efFe&. Whenever the 
i>vi{(lom. of oiu- Creator intended that w« 
&ould be affe^ed with any things he 
did not confide the execution of his dc? 
i^ tq di^ languid and precarious opet- 
O 3 rafiwi 
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lotion bf om iek&ini fant he. enSiabd it 
with poWdrt and |m^Mrtie^ that pnftr^t 
Oie uiidelAandin^ adM croj tlxt ^iirUU 
whidi» Ogling apdn the fbtdbs aoid innrf 
^nation; thiptitaw thf ibsd -liitfbi& tbe 
«ih(terftandij)ig i$ nea^ eitber to join trHh 
them, or to oppoJie them. . it a ijt 
]ong dedudion and much ftudy, that we 
diicovertl#a4oral:^iTifitDti;t>of God in 
his works : when we di&ovcr it, the 
efika li vtr^tifkrt9S» not toJ^ in the 
manner of acquiring it, but in its own 
hoture, from ^diat vrfiidiftrikis us vrfth- 
oiit any jprq>at-atioh frdcil tbk fubUme 
xtr- the beatitiftd. Hair d^eoent is Hie 
&tii&&ion pf m anatemift^ mho dif> 
coven the uie bf die mi^les and of ihs 
ildn,. -A^ excdHent uonfariTainoe.'bf .^ 
one. ibr'tlu: vaiioiii -movoaaiifs of tts 
hody, and th«' wonderful texture of d» 
othtav ait-oai^ a ^snsral cpvdiqg, and 
At oiKo a gcneralDu^t as .vaiSi bi iiy. 
ht; }^Tkr.-diifn%ntis thisfi-amdlfcaffic^• 
tion which pqflb&s .an . xat^'dry man 
at 
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Dt the %ht of a ddicate finootli fkin, 
f^i ail t^e i^ber parts of beauty, which 
fcquire no inveft^gation to be perccivr 
cc( ^ ^ the former cafe, whilft we lool^ 
1^ ta the Maker with admiration and 
pr^ife, the oli^ed which cau^ it ixta^ 
be b^ip^s and diAaftefuI ^ the latttryery 
pft^ fo touch^ us by ^ts power on thf 
inai^gina^n, that we examine but Uttlp 
iftto the artifice of its cpntrivance ; and 
wc have ^ed of. a ftrong efibrt of our 
fc^lftn todii^t^g^oturnj^ds from thp 
allur^tpents of ^e objeA, to a confide? 
latipi) pf thftt wifilom wl^ich invented 
^ powerful a madiine. The efie& of 
{^portion and ^tnefe* at leafl fo far as 
t^ty proceed from a mere confideration 
t^ the work it^:^ produce approlation, 
die acquieicqice of the underdanding, 
^ut not love, nor any pafiion of tha^t 
ipecles. When we examine the AjuCt 
ture c^ a watch, lyhen we come tp 
.know thoroughly the ufe of every part 
<^ it, fi^tisfied as i^e are with the £t- 
O 4 nefe 
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ncfi of the whole, we arc far enough 
from perceiving any thing like heauty in 
the watch-work itielf ; but let us look 
on the cafe; the labour of fomc curious 
artiiV in engraving, with little or ae 
Jdea of ufe, we diall have a much liver 
lier idea of beauty dian we ever could 
have had from the watch ttfelf, thou^ 
the mafter-piece of Graham. In beauty, 
as I faid, the ciFeft is prtvious to any 
knowledge of the ulcj "But to judge of 
proportion, we muft know the end for 
which any work is deiigncd. Accord- 
ing to the end, the proportion varies. 
Thus there is one proportion of a tower* 
another of an'houibj one proportion of 
a gallery, another of an hall, another 
of a chamber. To judge of the pro- 
portions of thefe, you muft be firft ae- 
qudnted with the purpofes for which 
they were defigned. Good fenfe and 
experience acting together, find out what 
is fit to be done in every work of art. 
We arc rational creatures, and in all our 
work* 
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iwbrks we ought to regard their end and 
purpofe ; the gratification of any paf- 
^on, how innocent foever, ought only 
tobe of fecondaryconfidcration. Here- 
in is placed the real power of fitneis and 
proportion J they operate on the under-* 
fianding conHdering than, which t^ 
proves the work and acquiefces in it. 
The paflions, ajid the imagination which 
principally raifcs them, have here very 
^ttle to do. When a rootn appears in 
its original nakedncis, bare walls and a 
f^^n ceiling ; let its proportion be ever 
fo excellent, it plcafes very little ; a cold 
approbation is the utmoft we can reach ; 
a miich worfc proportioned room with 
elegacnt mbnldings and fine fefloons, 
glaifesi and other merely ornamental 
furniture, will make the imagination re- 
volt againfl the reafonj it will pleale 
much more than the naked proportion 
of the firft room which the underftand- 
ing has fo much approved, as admirably 
fitted for tt« purpofes. What I have 
here 
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here iaid and bdEbrc oqnccrf^pg p^^ 
tion, U bf np means to pcff^ade gpc^ 
abfurdly to n^e^t th& idea of u£: in tbc 
works of art. It i$ oalf to ibvf. ^ 
thc& excellent diu^, ^^P^tf ^4 f^ 
portion, are not the £^ne f not that tiuj^ 
ihould either of thuD be dilc^ardod* 

SECT. VUL 
The RECAPITULATION. 

ON the wholej if fucfa p^rts. u 
human bodies as are found ff^' 
portioned, were likewlfe cooftantly fsani 
bcautl&l, as th^ certainly are not j of 
if they were fo fituated, as that a ^^ 
fure might flow from the oopii^lM«''t 
which they feldom mcj orif ai^^^' 
able proportions were found, eitfew j* 
plants or animals, which w^c sivny* 
attended with beauty, which never ms 
the caie j or if, where fJarts were wejl 
adapted .to their pufpo&s,,:!they weK 
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9onftantIy beaotiful, and when no uHe 
^ppearcdf ihtsn was np hcamty, which 
19 contrary to alt experience ; we nught 
conclude* that beauty confiiled in pro* 
pcH^<ni ot utili^. ' But ^nce, iii all re* 
(p^etSt th^ cafe is quite otherwife i wf 
DMy be &tisfie4 that beai,tty docG not 
depend on thefc^ let it owe its origin to 
whiit eKe it.will, 

? £ C T. IX. 

Pfcrfeftion not the caufe of BEAUTY* 

THERE is another notion coFreBt* 
pretty clojely allied to the formerj 
ihat PerfefftM is the conitituent caufe of 
beauty. This opinion has been mad« 
to extoul mnch farther than to ienfibU 
objea:8. But in thefe, fb far is perfect 
tion, co'nfidered as fuch, from being 
the caufe , of beauty ; that this quality, 
where it is higheft in the female (ex, 
almoft always carries with it an idea of 
weak- 
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wcaknefs and impcrfeftton. Women are 
very fenfible of this j for which realbn, 
they leam to \i[p, to totter in their walk* 
to counterfeit weaknefs, and even fick- 
^ nefs. In all this, they are guided t^ na- 
turei Beauty in diftrefi is much the 
moft aflffeaing beauty. Bitching has 
little, leis power ; and modeAy in ge- 
neral, which is a'tacit aUowance of im- 
perfe^on> is it^ confidercd as an ami- 
able quality* - and. cert^l^ hdg^tcn» 
every other that is fo. I know it is in 
every body's moudi, that we ought to 
loye pcrfeftion. This is to me a Suffi- 
cient pFOof» that it is not the proper 
objei% of love. Who ever imd, we 
0tig^ to love a fine woman, or even any 
of thefe beautiful animals, which pkafit 
us ? Here to be ifFcfted, there is-no need 
of thcciDncurfcaice of our will. 
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How far the idea of BEAUTY may be 
applied to ^c qualities of the MIND. 

NO R is this remark in general Ids 
applicable to the qualitie&of the 
mind. Thc^ virtues which caufe ad- 
miration, and are of the fublimer kind^ 
produce ' tciTor rather than lore ; fuch 
as fortitude, juftice, wifdom, and the 
like. Ncy:er was any man amiable by 
force of th^ qualities. Tfaofe which 
oigage our hearts, ; which, impress us 
with a ^fe of lovdineis, are the foftcr 
virtues j eafipefs of tempo:, companion, 
kindnefs,an^liberali^; ^oug^ certainly 
tbofe lat.Rr are of lefs immediate and 
momentous concern to fociety» and of 
leife dignity, fiat it is for -that reafon 
thatthey are fb amiable. Thcgrcat vir- 
tues turn principally on d^gers, punish- 
ment^, and troubles, and are exercifed 
rather 
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rather in prerenting the worft mifi^e^ 
thanindiTpmfingfavoursj and are there-- 
fore not lovely, though highly venerable. 
Tlie fobordinate turn oa celiefs, gratifi- 
cations> umI indulgences f and are diere- 
forc more lovely, though inferior in 
dignity, lliofe per£)ns who creep into 
the hearts of nloft peo^e, who are 
diolen as the companions c^ dieir ft^tet 
hours, and their reliefs 6*0111 Care otA 
anxiety* are never perfbns of fluoing 
qualities, nor ftrong virtues. It is ra- 
ther the fi>ft green <^ ihe foul on whic^ 
we reft our eyes, diat are fatigued with 
beholding more glaring c^je^s. It it 
worth obfcrving how we feel ouriyves 
affeifted in reading the charafters of 
Caelar and Cato, as th^ are fo findy 
drawn and contrafted in Balluft. In one, 
the igrto/cendOf largiundo ; in the other> 
nil largiunda. In one, ihe miferis per" 
fugium; in the other, malis p^rniciem. 
In the latter we have much to admke, 
much to revCTcncc, and pei4iaps fome- 
3 thing 
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thing to fear ; we reiped him. but we 
refped him isDt « dSAatttx. The formcr 
makes us familiar with him ; we love 
lurii, %d he \t&h us vrhi^wrhe plieaJes-. 
To draw things dofer to our firft and 
Wioft natural feelings, I will add a re- 
inisk made iipott reading tiiis ^£tian 
hy sti .in^i6u6 friend. The autho- 
I3ty ^ « fe^ier. fo ^u&fkl *o our weH- 
^Kwig, imdfb jtfftly ii*»erablc upon aH 
«x<Jutt«s, hfedfei*" us from' haviiig -that 
^entire Tdve for ■ lurii Aat we bare for our 
MdthtR, "wfecffe thepBrslrtaJiitfdiority is 
Wmoft Bitted dc^n into the Iriothcrt 
&B<lteels and indtilgrace. Siit wt gene^ 
"rtlty "hwe a -great Icjve • for our grandfa- 
'^I'S, 'in ^hom'this audiority is rcmev- 
*d a degree frdm us, and where the 
'^ettktiefe df age vnUlows iti^tofome- 
^ing of a feminine partklity. 
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S E C T. XI. . 

How far the idea of BEAUTY ma^ b6 
applied to VIRTUE. 

FROM what has been laid itt thf 
foregoing fe&ion, wc may-eafily 
&e, how f»r &e application <^ beauty 
to virtue may be made mth pioprietyi. 
The geno^ application fi£ this qua- 
lity to virtue, has a flrong tei^dency 
to confound our ideas of thin^ i and 
it has given rife to an infinite deal 
of whimiical theory f as die a^iaing the 
jiame of beauty to prc^xnticHi, congrujr 
ty, and perfedion^ as well as to quali- 
ties of things yet more retnote from ow 
Jtatura| ideas of it> and from one ano- 
ther, has tendol to confound our ideas 
of beauty* and left us no ftandard or 
rule to judge by, that was not even more 
uncertain and fallacious than our own 
fancies. This looie and inaccurate man-' 
net 
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rifcr of leaking, has therefore roiHed us 
both in the theory of tafte and of mo- 
rals; and mduced us to remove the fcience 
of our duties from their proper bafi9> 
(our reafon, our relations, and our necef- 
iities), to reft it upon foundations altO" 
gethcr vifibnary and unfubftantial. 

SE C T. Xll. 

The real caufe of BEAUTY. 

HAVING endeavoured to ftiew 
what beauty is not, it remuns that 
we fhbuld examine, at leaft with equal 
attention, in what it really confifts. 
Beauty is a thing much too a£Fe<fting not 
to depend upon fome pofitive quali* 
ties. And, fince it is no creature of 
our reafon, fince it ftrikes us without 
any reference to ufe, and even where 
no ufe at all can be difcefned, fince the 
order and method of nature is generally 
very different from our mcafures and 
■ P ;. "pro- 
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pfopMtvHiSjWe q»^ Qonclv^e ^4tl)«9«i^~ 
is. fgr ^p grcatflf |»rt, ipnu quality ia 
t)<»4i*$, ^^ting moch^caUy opsa th* 
hjin^ ^mnd by t)u istcrvepticp of ^ . 
ifiAittfi. Wc ought Acrefore to cmifidcr 
4t^tive}y m wha< ffi^nn^ ^^9 jenfibl^ 
qualiti^ ^re difpf^, in fuch thjnge fis 
by experience we find beautiful, or which 
Recite in us ^e pailion of love, or ibme 
cwreipondent affeAion. 

SECT. XIII. 
Beautiful obje^ fimll. 

THE moft obvious p<^at tha(pF&* 
fents itfolf to us in examining 
aby objeift, is its extent or quantity^ 
And what degree of extent prev^s ixk 
bodi^ t^^t are he^l beautiful^ may W 
pther?d from th? ufual manner <A «- 
preinQD concerning it. | am told that> 
in moft languages, the objefts of Jove. 
■ ate fpofc^ of qnder diminutive epithets. ■ 
■ 3 It 
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R U To in ail die linkages of which 1' 
haVfe ahj^ iato^UiS^. In Greek the jw*, 
md oft* dittihutive terms ate ahholl 
^*rajrS i!le ifcflns of aHeftion arid ttn- 
(ftrtifeft; Thife dimiiiutii'es were com- 
Adalf Iflded by die Gretks, fa the 
nimfes bf peHbris With i^hbm th6y con- 
tcHM on tferriife of fricridlhip attd fami* 
liariljt. Though flie Rdmaas Wert 4. 
people bf lefi quick 4nd delicate fetl- 
ingSi yet ihey naturally ftid iritp the leiP' 
fthiAg terfnifiatioh upon thi £ime occa- 
flbri!.- Aricifenfly ill the Engllffi laii- 
gilage Ihe diitiinifhing Big was added fa 
th4 ftaniis bf perfons and things that 
i*t*flieo1i|easoflove. Soine ive te- 
tiih ftflli as darling, (or little dear), and 
aft*' othtrS. But to this day, ifi ofdi- 
nafy tonver^fion, it is ufual to add thi 
eMeating ham6 of /Utji to ifefy thing 
webve! th* French and Italians make 
Oft of thefi affeiftiohate dimmuti\'4s even 
more dun we. In the animal cteatibn, 
out of our own Ijwcies, it is the finall 
Pa we 
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we are inclined to be fond of; little 
birds, and fome of the iinaller kinds of 
beafls. A great beautiful thing is a 
manner of expreffion fcarcdy ever ufed ; 
but that of a great ugjly thing, is very 
common. There it a vnde difiercncc 
between admiration and love. The fub- 
lime> which is the caule of the former, 
always dwells on great objeds, and ter- 
rible ; the latter on Ihiall ones, and ple^ 
Jing i we fubmit to what we admire^ 
but we love what fubmits to us ; in one 
cafe we are forced, in the other we arc 
flattered into compliance. In fhort, the 
ideas of the fublime and the beautiful 
^and on foundations fo different, that it 
is hard, I had almoft laid impoffible, to 
think of reconciling them in the lame 
fubjed, without confiderably leflening 
the effedt of the one or the other upon 
the pafHons. So that, attending to their- 
qijantity, beautiful objcfts arc compara- 
tively imall.. 

SECT. 
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SECT. XIV. 
SMOOTHNESS. 

THE next property conilantly ob- 
Iqvabk in (uch objeds is * Smootb- 
nefs: A quality fo elTential to beau^ 
diat I do not now recolle£t any thing 
beautiful that is not finooth. In trees 
and powers, fmpoth leaves ' are beauti- 
ful ; finoodi ilopes of earth in gardens ; 
finoothftreamsinthelandfcapei imooth 
coats of birds and beaAs in animal beau- 
ties ; in fino women, Imooth ikins ; and 
in levcral forts of ornamental furniture, 
linooch uid pc^iihed furfaces. A -very 
coniiderable part of the effect of beauty 
is owing to this, quality ; indeed rthemc^ 
confiderable. - for take any beautiful 
objeft, and give it a broken. and, ru^ed 
furface, and howeviu' well formpl it 
may be in other refpeds, it pleafes no 
P 3 longer. 

• Part4. i^. u. ■ 



;,■ Google 



214. ©•^if ?UJH,^^? 

longer. Whereas let it want ever lb 
many of ^9 othe; i^nfi^tyenU, if it 
wants not this, it becomes more pleafing 
than shoofi all ^e ottwrl viithout it 
This ieems to me ib evident, that I am 
a gpod dealr furprifedf ^tsA aoac \Rho 
have hantUed ^e fut^e£l have made any 
mention of- the quality of fiKioothnefi, 
in the enumeration of thofe that- go t6 
the forming of beauty. FW indeed* any 
ruggedncfs, any AitMen'jH'ajeiStionj «fty 
iharp angkf is in the hig^m- degree coin 
trary to that idea. 

S E C T. XV. 
Gradual- VARIATION; 

BUT as perfeftly beautifnl bodies 
are not compo£»il of angular parts; 
fo their parts never continue long in 
the ifame' right line. * They vary 
fteir diredion every momeiit; and thej^ 
(haogfi 
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^bm§: ttftdet flit eye Bjr a clenati<% 
coAtiAualiy canying oh, but foi* wRofe 
beginniitg or end yott wift find it dHfi- 
cnh to afcettaiB a poSW, Tbe vfcw S' 
a bfeaiitiAl Inrd ijtrai Suffirafe this o^ 
fen'atSbn. ' Here tpe fte ffie h«d- iri-- 
<rea&i;' tnlkfibly to the middle, frbiA 
tfftente it IdOlens gi-adualfy^lnld itdixltes 
with tfie'necli: ;■ Ae neck Ibfes itSJTift a 
laijit f»teH; **i<ih cohtjiiUiil' t5- tlie 
MidWiof dtetnd^, llfiitWditV^de'^- 
n<eafts^ again tb Ae tliil; the- taSf talM 
aiieW diteafoiti but it fcofl vines its 
iJew courfe ; it HeiiSf again- itiM ffi} 
ofitef ^fi and- fSe line is pirpM33!} 
chan^ng, aboVe, . bcibW, u^on- ^fter^ 
fidel Ih flifc ddtrfptioh t Have bdfen! 
Bite *e idea of a dbves if a^i- viirf 
«*H irfth- mbft of t6e^ conditions of 
beamy. It is- fltiooA'ariddowriyj-iS 
parts' attf (to ofediateScprdfiOri) -ilieked' 
into- One' arioth«; you: are pte&hted* 
witH- rio' fiiddcrt- prbtubefraiice'throu^^ 
the whole, %nd yet the-wiiole is cohtii-- 
". ■ P 4 nually 
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- nually changing. Obicrve that pvt of 
a beauti^ woman where ihe is perhaps 
the moft beautiful, about the neck and 
fareafts; the finoothne^; the ibftne^; 
the eafy and infenfiblc fwdl -, . the vark^ 
of the furfece, which is nrvcr for the 
.ihia|leil . fpace tb? iame; die deceitful 
wx^,. thr^gli :which the unfteady eye - 
fli^efj-^^ddily^ without kijqwing .^yhere 
tofix^ or:Whith9r it js -carried. Is not 
this a 4<injp9^ilx^ti9n of- that cl^apge of 
JuFfac«;C9nlinuali and yet hardly percept 
tibl<;, at any poinf, which ibrms one of 
the great conftiments c^beau^ i It gives 
me no Jmall pleafurp-to- find that I can 
flxcngt;hen;my theory in this point, by 
the opinion of the very inge^ip^s Mr, 
Hogarth- J ■whoie idea of the line of 
teaujtyl tajce^in.gcnqral to be extreme^ 
ly, juft. But the.id^a of vari^on^ 
without attending & accurately to the 
manner of the variation, has led him to 
confider angular figures as beautiful; the& 
^^res, it js true, yary greatl| j yet they 
vaiy 
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vary in a fudden and brokop manner; and 
I do not fi^d- any natural objed which is 
angular> and at the iame time beautifid. 
IndeedfewivitLval objeds are entirelyan- 
gular. But I think thole wUch approadt 
&e moil nearly to it -are the uglieft. 
I mail add too> that> fo &r as I could ob;< 
ierve of nature, though the varied line 
is that alone in which complete beauty is 
found,yet there isnoparticularline whicl| 
is always found in the moft compldsl}: 
beautiful; and which is therefore beau-i 
tijul iapfeference to all other..ljnc;3i . A^ 
leaft I neyq* ^uld ob^rrvc it, - 
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SECT, 3tVf. 
D E t I C A C Y. 

AN aar- <tf fobaftiM^'smd ftoigA 
isverypnjiKKciaJtdbeatity, An 
appearance tiS deScixyi and cren- of fra-' 
giKtyv is Jmbfr effential- tcr ft; Wfio 
ever examines Ac vcgetafife or animal 
creation, vr'AVSh^ Aii otrfemifen ttf be 
founded- in" irattire. IV is not tfic oafci 
riic aih, orthe ePra, or any of tfite r> 
buft trees of- the ftreftj wJudi Wtf coir-^ 
iider as beautiful ; they are aweful and 
majeiliCi they infpire a fort of reve- 
rence. It is the delicate myrtle, it is 
the orange, it is the almond, it is die 
jeflamine, it is the vine, which we loofc 
on as vegetable beauties. It is the 
flowery fpecies,fo remarkablefor its wcak- 
ncfs and momentary duration, that gives 
us the livelieft idea of beauty and cle- 
ffanoe. Among animals, the greyhound 
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18 more beautiful than the maftiiF; and 
the delicacy qC a gqjn0> a barb, or an 
Arabian horie, is much more amiable 
than tine lib^^ and ftabjlii^ «f fome 
llorfes of war or carriage^ 1 need here 
% little oil tlw.fe« fcx, wboR 1,-beliieve 
the jwiwt udll be eafijy allflired me. 
thn Ijrawt? of woDJOi, is. cojs&fcrably 
syiiftg to tbdl weaknefe, ot dejicacy; 
W)d. is evei).cnbaQced by tbeic timidiiy. 
a. qiwiit^ 06 mind, analogous, to, it. J 
yfOfM, n»t hens bei mutoftaod ta bfi 
tlw we<itael«.betBijriflg.«cqr baiheallh 
ba* any, fl>8tB iRbpautjf i hut. the ill ef- 
ifS. of this i;. von, becauie. it is wealb- 
i!{;ls, bu.t.beca)^e dw ill'Aate of healthy 
^ichpn>dttces.f«ch.weali»elf,, alters the 
<lthcr*conditions,Q£. beawty-i the parts ia. 
fucba cale coll^ile} the bright colour,, 
^ Iwaat- pwpurejjm juv^iftf' is, gone j' 
and the fine vM-iation is 19ft in, wrinkles,^ 
fiHldfinhraits, and right lines. 

SECT. 
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f . . . , . 

SECT. XVII. 
Beauty in C O L O U R. 

AS to the colours ufually found in 
beautiful bodies ; itmaybelbmc-i 
what difficult to afcertain them, becaufe, 
in the fevwal parts of nature^ there irf 
an infinite variety. However, even in 
diis- variety, we may mark out fomc- 
thing on which to fettle. Firft, the 
colours of beautiftJ bodies muft not be 
duiky or muddy, but clean and fair. Se- 
, condly, they muft not fae of the fti'ong- 
eft kind. Thofe which fecm moft" ap- 
propriated to beauty, are the nulder of 
ivery fort j light greens ; foft blues ; 
weak whites ; pink reds j and violets. 
Thirdly, if the colours be ftrong and vi- 
■wd, they are always diverfified, and the . 
object is never of one ftrong colour; there" 
are almoft always fuch a number of 
them (as in variegated flowers), that the 
ftreng;tH 
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Arength and gidre of each is confider- 
ably abated. In a finecom{>texion> there 
is not only fome variety in the colour- 
ing, -but the colpun, neidi^r ^e red 
nor die white arc ftrong and glaring. 
Belides, they are mixed in iUch a man- 
ner» and with fuch ^adations, that it is 
impoflible to fix the bounds. On the lame 
principle it is, that the dubious colour 
in the necks and tails c^ peacocks* and 
about the heads of drakes, is fo very 
agreeable. In reaUty> the beauty both 
of ihape and colouring are as nearly re- 
lated, as^ we can well fuppofe it poffible 
for things of fuch different natures to 
be. 



SECT. 
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OH ^ iMMt) t))k ^adities of 
boMly, M a<!^ li^5 tt»dy fed- 
fible qudltM, a« the ftllowliig. M, 
a b6 cMHpiititlvdy fiAall. SacomSy, 
to be ftnostli, Thlfdly, to h»rt a »- 
rietjr in tht direSiOn 61 the fortii tmt, 
fourthly, to hive th^e {tarts not iiiga' 
lar, but Hwlted a» i; weft into each alher. 
Fifthly, to be Of t delierte frame witknit 
any refnarkaMe appeataftce ^of ftrengtli. 
Sixthly, to have its colours dear afld 
bright, but not very Arong and glaring. 
Seventhly, or if it ihould have any glar- 
ing colour, to have it diverfified with 
others. Thefe are, I believe, the ptB- 
perties on which beauty depends ; pro- 
perties that operate by nature, and are 
lels liable to be altered by caprice, or 
. - con- 
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confounded byadirerii^ of taftes, than 
any Others. 

SECT. XIX. 
The PHYSIOGNOMY. 

THE P^ifiogneim^ has a consider- 
able fhare in beauty> eipedally la . 
that of ow own ^tedes. The nuaners 
give a certain determinatkm to die coun- 
tenance, which being obferved to cor- 
refpond pretty regularly with them, is 
capable of joining the eiiEed of certain 
a^oeable qualities of the nund to thofe 
of the body. So that to form a finiflied 
^luman beauty» and to give it its £uU in- 
fluence:* the f^e muft be expreffive of 
fiich gentle and amiable qualities* aa cor- 
T«fpond with the foftaeis, Imoothnels. 
and delic^ of the outward &nn. 



SECT. 
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. S E C T. XX. 
The EYE. 

I HAVE hitherto purpofely onritttd 
to Jpeak of the Bye, whidi has fb 
£^t a fharc in the beauty of llie am- 
mal creation, as it did qpt fall fb eafily 
under the foregoing headSf ' though in 
h& it is reducible to the &me principles. 
I Aink then, that the beauty of the eye 
- confifts, firft, in its ckamefs j what ca- 
Toured eye ihall pleafe moft, depends a 
good deal on particular fancies ; but 
none are pleafed with an eye, whofe 
water (to ufe that 'term) is dull and 
muddy*. We are pleafed with the eye in 
this view, on the principle upon which 
wfe like diamonds, clear water, glafe, and 
fuchUketranfparentfubftances. Second- 
ly, the motion of the eye contribiites to 
its beauty, by continudly ftiifting its di- 
rection ; 
• Pait 4. fta. 25. 
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r&^on ,; but a flow and languid motion is ■ 
morebeautiiiilthanabrifk'one; the latter'' 
ismliveningj the former lovely- Thirdly^ 
widi regard' to -tfeetiniwi of the ey6 witli' 
the neighbouring parts, it is, to hold thef> 
&me rule that is given ofc^r beauti->^ 
fill ends ) it is not to makd'a ilroilg cfe^' 
nation from the line of the neighbour- 
ing partfi) lUM* to verge into any exa^^ 
geometrical figure. Betides all this, the 
eye aS'e£kst as it is expreifive of fome 
qualities of die mind, and its pr^icipal- 
power generally arifes fr<>m this ; fo that' 
what we have jufl faid of the phyfiog-" 
nomy is applicable herel 

SECT. XXi. 
UGLINESS. 

IT may perhaps appear like a fert of 
repetition of what we have before" 
Hd, to infift here upon the nature of 
Vgimefi, A& I inuigine it to be in iall rt- 
Q^ fpcaa 
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{pt€LS the bppf^te to ihofe (^m^Skt 
"Which we have laid doWn ibr the con- 
ilitueti^ 6f beauty. But diDU£^ agliitdi 
b6 the oppvfite tobeaotyt it is nottbv 
<^pc£te to ptf^rtion and fitoeft. Fot 
it is pofllbki&at a ^ng maybereiy 
ugly with any prc^xvtioas* thd widi i 
pttfed fitneft to any tiA* U|;IiDcfiI 
im^ine likewife to be cenftftcstoioi^ 
wi^a&idibaoftheitibliine. ButlwouU^ 
ly tip means infimuite that ugUnefe of 
it&lf is a £lt>Ume. idea, unlfi& Uoittd 
vith fuch qualities a$ cxdte a Itiaag 
terror. 

SECT. XXIL 

GRACE. 

^^^aeefuhefs is an idea not very diffe- 
^-^ rent from faeaoi^; it confifts ill 
nuch the iame things. GFaccfiifafids* 
an idea belonging to fojiure and jMetn^ 
la b6& thefe»: to be gniocfol, it ie^vqiU" 
, '■'■ fit* 
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&te that' there be no appearance of diffi- 
culty ; tbcre is required a finall inflexion 
ctf the body ; and a compofure of the 
parts in fuch a manner, a& not to in- 
cumber each other, not to sfppcar di- 
vided by {harp and fuddeh angles. Id 
this cafe, this roundel^, this delicacy 
of attitude and motion^ it is that all the 
nia^ of grace confiftsi and what is 
called its je m fat qUoi -, as will be 
obvious to any obferver who confiders 
attentively the Venus de Medicis, the" 
Antinous, ot any ftatue generally allowed 
to be graced in an high degree; 

SECT. XXIII. 
ELEGANCE and SPECIOUSNESS; 

WHEN any body is compofed of 
parts fmooth and poUihed, with- 
out prcffing upon each other, without 
fliewing any ruggednefe or confufion, 
and at .the fame time affedling fome re~ 
. . 0^2 gu/ar 
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gular jbape, I call eUgtmU It is dofc- 
ly allied to the beautiful, difiering &(»a 
it only in this regularity j which how- 
ever, a$ it makes a very material di£^ 
rence in the afFedtion produced, may 
very \veU conftitute another rpecies. Un- 
der this head I rank thofc delicate and re- 
gular works of art> that imitate no deter" 
minate obje(^ in nature, as elegant build- 
ings, a^ pieces of furniture. When 
any obje£t partakes of the abovemend(»i- 
ed qualities, . or of thofe of beauti&l 
bodies* and is withal of great dimen- 
fions i it is full as remote from the idea. 
of mere beauty. I call it Jme or j^ 
cious. 



SECT. 
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SECT. XXIV. 
The beautiful in FEELING. 

THE foregoing defcriptionofbeauty, 
fb far as it is taken in by Ae eye, 
may be greatly illuftrated by defcribing . 
the nature of objcfts, which produce 
. a fimilar effedt through the touch. This 
I call the beautiful in Feeling. It corre- 
fponds w6nderfully with what caufes 
the fame Ipecies of pleafure to the fight. 
There is a chain in all our leniations j 
tfaey are all but diiFcrent forts of feel- 
ings, calculated to be affefted by vari- 
ous forts of objefts, but all to be affedt- 
ed after the fame manner. AH bodies 
^at are pleafant to the touch, are fo by 
the flightnefs of the rcfiftance they make. 
Kefiftance is eid>cr to motion along the 
forface, or to the preflure of the parts 
on -one another i if the former be flight, 
■we call the body finooth, if the Utter, 
0,3 foft. 
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foft. The chief pleafure we receive by 
feeling, is in die ooe or dw other of 
thefe qualities j and if there be a combi- 
nation of both, our {Jeaiure is greatly in- 
crcafed. This is fo plain, that it is ra- 
der more fit to illuftrate odier thii^s, 
than to be illuftrated itfelf by an ex- 
ample. The next fource of plea&re in 
.this fenfe, as in every other, is the conti^ 
nually prefenting fomewhat new; and 
we find that bodies whidi condnnally 
vary dieir Surface, are ma^h die moft 
plea&nt, or beautiful, to t^ feeling, as 
any one that plea&s may cx^'kocc. 
The third propo'ty in fuch objeds is, 
that though die Auface continually va^t 
ries its diredlion, it never varies it fud- 
4enly. The application of any thing 
fudden, even thougji the impreHion it- 
felf have litde or nothing of violence, 
is difagreeable. The quick ^plication 
of a finger a little warmer or cc^der than 
ufual, without notice, makes us ftart ; 
^ flight tap on the {boulder not ex-: 
3 pefted. 
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•pe&e^, has the £ime cffe^. Hence it us 
that aniguiar bo^s> bodies that fudden- 
ly vaty the diredion of the outline, af^ 
ford fo little pleafure to the fcdiii^. 
Kvety fiicb.chuige is a ibrt of climbing 
i}r falling |n miniature ; lb that, fquare^ 
triangles, ahd other angular figures, are 
neither beauti^ to the fight nor feeling;. 
Whoever compares Bis ftate of mini 
on feeling foft, fitiooth, variegated, unan- 
gular bodies, with that in which he 
finds himfelf, on the view of a beautifbl 
ol^<a:, will perceive a very ftriking ana^ 
logy in the effefts of both; and which 
may go a good way. towards dilcovering 
their common caufc- Feeling and fight, 
in this relpe£t> differ in but a few points. 
The touch takes in the pleafure of foft- 
nefs, which is not primarily an objeA 
of fight ; the fight on the other hand 
comprehends colour, which can hardly 
be made perceptible to' the touch; the 
touch again has the advantage in a new 
idea of pleafure refulting from a mode-" 
0^4 rate 
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rate degree of ^varmtti ; bilt the (^ trio 
.umphs in t}ie rafinite ex^ifH md inidtir 
^licit^^ its obje^. But diere U Tuch 
a fimilitude in the ple^klvu!^ qF ^kjc 
denies* that I am apt to &ncy} if it were 
poiIU}lethat one mi^tdifcern colour 1^ 
ieeling, (9s it is faid foine. blind moi 
have done), diat the ian» coloars, and 
^Uf £xmc difpoiition of colouring, ^jiicfa 
are found beautUul to tl^e,tight» would 
he found lik^wifcj moft grateful to ih/t 
poach. But fetting afide conjeAwcs, let 
us pais to the odier fenfe ; c^ hearing. 

SECT. XXV. 

. The beautiful in SOUNDS, 

IN this fenfe we find an equal apti- 
tude to be affefled in a foft and dcr 
licatc manner j and how far fweet or 
beautiful ibunds agree with our de- 
ipriptions of beauty in other ienfes, the 
i^xperiencc of every one muft defidc., 
Milton 



;,C.ooylc 



aha BEAUTIFUL: 333 
Milton has deicribed this Ipecies of mu- 
fic in one of his juvenile poems *. I 
need not hy that Milton was perfeaiy 
well veried in Aat art j and that no man 
had a finer ear, with a happier manner 
of cxpreffing die afeftions of one fenft 
by metaphors takJcn from another. The 
de&ription is as fellows, 

■f ■■" Jfnd tver ag<A>^ taiing tarts, - 
Lap iru m loft ly£an airs ; 
In natts wUb many a windios haia 
Of linlud fweetnefs long drawn «tf j 
With wamnnhttd, and giddy aiming^ 
Tig mdting vtift ibrimgb mazes running ; 
Untwifting alltht chains that tie 
The hidden foul of barmn^. 

Let us parallel this with the foftncfi, the 
winding furface, the unbroken continu- 
ance, the eafy gradation of the beauti- ■ 
fid in other things i and all the diverfit 
ties 
• L'aJlegro. 
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pes of the ^eral &d&s, widi all ihesr 
ieveral af^dions* will rather fadp to 
throw U^tfs fi-om one another to 6iaAk 
pnc clear. coofiAcnt idea, of the wfaais, 
than to Qb&ure it by their intricacy and 
variety* 

To the abavcTincationed de^ription I 
fliall add one or two rcsnarks. The firft 
is ; that the faeautifiil in mufic will not 
bear that londnds and ilrengdi of founds, 
which maybe ufed to raife otherpaffions; 
nor notes, which are ftiriH, or harih, or 
deep; it agrees beft with fuch as are 
clear, even, finoodi, and wcaV. The 
fccondisi that great variety, and quick 
tranfitions from «ie mcafure or tbne 
to another, are contrary to the genius of 
the beautiful in jpufic. , Such * tranfi- 
tions often excite mirth, or qther fud- 
den and tumultuous paffions ; but not 
that finking, that melting, that languor, 
which is the charaderiftical eiFeft of the 
beau-* 

* I nc'et am merry, when I hear Tweet mufic. 
Shakespzak. 



;,■ Google 



and BEAUTIFUL. 43J 

beautiful, as it re^ds every fenfe. The 
paflion exdtedby beauty » in fad nearer 
to a Ipecies of melancholy, than to jollity 
and mirth. I do not here mean to con^ 
6oe mufic to any one ipecies of notes, or 
tones* nttther is it an art in which I can 
fay I have any great Jkill> My fole de-<- 
%o in this remark is» to iettle a confiftt 
ent idea of beauty. The infinite var 
ri&y of the aife^om of the fool will 
fuggeft to a good bead, and ikilful ear, 
ft variety of fuch :feunds as are fitted to 
riife them. It can be no prejudice to 
this, to cle^ a^d diftinguiih fome few 
particulars, that belong to the iamc 
clais, and are confident with each other, 
fixxn the immenfe croud erf" diiFercnt, 
and £>metimes contradictory ideas, that 
ruik vulgarly under the ftandard of 
beauty. And of thefe it is my intention' 
to mark fuch only of the leading points 
« ihew the conformity of the fenfc of 
hearing, with all the other ienfes in the 
»rtide of their pleafures. 

SECT. 
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SECT. XXVI. 
TASTE and SMELL. 

THIS g«iera] agreement of llie 
fenfes is yet more evident on mi- 
nutely confidering thofe c^ taile and 
finell. We metaphorically apply the 
idea of Iweetne^ to Aghts and Ibunds $ 
but as the qualities <^ bodies by which 
they arc fitted to excite either pleafure 
or pain in thefe ienfes, are not fo obri- 
ous as they ate in the others, we fliall 
. refer an explanation of their analogy; 
which is a very clofe one, to that part, 
wherein we come to confidcr the com- 
mon efficient caufc of beauty, as it re- 
gards all the fenfes. I do not thinkany 
thing better fitted to eftabliih a cl^r and 
fettled idea of vifual beauty, tlwn this 
way of examining the fimilar pleafures 
of other fenfes ; for one part is fome- 
times clear in one of the^ fenfes, that is 
more 
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more obft:ure in another; and where 
there is a clear concurrence of all, we 
may with more certainty fpeak of any 
one of them. By this means, they beai* 
witncfs to each other ; nature is, as it 
were, fcrutinized; and We -report no- 
riiing of her, but wliat- we- receive from 
her own information. .'". " - ' 

SECT. X5tVII.'. ' 
The Sublime and Beautiful compared. ' 

ON clofing this general view of 
beauty, it naturally occurs, that 
we fliottld compare it with the fublime j ' 
and in this comparifcm there appears a ' 
remarkable contraft. For fublime ob- 
jeifts are vaft in their dimenfions, beau- ' 
tiful ones comparatively fmall ; beauty 
ihould be finooth and poliihed; the 
great, rugged and negligent; beauty 
ihould fliun the right line, yet deviate 
from it infenfiWy j the great in many 
3 cafes 
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cales loves &e n^t line, and when it 
demtes, it often makes s ftrong devia-> 
tionj beiu^ihouldnotbeol^cure; the 
great ou|^t to be dark and glooniy; 
beauty Jhould be light and delicate ; dto 
great ought to be iblid* and even maf- 
five. They are indeed ideas of a very 
different nature, one bong founded on 
pain, the other on pleafure j and how- 
ever they may vary afterwards from the 
direA nature of their caufcs, yet the& 
cauies keep up an eternal diAindion be- 
tween them, a diilin^on never to be 
forgotten by any .whofe bufinefs it is to 
afie£t the paffions. In the infinite va-' 
riety of natural combinations, we muft 
expeft to find the qualities of things, 
the moll remote imaginable fiom each 
other united in the iamd objeft* We 
muft expeflalfb to find combinations of 
the fame kind in the works of art. But 
when we coniider the power of an objeft 
upon oar pafiions, we muft know that 
when any thing is intended to aSc& the 
mind 
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mind by the force of fome predominant 
property, the affection produced is like 
to be the more uniform and perfeft, if 
all the other properties or qualities of the 
objeft be of lie iarae nature, and tend- 
ing to the &me defign as the pnncipal ; 

JfbUKk (md while hUnd^ fijient and wiite, 
A tbmfandwayiy art thtrt no black and whit* f 

If the qualities of the fublime and beau- 
tiful are fometimes found united, does 
this prove, that they are- the fame ; does 
it prove, that they are any way allied ; 
docs it prove even that they are not op- 
poiite and contradictory P Black and 
white may foften, may blend, but they 
are not therefore the fame. Nor whea 
they are fo foftcned and blended with 
each other, or with different colours, is 
the power of black as black, or of whjte 
as white, fo ftrong as when each ftands 
oniforni and diflinguiihed. 

The End of the Third Part. 
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P A R T IV. 

SECT. I. 

Of the efficient caiife of the SUBLIME 
and BEAUTIFUL. 

WHEN I fey, I intend to enquire 
into the efficient caufe of fub- 
limity and beauty, I would not be un- 
dcrftood to fey, that I can coMe to 
the ultimate caufe. I do not pretend 
that I fliall ever be able to explain, why 
certain affections of the .body produce 
R fuch 
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foch a diilini^ emotion of mind, and no 
' other ; or why the body is at all afFetEted 
b]( tlie Koaiif or the mwd by tbe body^ 
A little thought will fhcw this to be im- 
poflible. But I conceive, if we can dif- 
covcr what aflfeftions of the Oiio4 pro- 
duced certain emotions of the body j and 
what di(lin£l ledings and qualities c^ 
body fhalt produce certain detenninatc 
paJlTons in the mind, and no others, I 
fancy a great deal will be done ; ibme- 
thing not unuiefnl towards a dii^in£t 
knowledge of our paffions» io far at leait 
as we have fliem at prefent under oor 
ccafidontion. This is all* I boLieve*. we 
can do. If we covld advAsco a ilep far- 
ther, difficulties would ftiU remain, as 
V^AuMAld be Aill equally di^AAtfi-OBiit^ 
fi«ft,caufe. WhtaNewtoafirftdifcover- 
bA the pro^rtyr of atp-a^kion. and fettled 
itsl«w8,hefottn4 it fetvedvtry veH-toc*- 
plwn fevef ilof the mqft remai^dble phat- 
niMiwpft in nature x but yet with refefieiicc 
tft ^. ^nec^fySimi. of tkiSi^ he covAd. 
i. confider 
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taaMa tttmEtion bm as an efk&t whoAi 
cm^ at that ttmc he did iv>t attempE t& 
tmse. But odien he afterwards began fa 
scDunt foi Hbyz GiUblile elaAic cetber, 
tims great man (if in fti great amankbtf 
not moptouft to di&dv«r any tlung tike a 
Ueaid(b);fi%mcd ie harve quitted )m itfual 
cauticKis tnanner of pJiitolbphifihg; fince* 
pDtfii|i6, allowmg ^1 that has been ad-* 
vtmtd on tlu9 fubjcft to be fufficientty 
pV6Tttf^ I d^ak it leaves u» Wkh as many 
^^ultke as it fownd MS. That greaf 
chain of cailfes, which Hnking one to 
another even to the throne of God him- 
fclf, can nev^ be unravelled by any in- 
diiftry of GUI's. When wc go but one 
ftep beyondthe imnieifiately lenfible qua-^ 
Uties of things, wc go out of our depth. 
Mi we do after is hat a &int ftrug^e> 
^t ihews we are in an cement which 
docQ not belong to us. So that wheii I 
fpe^ of'caufc, and efficient caufe, I only 
niean> certain affections of the mind, that 
caufe- certain changes in die boity; or 
R 2 certain 
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certain powers and properties ia bodies, 
that work a diange in the mind. As if 
I were to exjdam die motion of a bod^ 
falling to the ground, I wooldi^ tt wa^ 
caufed by gravity, and I would endeavow 
to (hew after what manner this power 
operated, without attempting to fhew 
why k operated in this manner ; or if I 
were to explain the effe&s of bocfies 
ftriking one another by the common laws 
of percuflion, I fiiould not endeavour to 
explain how motion itfelf is communi- 
cated. 

S E C T. II. 
ASSOCIATION. 

IT is no linall bar in the way of our 
enquiry into the cauie <^oiu- paffions, 
that the occafion of many of them are 
given, and that their governing motions 
are communicated at a time when we 
have notcapacity to reflect on them i at 
a timft 
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a tiine of which all Ibrt of memory Is 
-wora out of our minds. For befided f udi 
diings as afiedt us in varions manners ac- 
cording to their natural powers, there 
are ailbdations made at that early ieaibn, 
which we find it very hard afterwards to 
diftinguifh from natural effeds. Not to 
moition the unaccountable antipathies 
which we find in many perfons, we all 
find it impoffihfe to remember when a 
fteep became more terrible than aplain ; 
or fire or water more terrible than a 
' dod of earth i though all thefe are very 
prbbably either condufions from expe- 
rience, or arifmg from the premonitions 
of others j and fomc of them imprcffed, . 
in all likelihood, pretty late. But as it 
muft be allowed that many things aife<% 
us after a certain manner, not by any na- 
tural powers they have for that purpofe, 
but by aflbci^on ; foit would be abfurd,OQ 
the other hand, to fay that all things afFe<^ 
us by afTociation only ; fince fome things 
piuil have been originally and naturally 
R 3 agreeable 
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•gmable or difignscaUiv £Y>n slikh 
the odicfs d^DTe their afibdatedpawcxis 
aad it iroidd 1m4 I £imar, to litelc jnir«- 
ftofe toloakfortbecaufipcf odrpRffioa 
^ i^bciation^ iintil irc£ai of st in ifa 
4iatantl {vopcrtia of diin^* 

S ^ C T. in. 
Cauft of PAIN W rCAR. 

I Have before eUeiTed*»4hacwliatev«t 
is qualifed to c;iu& teenor, it aifdOB^ 
ikUon capable of thejfublknej I0 yrhifh 
I add, that not only thefe^ bat nunj 
things from which we canfiot probabty 
apprehend any danger, have a ^mikr ^- 
&&f bocauje they operate in « fioiilar 
Timneer. I chCervcd too, diat -f- what- 
ever produces plpE^re, pofitivc and or~ 
'ginal pkatiire, is fit to have beau^ en^ 
grafted on it. Therefore, to ckar up the 
nature of thefe qualities, it may be ne- 
cefir^ 
• ¥vt 1. ket. 8, + fart I, fea, 10. 
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xxSkry to ci^Aain the ottbm: of ^^akt vid 
picafims cki wHch ifa^ df^aifi. A man 
viao fufian under ykAeatho^ypaixi^ (I 
fuppofe tbo mfift -fiolBXM, bec&ufe liie 
efletft any be iht more obriote) b I ^ 
A man in i^«Dt paia has hit teeth ^, 
his Cfc-bcom are viokatly cbntiadBd, 
his fe rcfa a d is vOBlded, His ejres aiie 
ifa^ged iowanis, and roUezl 'with gteat 
y rib cmp ioe, his hair ftinds an cnd« the 
rovcB IB ibrced out in fbort ■ffaneks and 
^oans, and the vhqie AiBdc Cotto^ 
i^JEor or tetmr, wiuch M vn appnheui^ 
fion cf fiain jor death, catl&lutG leio^Jr 
the iamee£)(9x, approaching inexcdcnoe 
to thofe ja2ttnen£ioacd,.iiiproporti(m tp 
the nearodls of theoaoie, and the woaiD- 
nefi of the £zbjedu yhis is not oi^ & 
in the hinnan ipecks, but I iuLwe hhuc 
than once d^fepved in dogs, under an 
Qpprdicnfion of puniiQinient, that ihejr 
have writhed their bodies, and ydpcd, 
and howled, as if they had a£tuaUy 
fdx the blows. From hence I conclude, 
R 4 that 
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Aat pain, and (eait ad upon the ianu 
parts of the' body, and in the hme manr 
ner, dipngh Ibmewfaat differing in de- 
gree : Hiat pain and fear confift in an 
unnatural tcnfion of the nerves; that 
this is fometimes accompanied with an 
unnatund ftrmgtfa, which fomctim^ 
fiiddenly changes into an extraordinary 
weaknels; that the efie&s c^ten come 
on alternately, and are fometimes mixed 
with each other. This is dw nature of 
all convuliivc agUations, 'eCpcdfiSiy in 
weaker Ail:^e^, whidi are the vaoA 
liable to die fevcreft impreffions of pdn 
and fear. The only difierence between 
pain and terror is, that things which 
cauie pain operate on the mind, l^ die 
intervention of the body; whereas diings 
that cau& terror, gena:idly zffeA the 
bodily organs by die operation of the 
inind fuggelling the danger} but bodi 
agreeing, either primarily, or &conda- 
,ri]y, in producing a tenAon, contrac 
tion, or violent emotion of the 
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fuervcs*, they agree fflccwife in every 
dung die. For it appears very clearly to 
fat» from this, as well as from many 
other examples, that when the body is 
difpo&d. by any means whatfoever, to 
fudi eniotions as it would acquire by 
the means of a certain paflion ; it will 
of itfclf excite fomcthing very like that 
paiHon in the mind. 

SECT. IV. 
Continued. 

TO this purpofe Mr. Spon, in his 
Recherches d'Antiquiti, gives us 
a curious ftory of the celebrated phy-r 
fiognomift CampancUa. This man, it 
ieenis, had not only made very accuratp 
pbferr 

* I do not here enter into the queilion debated 
■unong phyfibl(^ifts, whether pain be the eiFeiSt of a 
contr^ion, or a tenfion of the nerves. Either will 
ferve my purpofe ; for by tenfinn, I mean no more 
fhan a violent pulling of the fibres, which compote 
any mu{clc ox membrane, in whatever way thi;i is 
^ooe. 
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obfervations on human feces, fiBt was 
very expert in mimicking fudi as were 
any way ronarfcable. Whas he liad 
fl mind to penetrate into the indina- 
tions of Aofe he had to deal with, be 
compo&d Ins &ce, his gefture, tmA toe 
whole body, as ■nearly » he could into 
the cxaA fimilitude of ihe pwfon he in- 
tended to examine ; and then canttdly 
obferved what turn of mind he fcemcd 
to acquire by this chaik^. So that, fays 
my author, he was able to enter into 
the difpoiitions and ifeoughts of people 
as cfFe(Sually as if he had been changed 
into the very men. I have often ob- 
ferved, that on mimicking the looks and 
gefturcs of angry, or placid, or frighted, 
or daring men, I have inw>luntaiily 
found my mind turned to that paiBein, 
whofe appearance I endeavoured to imi- 
tate J nay, I am convinced, it is hard to 
avoid it, though one ftrove to fepa^ate 
the paffion from its correfpondent gef-> 
tures, Our minds and bodies arc fe 
cloHjF 
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elefely ani iBtJnwtcly conncftcd, that /^P*"^ 




J.,/r/ut^<^ 



out the other. Campanella, of whom 

we have been fpcaldtig, could To abflrad: 

his attention from any fufferings'of his '^'^'^**^^£\/i 

^cty, th«t he ^^ras able to endure the 'y j ^^^ 

rack itielf without much pain j and in ^ /- Ljtfii^ 

leflir pams, every body muft have ob- 




Itand, if by any means the body is in- 
^fpofed to perfbnn fuch geftures, or to '-.^^ «, 
tw ftimnlated into fiich emotions as iny y^^*^ ^ 
paffion -ufadly produces in it, that paf- ^^^/f -^" 
fion itii3f never can arife, though its r^J if f 
caufc flioald be never fb ftrongly 'vn4!LJfj^^^j 
a6ion ; thou^ it fliould be merely men- /^/^^^ 
tal, and ijnmediately affbdting none ofv^^^^^f**^ 
the fenfes. As an opiate, or fpirituou*/ 
liquors, flidl fulpead liic operation of >^^ 
grief, or fear, or anger, in Ipite of all /yu^^Y- 
our efforts to the contrary i and this ^*^^ ^ 
^jy inducing in the body a dilpofition .j^^t^^r** 
I contrary 
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contrary to that which it receives hotn 
titxCc paflions* 

S E C T. V. 

How the Sublime is produced. . 

HAVING confidered terror as pro- 
ducing an unnatural tenfion and 
(:ertain violent emotions of the nores ; 
it ealily follows, from what we have juft 
iaid, that whatever is 6ttcd to produce 
fuch a tenAon mvift be praduftivc of 
a paffion fimilar to terror *, and con* 
fequently muft be a Iburce of the fub* 
lime, though it ihould have no idea of 
flanger connejftcd'with. it. So that litde 
remajns towards ihewing tlie caufe of 
the fublime, but to fhew that the inAances 
we have given of it in ^e iecond part 
relate to fuch things, as ^e fitted I^ tur 
ture to produce this fort of tenlion, ei-? 
fher by the primary operation of th^ 
min4 
• Part 2. k£t^ 1. 
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mind or the body. With regard to fuch 
things as afiedfc by the aflbciated idea of 
danger, there can be no doubt but that 
they produce terror, and a£t hy fomc 
modification of that pafGon ; and that 
terror, when iiifficiibntly violent, na&s 
the emotions of the body juft mention- 
ed, can a$ little be doubted. But if the 
fublime is built on terror, or ibme paf- 
fion like it, which has pain for its ob- 
jc& i it is previoufly proper to enqiure 
how any ipecics of delist can be de- 
fival from a caufe &> -apparently con- 
trary to it. I iay, deHghtt becaufe, as I 
have often remarked, it is very evident- 
ly diffi»%nt in its caule, and in its own 
nature, fiooi aAual and pofitive fdea- 
fure. ■ ' . 



SECT. 
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SECT. VI. 
KOMT pain can be a c»ife of dolijhf > 

PROVIDENCE bufiiatdemlie 
tb^ a ilatc of r^ tnd inai&ion, 
hoirdver it iHay flatter obr iadcJcacd, 
Jhould be jaodaG^^te of many incon- 
veaitocaes; that k ihould gencrste fudi 
(H£>rden» as may force U6 to have ce- 
courfe to fbme labour, as a thh^ ab^ 
folotolj tcquifite to malee uf pais our 
Uvea with tolerable Jatirfaflion > Soc the 
nature oS reft is Co GxBex all die parts of 
onr bodies to fall into a rclaratson, tlial 
not only £Mi\es tbe mendxis ftom 
performing their functions, but takes 
away the vigorous tone of 6bre which is 
requilite for carrying on the natural and 
neceflary lecretions. At the iame time, 
that in this languid inactive ftate, the 
nerves are more liable to the moft hor- 
rid convulfions, than when they are fuf- 
3 ficiently 
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iicieAtly bzaced and Arengthened. Me- 
laDcboly, deje^ODi defpair, and often 
Iclf-murder, is the Goniequence of tkc 
^dxxay view we take of ^ings in tbi« 
relmced ftate </ body. The b^ remedy 
for all thefc evils is exercife or laiottr i. 
and labour is a furmouoting of dt^ctdties^. 
Aa ex^on of the conO^iflii]^ power of 
the maicles ; and as fiieh re&mbtes pain, 
which ccHtfifU in tenfion or cotttra<ftion, 
in every thing but degree. Labour it 
not onty reqoWitB to picfervc the coarfer 
organs va a ftate fit for thdc funftions^ 
but it is equally neceflary to Acfe- finer 
and more delicate organs» on whidi^ 
and by which, the imagination, and per- 
haps the other menjial powers adl. Since 
it is probable, that not only the inferior 
parts of the ibnl, as the paffions are 
called, but the underftanding itfelf makes 
ufc of Ibmc fine corporeal inftruments in 
its. operation } though what they are, 
and where diey are, may be fomewhat 
hacdtolettle r but that it does make ufe 
of 
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of fudi, appears from hence j that a loiig 
exerciie of die mentid powers induces 
a remarkable laiHtude of the whole! bo" 
dy, and on the other hand, that great 
bodily labour, or pain, weakens, and 
ibmetimes anally deftroys the mental 
Acuities. Now, as a due exercife is ef- 
iential to the coarfe mufcular parts of 
the conftitution, and that without this 
rouiing they would become languid, and 
difeafed, the very lame rule holds with 
regard to thofe finer parts we have men- 
tioned } to have them in proper order, 
ihey moil be (haken and worked to a 
proper degree. 

SECT. VII. 
EXERCISE necefTary for the fino'otgans. 

AS common labour, which is a 
mode of pain, is the exercife of 
the groflcr, a mode of terror is the ex- 
ercife of the finer parts of the fyftem} 
and 
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■ and if a certain mode of pain be of fuch a 
nature as to aft upon the eye or the ear, as 
they are the moil delicate organs, the af- 
fection approaches more nearly to that 
whichhasamentalcaufe. In all thefe cafes* 
if the pain and terror are fo modified as 
not to be aftually noxious j if the pain 
is not carried to violence, and the terror 
is not converfant about the prefent dc- 
.ftruftion of the pcrfon, as thefe emotions 
clear the parts, whether fine or.grofs, 
.of a dangerous and trouUeibme incum- 
brance, they are capable of producing 
delight J not pkaiure, but a fort of de- 
lightful horror, a Ibrt of tranquilli^ 
tinged with, terror ; which, as it belongs 
to fdf-pfefcrvation, is one of the ftrong- 
eft of all the paffipns. - Its objeil is the 
fublime*. Its higheft degree I call 
afionijhmint i the fubordinate degrees are 
awe, reverence, and refpeft, which, by 
the very etymology of the words, fllew 
from what iburce they are derived, and 
S how 

• Parts, fcft-2' 
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how Acy (land diitiftingu^ed from po- 
fidve pleasure. 

SECT. vm. 

Why things not dangerous produce a 
paffion like TERROR. 

* A ^^o^c of terror, or of pain, is 
■A^ always the caufc ef the foWinw. 
'For terror, or affociated danger, dw 
'foregoing explanation is, I believe, foffi- 
cient. It will require fomething more 
"trouble to flicV, that fach examples as 
I have given of the ifubHme in the fe- 
cond part, are capable of producing a 
mode of |rain, and of being thvs allied 
to terror, and to be accounted fot on 
the lame principles. And firft of fiich 
objei^s as are great in their dunmliom. 
I ipeak of vifual objcfts. 



SECT. 



• Part I. fea. 7. Part2; feft. 2; 
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-8 £C T. IX. 

'Wfey vabal ofijefts of gr^t dimcnfiois 
' afe Sablnoe. 

VI S I O >J is perfbnflcd by havirig 
A ^iAdrt formed fcy tht rays of 
light sfrhicfe ftte refleftcd frorti theob- 
JeSi painted in one fieeti ihfta&tsa- 
'ticoufly, oti^ «he rttinai or laft nervptts 
part of the eye. Or, accOTSingto others, 
there is but one point of any objcft 
-p^ted on the ^e ifi ftidb a manner as 
■*o be perettvcd at once j l)iM: fey movi^ 
thtf eye, we gather up with great celerity, 
the fcvend parts of the otgeift, fo as to 
fersi one iinifomi pieces Jf the former 
©pinion beallowed, it will bcc6hfidered*, 
that though all die ligjit refleaed frcsft 
a large body ihould ftrike the eye in ode 
inftant ; yef we miift fuppole diat the 
S ± body 

* Parti. kSLj. 
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body itfelf is formed of a vaft numl)er of^ 
diftinft points, every one of which, or 
the ray from every one, makes an im- 
prefllon on the retina. So that, thon^ 
the image of, one point fhould caufc but 
a fmall tcnfion of this membrane, ano- 
ther, and another, and another fh-ofce, 
■.jnuft in their progrefe caufe a very ^at 
-one, until it arrives at Uft to thehlg^ieft 
'dcgreej ^nd the whole, capacity of the 
: eye, vibi^^ng in all its parts, mnft ap- 
. pFoa(^ pear to the nature of what caufes 
. pain, and confeqaently muft produce an 
cidei.pf the fublime. Again, if we take 
^it, that One point only of an objeft is 
.diftinguiihablfl at once; the matter will 
i.»l>oiint .nearly to the lame thing, or ra- 
■.thcr it will make the origin of the fiib- 
,lime fi'om greatnels of dimenfion yet 
■clearer. For if but one point is obi^ed 
gt once, the eye muft traverfe the vaft 
;.lpace of fiich bodies with great quick- 
nefs, and coiifequently the fine nerves 
and 
3' 
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and mti&les dfeftined^ ta Uie motion of. 
that , part muft be very much ftrained ; 
j^d their great fenfibility, muft make 
ihem. highly affefled by this ftr^ning. 
Befides, it fignifies juft- nothing to the 
cffcQ: produced, whether a body has its. 
parts conne<5ted and mak^ its impreflion 
at once; or making but one impreffion 
of a pcHnt at a time, it caufes a iiicceflion 
of the fame, or others, to quickly, as to 
mak^ them feem united i as is evid«it 
fromthecommon effe<a of whirling about, 
a lighted torch or piece of wood i which; 
if done with celerity, feems a circle of 
fife. 

S E C T. X. 
UNITY why requifite to yaftnefs. , 

IT . may be objcftcd to this theory, 
that the. eye generally receives an 
equal nunjber of rays ,at all times, znd_ 
S 3 that 
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Aatdicreforea great ofejadi^caandei^d! 
it by Ac mifflber of rays-, ibore than 
that Taricty of objeQs wftfth *• ey* 
nmft always difcem wMft.it mmains 
qjen. But to this I anA#.eT» that ad- 
mitring MJ eqas* numtfcp <^t^, or- an 
equal quantity ef luminous partiekie te* 
ftnke the eye At all ^nies, i^ if the^ 
ri^s frequently vary rfieir nature; i»w 
to blue, new to red, andfe^, ©rdicii' 
manner of termination as to a numbw 
ef petty Iquares* tri»igles, of ^e liJcc, 
at every change, whether ef cotoW or 
l^tepe, t^ organ hae a fopt oF a relaxation 
or reft i but this relaxation and Iaboui< is 
often interrupted, is by no means pror 
du£tive of e&fe i qeithfr has it the ^e£t 
of vigorous and uniform labour, Who- 
ever has remarked the' diffesent eflfe^ds 
of ibmc ftrong exerciie, and fome little 
piddling aftidn, wiH undcrifeild ■ why 
a teafing fretiiil' employment, which at 
once wearies and weakens die- body, 
fhould 
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Ihoidd haver nodiing great ; theie £brts of 
impulses, which are rather tealing thaa 
plHiful, by contitiually and fuddenly al- 
tering their tenor and diredtion, prevent 
^t fuU teniion> diat ipecies of uniform 
labour which is allied to ftrong pam, 
and caufes the fublime. The fum total 
of things of various kinds, though it 
fhould equal the number of the uniform 
parts compofing fome one entire obje»3, 
is not equal in its eScGt upon the organs 
of our bodies. Befides the one already 
afGgned> these is another very ftrong 
reafon for the difference. The mind in 
reality hardly ever eaa attend diligentljf 
to more than one thing at a time; if 
this thing be little, the effed is little, 
and a number of other little obje£l$ 
cannot engage die attention j the mind 
is bounded by the bounds of the objedt ; 
and what is not attended to, and what 
does not exifl, are much the iame in 
the cffca i but the eye or the mind (for 
S 4 in 
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in this cafe there is no diflferehce) in 
great uniform obje&s does not readily - 
arrive at their bounds ; It has no tcA, 
whilft it contemplates them ; the image 
is much tiie fame every where. So that 
every thing great by its quantity mult 
peceffarily be one, fimple, and entire. 

S E C T. XI. 
The artificial INFINITE. 

WE have obferved» that a Ipccics 
of greatnefs arifes from the ar- 
jificial infinite; and that this infinite con- 
fifts in an uniform fucceffion of great parts : " 
we obferved too, that the fame uniform 
'fucceffion had a like power in founds. 
But becaufe the eiFedts of many things are 
clearer in one of the fenfes than in ano- 
ther, and that all the fenfes bear'an ana- 
logy to, and illuftrate one another, I fhall 
begin with this power in founds, as the 
caufe of th? fublimity from fucceffipn 

u 
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is rather more obvious in Ac fcnfe of 
hearing. And I fhall here once, for all 
obfcrve, that an inveftigatioh of the na- 
tural and mechahical caufes of our paf- 
fions, befides the cwiofity of -the, fub- 
jeft, gives, if they arc diicovercd, a 
double ftrength and luftre to any rtdes 
we deliver on fuch ittatters. When the 
«ar recdves ariy fimple found, it is flruck 
by a fingle pulfe of the air, which makes 
the car-drum and the other membranous 
parts \ibrate according to the nature and 
fpecies of the ftrokc. If the ftroke be 
ftrong, the organ of hearing fuffers a 
conliderablc degree of tiinlion. If. the 
ftroke be repeated pretty foon after,' the 
repetition caufes an expectation of app- 
ther ftroke. And it muft be obferved, 
that expe<^tion itfeif caufes a tenfion. 
This is apparent in many animals, who, 
when they prepare for hearing any found, 
roufe themf^lves, and prick i^p their ears; 
fo that here the ciFeft of the founds is 
confiderahly augmented by a new auxi- 
liary. 
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liary> tbe expedition. Bat tbot^ af- 
ter a numbo* of ibokes, we cxpe^ (till 
iBOTe, not being aUo to aicertw thi& 
exA& time c^ their arrival, when Ib^ 
arrive, Aey produce a fort (rf" fitrpriie^ 
which increaies this tenfion yet fiutbef. - 
For I have ob&rred, that when at aaf 
time I have waited very eameftl/ §(» 
Sovac ibund, that returned at iiM(OT^s« 
(as the fucceilivefizii^of cannoii) though 
I fully expeded the ifetorn of the^Hwdy 
wheii it came, it always made i^ Aart 
a little ; the car-drum Juff^cd a convul^ 
fion> and the whole bodjr confeated wkh 
it. The tenfion of the part ^us ia- 
€rcafing at every blow, by iha uodted 
forces of 4he ftrokc itfelf, the cxpea*- 
ti<m, and the forprile, it is worked up 
to fuch a pitch as to be capable of the 
fiiblime ; it is brought jnft to the vtrge 
of pain. Even when the caufe has cea&d^ 
the oi^nfi of hearing being aftta fuc- 
cejlively ftruck in a fimilar manner, 
continue to vibrate in that mann er , f or 
Ibme 
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fome time longer ; this is an additional 
help to the gee3AO£& of the effeft. 

SECT. XII. 
f The vibrations muft be fimilar. 

BUT i£th€ vibration be not &mlar- 
at every im^refTion, it can never 
be earned beyond tiie number of a£tua} 
impreffione ; for move ai^ body, as a 
pendulttm, in oneway, and it veiH con- 
tinue to ofcillate in an arch of the iame 
cifcle, mitil the kno^tra cao&s make it 
reft ; but if after firft patting it in mo- 
^n in one dire^on, you pufh it into 
ano^r* it can never ro^me die firfl 
dire£tien ; becsuile it can never move 
kSi-if, and confequanicTy it can have but 
the eii«£t of that kft motion ; vrhexas, 
^ in ^e fame dirediion you ai£t upon it 
kveni times, it vrill de^be a greater 
arch, and move a longer time. 

S E C T. 
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. ; S E C T, Xin. 

The clFeas of SUCCESSION in vifual 
ofejedts explained. 

IF we can comprehend clearly how 
things operate upon one of our fcnfes; 
there can be very little difficulty in con- 
ceiving - in what manner they affcd: the 
reft. To fey a great deal therefore up- 
on the correfponding affcftions of every 
icnfe, would tend rather to fatigue us by 
an iifelefs repetition, than to throw any 
new light upon the fubjcfS, hy thiit mi- 
ple and diffuie manner of treating it ; hvt% 
as in this.,diicourre we chiefly attach our- 
felvea to the fublime, as it aife^ts, the 
eye, weihall conflder particularly why a 
fucceffive difpofitton of uniform parts in 
tbo fame right line fhould be jKi^dime *, 
and upon what principle this difpofition 
is enabled to mafcc a, compvativcly finaU 
quantity 

• ■ ■ * Part 2. feS. 10. 



;, Google 



and BEAUTIFUL. 269 

quanti^. of iliatter produce a grandiir 
«£ro&, than a uodi larger quantity dlP- 
pofed in anothef manner. To avoid the 
perplexity of general notions ; let us fet 
befpre our eyes a colonnade of uniform 
pillars 'planted in . a ' right line ; let us 
takfe our ftand in iuch a manner, diat 
the ^e may Ihoot along this dolbn^nade, 
■for, it has its -befteffeft in this vieVF. 
In our prefent fituatibn it is plain, that 
■the rays frottt'tfaefirft roundpillar will 
'c^fe'in the eye a vibration <tf that ipc- 
-cies ;■ an image of the piHar itfelf.' The 
pillar iihmedktely. iuccecding. iijcreaies 
■it J tfiat which follows renews and en- 
-fcffdes the imprefiion ; each in Its order 
-as it fucceeds, repeats impulfe after im- 
pulfe, and ftroke after itroke, until the 
eye long exercifcd in one particular way 
cannot lofe that objetl immediately; and 
being violently roufed by this continued 
agitation, it prdents the mind with a 
grand or fublime conception. Bat in- 
■ftead of viewing a rank of uniform pil- 
lars ; 
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hiS', let us SaLfpo&t lk^ Hxj imMXtd 
.eachot]i£r> around andfl^quare cneri- 
-tenuttcly. In this cafe die vibratsMi 
cau&d by dK £rfl round pillar perHbes 
«s fooa as it is forai^ j sndone-of quite 
another ibrt (die (<{uare) direCtiy occu- 
pies its |4ace ; iducK fcowrever it rcfigns 
as quH&ty to die ix^tmd'onci and thus 
the ^ proceeds* altflrnately, ^king.vp 
one image and Ixjriogjdbvrn another, as 
long as the building CQndttue&. From, 
■whence it is obvions, that at the laj^ 
jrillar, die imprcffibn is « iar from con- 
taming as it was at die very fiiift j b&- 
caufein i»&, the&n&>ry can recdre no 
diftinia impreffion but from the iaft ; 
and it can never of itfolf r^me a dilS- 
milar imprciHon : be&les, every rana" 
don of the objed: is a reft and relaxa*- 
tion to die organs of fight; and the& 
rddefs prevent that powerful onotioa fi> 
neceflary to produce tiw fublime. To 
produee therefore a perfcft grandeur is 
fuch things as we have been cioition- 
ing. 
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ing, «hirej09ou3d.be,a i^crieA £iin{dicttjr, 
-an ^rlcdute tmiforaedt)^ in difpofiticai* 
-fljape, and oolounug. VpoD lhi&<priq- 
-ciplcaf fiiciceflk»i and vniiarnut^ ittasy 
-iiie a&oi, why a long bare wall ihould 
not be a more fuHuBebbjoa then a co- 
lonhwjk; ^ace the iuocdItDn is no way 
. intem^iCed; . fince die.ejrer mests no 
check ; Jii^ce notbingmore unifiirm can 
he coiicsiv^ ? A loi^ bare wall is cei^ 
^^ly hot ib grand tn ot^ed as a colon- 
nade ^^e -fame length and height. It 
'is not cUik^etber di£cnlt to account, for 
ithis . diffibence. When ve look at a 
naked wall, &om tfaeneTBnneTs ofthsxib- 
je£t, the eye runs along its whole fpace, 
and arrives quickly at its termination j 
the eye meets nothing which may inter- 
rupt Its prggrcfi ; bnt ^len it meets no- 
thing which may detain it a proper time 
to produce a very great and lafting cf- 
iioft. The vkw of a l»re wall, if it be 
cf a great hoght and length, is undoubt- 
edly grand: but ^s is only one idea, 
and 
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and not a repetition of Jmlar ickas ; it 
is dierefore great, not Jb mudi upon die 
{uincipic of infinity^ as upon that c^^uafi- 
nejs. Butve are not fo powerfully af- 
fected with any one impuUe/ uhkfi it be 
one of a prodi^oos force indeed, as we 
are with a fucceiGon of fimilar impohes ; 
becaufe ihe nerves of the fehlbry do not 
(if I may ufc die exprefficm) acquire a 
- h^it of repeating the lame feeling in 
Judi a manner as to continue it longer 
than its caufe is in a^on ; befidcs, all 
the e^£ts which I have attributed to 
expedation and furprife in fed. 1 1. can 
have no place in a bare wall. 

SECT. XIV. 

Locke's opinion concerning dariinrfs 
conlidered. 

IT is Mr. Locke's opinion, that dark* 
neisis not naturally an idea of terror; 
and diat, though an exceflive light is 
pain- 
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paififul to the fenfe^ that the greateft 
excefs of daricnefs is no ways trouble- 
fomci He obTervcs indeed in another 
plsEce, that a niu-lfe or an old woman 
having once allbciated the ideas of 
ghofts and goblins with that of dark- 
nefs, night ever after becomes painful 
and horrible to the imagination. The 
authority of this great man is doubtle^ 
as great as that of any man can.be, 
and it feems to fland in the way of our 
general principle *. We have confidercd 
darkoefs as a caufe of the fublimej add 
we have all along coniid^^ the fubllme 
as depending on fome modification of 
pMn or terror j fo that, if darknels be 
no way painful or terrible to any, who 
have not had their ^nds early tainted 
with tiiperftitions, it can be no fource of 
the Eiblimc to them.. But, with all de- 
ference to futh an authority, it ieems to 
me, that an afibciation of a more gene- 
ral nature, an alTociation which takes in ' 
T . all 

• Part 2. k£t, 3. 
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all nankind du^ make dtf^oft WfSdltt^ 
for in utter deuiui^, it is impti^ile %» 
know in what ikgroe of &&xy we fiamd ; 
we BIT igROranit of &e obje^ ^latlvw 
round us ; We may vttxy moment flrifce 
agaiaft &ifke dangeroos Dbtbuftioa ; *tr^ 
xaxy fall down a i>roci}»ee the itfft fie^ 
we take ; and if an enemy Kpptoscdtt, 
we know bot in witat qtHUter to ' d e fi awt 
osrielves $ in ioefc a ca& Arer^A 16 at> 
fiin pKoleAion { wi£lomcan<onlyadby 
juefe ; the bcMel) are A^gwed, and he 
vfao would p^ fer nothiflg-eHe towards 
his defente> is £>Fced to pray for Itgbt. 

Ztv Vttlfp) ttXX< w fiwtu aV xl^ff u/<it Axiufft 

As to the aflbclation of ghofis andc 
goblins; furely it is more natuhd b> 
t^ink, that darknefe bang originaUy an 
idea of terror, was chofen as a fit fcene- 
fur iiich terrible reprefentations, than 
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ffarkneTs tCTrfelh fhk mlHd ol^ ftfittl 
Vefy-eauly 'Qihes iHEo'ahlirrdr'of'the'fcJr- 
ma- 'fort ; liui 'ft fsVrfry hard fo ilHagme, 
that fee enei^ oif ah idea fc uhiverfalf^ 
to-ntile in all 'fiihcsi aifdin all cbunWies, 
as aatfeiiefi. coiilct pditibty Ifav'e 'i3«?fl 
oWiiigltb afet (^tdle tei&, "etir to h'/i^f 
<:aufc of a h^iiie fi> 'friv^, aaid t^ '5h 
bpehltidii fo {A^cxrdHdtis. 

S E C f . ». 
' bARlC'NfeS'S terrible in its owtt liaBift* 

PElliiXPS it fliay appc'ar on en* 
qiiiry, 'tha'tBIackhe'is and darknef^ 
are in ibihc dfegree 'painful "by dielr na- 
tural opeVatidn, indepVrldeht df Shy af- 
Ibciations wliatfoever . 1 mdft ofeferve, 
that the iiieas of dafkiiefs and hlatUaas 
are much the farhej and^ they diffet 
otily in this, that hlackhefs Is a mOrfe 
confined idea* Mr. Ghefeldeh has giveii 
T a as 
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us a very curious ftory of a boy, who 
had been bom blind, and continued fo 
until he was thirteen or fourteen years 
old ; he was then couched for a cata- 
n£tf by which operation he received his 
iig^t. Among many remarkable parti- 
culars that attended his firft perceptions, 
and judgments on vifual objeAs, Che- 
Jeldcn tells us, that the firll time the 
boy ikw a black object, it gave him great 
unea£nefs ; and that ibme time afto", 
upon accidentally leeing a ne^ woman, 
he was ihuck with greiat horror at the 
light. The horror, in this cafe, can. 
Icarcely be fuppofed to ariie irom any 
aflbciation. The boy appears by the ac- 
count to have been particularly obierving, 
and fenllble for one of his age : and there- 
fore it is probable, if the great uneaii- 
nefs he felt at the firft fight of black 
had arifen from its connexion with any 
«thcr difagreeable ideas, he would have 
obfervcd and mentionedit. Foran idea» 
difagreeable only by affociation, has the 
cauic 
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cau& of its ill eife£t on the paflions evi- 
dent enou^ at the firfV impreinon ; in 
ordin^ cafes, it is indeed frequency loft j 
but diis is, becauie the ori^al aflbcia- 
tion was made very early, and die con- 
fequent ImpreiGon repeated often. In 
our inftance, there was no time for fuch 
an habit j and tfierc is no reafon to think 
diat the ill efib^s of black on his ima- 
gination were more owing to its con- 
nexion with any difegrecable ideas, than 
that the good ei^dts of more cheerful 
colours were. derived from their con- 
nexion with pleafing ones. They had 
both probably their efiedts from thdr 
natural operation* 
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yi5% IJABA»11SS ij tetriblf. 
j^P55 as, tp. c^Hfe i»i* Ij '?-■ sfeSr- 

to think, that the contrq^ioA Q,f tfe^? I5(r- 
^^ fibres of the iris is proportionably. 
greater : and that this part may by great 
darkneis come to be fo contracted, as to 
(Irain the nerves that compoie it beyond 
their natural tone ; and by this means to 
produce a painful foliation. Suchatenfion 
it fcems there certainly is, whilil we are 
iavoWed'iQ-darkn^; for in luch aflate .. 
whiift 
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Vtbilft tiie sya renaainfr optfiij, there ia a 
4»ptmlu4ai&^toMCeivelig^tf^tanl3t• 
aj^a&i &oml^$f^es, aad luminous ap^' 
p^^ktswcesr whiclf. o^n ifeecn in the& ck- 
cq^^ac«i:^tO'pU]rb<£»«it;. aiutwhkb: 
c^b» »«t}4Bg ^t tfa« effoG: of. fpafim, 
pro4^ced h^ i^ own e^rt$ in pnrOiijs. 
qf itt oljj^i revMal otjiw ftnmg im- 
f^iJU^, will' prafitiee ^ idea of Hght io; 
tfa^v^ch bo^s dw fu^Aance oj^Ughtit- 
feiU*. a& we ^Kp^^S* <^' itiony occar 
^PDS. Sooae-,iybfr^jlk)W (te)}lBie& to ber 
at «Mi4&o£ tbe fu^tte*. wotdd in^o &onr 
di^di^Uatk)^ of ^o puf^ft tlfot a: re- 
Iveatixm hm^ be pj^o^j^v^ of &e iizbr- 
Ume, a£- W£l3 aS; a oMiTiidlioa-;. hufe thej^ 
do- ni^ \ b^tevCy cfoi^ider, th»lf al^u^.. 
the gmcuJai; nug ofths ins be in foaur - 
fenfc a.fphiH4ter, which laeypoffiWy be. 
dilated by a, fisoij^ relas^ttotir yot in . 
enc reTpttS) it' d«&i» frosa moft' o£ the : 
otbinr %bi43<r$ of die body, diat it is 
furoUhed with aau&>x^{ham&\ca, which 
T 4 arc 
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are the radial fibres of the iris ; nOi 
iboner does the circular mufcle beg^ to 
relax, ^lan thefe fibres wanting thor 
Gouaterpoife, are forcibly drawn back,, 
and opm the pupil to a confiderable 
widenefs. But though we were not 
apprized of this, I bdieve ahy one will 
find if he opens his eye^ and makes an 
eSott to fee in a dark place/ that a very 
percavablc pain enfues. And I have 
heard fome ladies ratn^ii^i that after ha- 
ving worked a loi^idifiA Upon a ground 
of black, dieir ^es ^ere £} pained and 
weakened they could hardly fee. It 
may perhaps be objected to this theory 
of the mechanical efFcdi: of darkpe&i 
that the ill cBc&s of darknefs or black- 
nels &em rather mental than corporeal ; 
and I own it is true, that they do {oi 
and fo do all thoie that depend on die 
affeftions of the finer parts of our fyf- 
tem. The ill e^^s of bad weather 
appear often no bdierwife, than in a 
fnelan-t 
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melancholy and dejeflion of fpirltSithough 
without doubt, in this cafe, the bodily 
organs fuffer Brll, and the imnd through 
thefc organs. 

SEC T. xvn. 

The efFeas of BLACKNESS. 

BLacknefs is but a partial darknefs i 
and therefore it derives ibme of its 
powers from being mixed and fiirround- 
cd with coloured bodiea. In its own 
nature, it cannot be confidered as a co- 
Jour. Black bodies, refledting none, or 
but a few rays, with regard to fight, are 
but as fo many vacant fpaces difperfed 
among the objefts we view. When the 
eye lights on one of thefe vacuities, af- 
ter having been kept in fame degree of 
tenfion 1^ the play of the adjacent co- 
lours upon it, it fiiddenly falls iiito a re- 
laxation J out of which it as fuddenly 
fecovcrs by a ccnvulfive ^ring. To il- 
luftrate 
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wc in^d to fit in a duuTx apd 6flA if. 
much lower itian we ofpoQjsd^ thft 
fliock. is very violent; much iogi;c.yi(^ptf, 
tlun could be thought from lb flight a 
£01 as the diiFerence betw<s:n. one diair 
and anodier can poffibly make. If, 
after dcfcendHig, a Bi^t of ftjii^, we 
attempt inadvertently to take another 
Hcf in the toanner of the ibrm^. qqp^ 
the ihock is extremely rudjC an4 dij^gfce- 
able i and, by no art can.we cai^e fuch. 
a jhock by the lame mean% wbm. wie. 
expeift antj prepare for it, Wh?n I 6^ , 
that this is owing to havii)g,th<^chai2ge 
made contrary to expectation;, I dp.npt 
mean fokly, when the mind expcids, I. 
mean likewife, thaix when any. oi^uj- 
,of fenfc is for ibme time affcQn^ in, 
fpme one manner^ if it- be fudd^]^-af- 
feiSedj otherwife there eniucs, a.eooyiul- 
five motion i fuch a, cpqivuifipD, as. is. 
caufed whgn any thing li^ppeiis n^^aH 
the.expe(3:ancc of the mind. And thou^ 
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if ma]^ appear grange that £vu^ a cjb;txig^ 
as prodpces ^ rela^tion, fhould immcn, 
diateljr produce a fudden con,vulJionj 
it is jret mpjl certauify ib» and ib in. aH 
tjie fenfej^, Evecy one knows that floep, 
is ^ relaxation ; , ai>4 thgt filpncc, where 
nqt^g keeps the orgaps of hearing in 
a^aipn, is in ^ncral. fitteft to bring on, 
this rel^ation; yet when a ^it of mur- 
fQuring Ipun^s, ^j^ie a man, to fleep>. 
let ihdk ibunds ccafe ^ddenlj^ and thc; 
IJcribn inupcdiately awakes j, that is, 
thi; p?rts are braced^ up.fi^idenly* and he, 
awjalfes. This ^hayc^enexfK;riaiced_ 
inyfelf,_ and.I.hav?.I>ca^ the^me from 
qbferying pCTfons,, Iij.likc m^ner» if a, 
pcrfai}^ in, brq^d^ day-ljght wore falling 
aPeep, to, iptcodupe, a_ fudfJen darknefi. , 
wpi^d prevent hi& flecp- for that timc^ 
though filence^an^darfe^i^s in thpmielves^ 
and not fuiidenly intnwjusccd, ?rc very 
favflmuble to it. Thi,s. I fentin^ opjy by 
Cpnjpaare on tJie a,ijalogy of the feafe.^ 
when I firi^ di^fte4 A^ obfcryafionsi 
but 
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but I have fince experienced it. And I 
have pften experienced, and fo have a 
thouTand others, thfit on the firft in- 
clining towards fleep, we have been 
Suddenly awakened with a moft violent 
ftart; and that this ftart was generally 
preceded by a fort of dream of our 61- 
ling down a precipice : whence does this 
ftrange motion arife, but froip the too 
ludden relaxation of the body, -which 
by fome mechaniim in nature reftores 
itfelf by as quick and vigorous an cxer-. 
tion of the contra£tipg power of the 
mufcles ? the dream itfelf is cauled by 
this relaxation j and it is of too uniform" 
a nature to be attributed to any other 
caufe. The parts relax too fuddenly, 
which is in the nature of falling 1 and 
this accident of the body induces thi^ 
image in the mind. When we are in a 
confirmed ftate of health and vigour, as 
all changes are then lefs fudden, and lefs 
on the extreme, we can feldom complain 
of this difa^reeable fen^tion. 

SECT* 
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._S E.C T. XVIII. 
Thceffedks of BLACKNESS moderated. 

THOUGH the cfFeds of black b« 
painiiil originally, we muft not 
think they always continue fo. Cuftom 
reconciles us to every thing. After we 
have been ufed to the fight of biacfc ob- 
jefts, the terror abates, and thefmooth 
nefs and gloffinefs or fome agreeable acci- 
dent of bodies fb coloured, foftens in fome 
meafure the horror and fternneis of their 
original natures yet the nature of the 
original impreffion ftill continues. Biacfc 
will always have fomething melancholy 
in 'it, becaufe the fenfory will always 
find the change to it from other colours 
too violent ; or if it occupy the whole 
'compafs of the fight> it will then be 
darknefs ; and what was faid of dark- 
nefs, will be applicable here. I do not 
purpofe to go into all that might be 
faid 
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laid to illnftrate ^s theory of the efieds 
<^ li^t ahd 'dvkne£ i ndithcr will I 
acamine all the different efEeOts produced 
bjrdie'v^Oas ffi6dlfid:ftidte iafacliniliMMs 
of thefe two caufes. If the fen^oing 
obfervatibns have suiy ibtiKd^t£^ in na- 
ture, I conceit thc^ \&y foE&dent to 
account for all ^c phxhfmS^ait di^ c^ 
aiife from all the cdmbin^SAs 6if IJ^dc 
with other colotffs. 'to fefiti£r ititb drdtf 
particular, or to ftiifwer €vijy dt^^QliSti, 
would be an endlcfi labour. 'W'fc imb 
only followed the moll leuJihg ibflds; 
and we fhall oblerve die fatile £dMti<ft 
in our enquiry into the cdufc 6f 'b£atit^; 

SECT. XIX. 
The phyfical caufe of LOVE. 

WHEN we hare before us fiich 
. objects as excite love and com" 
placeney, the body is affefled, Jo far as 
I could obferve, much in the following 
snajiner. 
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tnaimer. The. head i-eclines fomething 
6n iDhe fi'cie ; llie eje-lids 2re more clofod 
Aah softial, ahd the eyfes rt)ll gently widi 
afn mcKnatidn to Ac 6^t& ; the mouiih 
is a iitrie opened, aftd the breath drawn 
Jta*ly, with ftow and dien a low figh : 
flic -wliote body is tompdfed, and thfe 
hands fell idly to tiie fides. An this In 
axxdthpmitd with an inward fenfe of 
meltittgMld!tangtiO'r. Thefe appearances 
afrfe aihtays projjOftioft'ed to Ae degree of 
beailty in thfe ObjeA, afid of fenfiibility in 
file obierver. Arid dus gradation from 
thfelli^eft pitch of beauty and fenfibi- 
fity, ■even to die ToWeft of mediocrity 
and indifierehce, land "their correlpondent 
cffefts, ought to be kept in view, elfe 
^s defcfiption WiH feem exaggerated, "■ 
t/hich it cettainly is hot. But from this 
defcription it is alihoft impoffible not to 
eonclade, tfiat beauty a6ls by relaxir^ 
the foUds of the Whole fyftcm. There 
are all die appearances of fuch a relaxa- 
tion J and a relaxatioh fomewhat below 
3 the 
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the natural tone ieems to me to. be thi 
cauie of all pofitive plcafure. Who is a 
fb'ango' to that manner'of exprcffion &i 
common in all times and in all countries, 
of being ibftened, relaxed, enervated^ dif-* 
iblved, melted away by plea&re? The 
univerral voice of mankindi faithful to 
their feelings, concurs in affirming diis 
imiform and general effed: andalthou^ 
fomeodd and particular inftance may per- 
haps be found, wherein there appears a 
confiderable degree of pofitive [deafun, 
without all the characters of relaxation ; 
we muft not therefore rejeft the ohicIu- 
fion we had drawn from a concurrence 
of many experiments, but we muft itill 
retain it, fubjoining the exceptions which 
may occur according to the judicious 
rule laid down by Sir Ilaac Newt<»i in 
thethirdbookofhisOptics. Ourpofition 
will, I conceive, appear confirmed beyond 
any reafonable doubt, if we can ibcw diat 
fuch things as we have already obfervcd 
to be the genuine conilituents of beau^, 
have 
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haVe each of themi ftparately taken, a 
hatural tendency to relax the fibres. And 
if it muft be allowed us, that the appear- 
ance of the human body, when all thefe 
conftituents are united together before 
the ienibry, further ^vours this opinion, 
we may venture, I believe, to conclude, 
that die pafiion called love is produced 
by this rdaxadon; By ^ &me method 
of reasoning wluch we have ufed in the 
enquiry into the cau&s of the fublime, 
we may likewifc conclude; that as a 
. beautiful obje£t prefented to the fenle, by 
caufing a relaxation in the body, pro- 
duces the paflion of loft in die mind j 
, fo if by any means the paflion ihould 
, firft have its origin in die mind, a rc- 
iaxadon of the outward organs will 
bs certainly enfue in a degree propor-' 
iioned to the caofe, . . 
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S EC T. XX. 
■Why^MOOTHKESS is bcautiftl. 

IT is to explain the true eatrfe of'vi- 
fual beauty, that Icall in'the affift- 
ancc of the odler fcnfes. If it appears 
"&)SA fmotbnefs is a principal caufe^-bf 
pleafore to the touch> tafte, fincU, anid 
■ hearing, it Svill be eafily aximltted a con- 
flitucijt of viiiiaJ beauty ; eQwcidly as 
•We hiive bfefore ftiewn, rfiat this quali^ 
' is found khndtwithout exception in ^ 
' bodies that are by general cbnfent held 
' beautiful. There can be no doubt that 
' bodies which arerroug^ and' angular, roufe 
- and vellicate the organs of feeling;caufing 
a fcnfa of pain , which confifts in the vio- 
lent tenlion or contfaftion: of ihe" hraf- 
cular fibres. On the contrary, the ap- 
plicati(moffinooth bodies relax; geintle 
ftroking with a finooth hand allays vio- 
- - . \ lent . 

. . \ 
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ieat pains joid cnunps, iond r^axes the 
£i^riiig.parl;s {torn their unnatural ten- 
.fiojn; and jt.!^. therefore very often np 
■mean ^ffe& fn jenioving AireUings ami 
obifaru^ons. The feofe of feeling is 
.highly gtatified vriih £nooth bodies. A 
,bod finooth^ l^d, and fofti diat is, 
. wheic.the refiftancc is evciy way incqn- 
ifiderable, is a. great luxury, difpoling.tp 
an anlrer£tl reiaxation* and inducing be* 
^01^ any thing dfc, that ipccies of it 
^called, ileep. 

SEC T. XXt. 

SWEfiTNE SS, its liatutx;. 

NOR .is it Only in the toUch^ 4hat 
fmoodi bodies caufc pdf tive.pka;' 
^ure by relaXfitioii. In die fineU ai:^ 
taile, we find ,^ things agreeal^ to 
thenii and which afe coniiiu>nly called 
iw£etj:to beef a jGnooth nature,, and 
U 2 that 
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that tliey all evidently tend to relax their 
refpeftive fenforics. Let us firft confider 
the tafte. Since it is mofteafy to en- 
' quire into the property of liquids, anil 
linceall things leem to want a fluid ve- 
hicle to make them tailed at alU I in- 
tend rathier to confider the liquid dian 
the folid parts of our food. The vehicles 
of all taAes are icaier and oil. And 
what determines the taile is Ibme £dt, 
which aifefU varioufly according to its 
liature, or its manner of being com-' 
bined with other things. Water and oil, 
fimply conGdered,- are capable of giving 
fome pleafure to the tafte. Water, when 
fimple, is iniipid, inodorous, colourlefs, 
and finooth -, it is found when not cold to 
be a great refolver of Ipafins, and lubri- 
cator of the fibres : this power it pro- 
bably owes to its finoothnels. For as 
' fluidity depends, according to themoft 
general opinion,bn the roundncfs.finoodi-- 
nefe, and weak cohefion of the compo- 
nent 
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nent parts ;of vay body ; and ^ watec 
a^ merely as afimple fluid; it follows^ 
that the caufe of Its fluidity is Ukewi& 
the caufe of its relaxing quality ; name- 
ly> the iinoothnefs and fiippery texttuv 
of its parts. The other fluid vehicle of 
taftcs is «V. This too» when fimple,- is 
infipid, inodorous, colourlefs, and {inooth 
to the touch and tafte; . It is fmoother 
dian water* and in many cafes yet more 
relaxing. Oil is in ^me degree pleafan^ 
to the eye, the touch, and the taile, ihli- 
pid as it is. Water is not rfa -gratefulj 
which I do not know on what principle 
to account for, other than that water is 
not fa foft and fn^ooth. Suppoie that tq 
this oil or water were added a certain 
quantity of a fpeciiic lalt, which had a 
power of putting the nervous papillae of 
the tongue into a gentle vilMatory mo- 
tion ; as fuppofe fugar diflTolved in it. 
The fmoothnefs of the oil, and the vibra- 
tory power of the £ilt, cauie thq ienie 
we call Iweetncfe, In all Iwcct bodies, 
V 3 fugar. 
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fiigar, 6raffi»rfEH*c<ive?yftftltdi«««i» 
frorii fogar/ is- cbriffiaridy f6u^; every 
iP^jecics of fidt, cxantihcd hy flic imerew 
Icopc, has its tnH^n diffinfl:, npjhr, niv*- 
riafelc fOTm. 'tHai of nitre is a pointed 
oblong ; thiit of ifea^iide an exaA cubei 
tiiat of fugar a ^^c£l globe. If you 
have trieti fapw fihoodi gldbukr bodies, 
as 0iB rttai'ble^ with ^hidi bbys^ amuie 
thcrii^cs, havt affcflted the toucK v*hta 
they are rcdicdbaclcward and fbrwardand 
fiver one another, you wtB eaiily c6h» 
eeive how jweetne^, which eon$iti in 4 
felt of fuch natttrt, affefts <he taftc; i<)r 
k imgle globe, (though fonriewhat plea- 
fent to the fcding) yet by Ac regularity 
6f its form, and Ac finiewhat too Jndden 
flcyiati6n 6f its parts from a right line, 
it is noth^g near £0 plea£int to the iouch 
as fiverd globes, where th? band gently 
rife^ to one and falls to another; and 
this pleafbre is greatly increafed if the 
globes arc in motioh, and Aiding over 
ijnc ajiothcr J fof this foft variety prevents 
' ■ ■ ■ . (h^t 
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t2MiW(Wff)c&. which- tiie-. upiforqi dif- . 
pQfi»ifil»«£t3jcfever^gb)besw,oqI(io«fo«:- 
\fifii pcotoc^ Thus in. fwcet Kquqwr,. 
tfae. i*wts «£ die ftwd vfibtcle tbwg^ 
moft pf*AahIy roundi: m* yet fo minute- 
asrtOiQOiuieai the-fig«rc^ q£ their qooipOr. 
lyart part0 Jrom thp niceft inqiiifition of 
the microicopci and con&quently.bdng^ 
fo cxccffivcly minute* they have a fort 
of flat jun^diei^ to the tftft^ relembling 
the effects of plain imooth bodies to the 
touch; for if a hot^ be cop^gt^ed of 
round parts exceffively iinall, and packed 
prot^ clplely togethec, the fur&ce wi^ 
be bpth tp. the iig^t and touch as if it 
wet's neatly plain and linooth. It is 
dear from their unveiling theiz figure 
to the Bticrofcope, that the particles of 
ft^ar are coniiderably larger thaa tbolc 
of water or oil, and confequeatly. that 
their dfeds from theii rouadnefs wiU 
be more diftin£t and palpal to the ner- 
vous papillae of that nice organ the tongue : 
they will induce that fenfe called fwcet- 
U 4 nefs. 
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oe&f which in a weak maimer we dii^ 
cover in oil, and in a yet weako'in wa- 
ter i for infipid as th^ an, w^er and 
oil- are in fome degree {w6» ; aod it 
may be obierred, that infipid viings o£ 
fH kinds approach more nearly to the 
nature of fweetnels than to that c£ any 
Other tafte. 

6 E C T. XXII. 
SWEETNESS relixing. 

IN the other fenfes we have rcmark-r 
ed, that finooth things are relaxing. 
Now it ought to appear that fwcet things, 
whidi are the finooth of tafte» are re- 
laxing too. It is remarkable, that in 
feme languages foft and (weet have but 
one ' name. Doux in French fignifies 
foft as well as fwect. The Latin DiUas, 
and the Italian Deke, have in many cafes 
the iaiBt double fignification. That fwcet 
fhings are generally relaxing is evident j 
bccaufc 
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bedufe all fuch, efpecially thofe which are 
moftoily, taken frequently or in a largo 
qUwitity, very much enfeeble the tone 
c^ the ftomach. Sweet fmells, which 
bear a gnat affinity to fwcet tail«> re- 
lax vary ran»kably. The £nell ol 
flowers difpofes people to drowfin^$ 
and this rdaxing effeft is further appa^ 
rent from the prejudice which people of 
weak nerves receive from their ufe. It 
were woX^ i^hile to examine, whether 
taftes of this klfld, iWeet ones, taftes 
that are <»u&d by fmooth oils and a re- 
laxing Mtt are qot the ori^nally pl&ilant 
tal^. For many which ufe has ren- 
dered fuch» were aot at all agreeable at 
firft. The way to examine this is> to ' 
try what nature has originally provided 
for us, which flie has undoubtedly made 
oii^nally pleafant ; and to analyse this 
provifion. Mi/k is the firft fupport of- 
our childhood. The component parts of 
this are water, oU, and a fert of a very 
fweet fait called the fugar of milk. All ; 
thefe 
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thefc! ffhoa bltmdtid htVo ageMt^kw^ . 
rtf/s Co the taftlQ, and a edfli^g-qitatUty- 
tf>A.s flein. Th« next tbiog lEihUdreiv 
covet is Jriiit, aadaf fmits,. tboT^piinr 
cipftlly which arc fweet j and e«iy ^w- 
ilnoWstl^t thefwe«tne& of frok » cau^l 
by a flibdle oU, afid liich » &lt a» that 
mentioned in the hH feAion^ After- 
wards, cuftom, habit., the d^iifC ^ np- 
velty» anda thou^d other ctu^> ctm- 
feund, adidteratej andchiilgieQUfpalatc^k. 
Ib^thait wccannolftn^ nJafen \«ith:a|iy 
^LtisfatSbton about the^> B<^ore wcr quit 
riiis article we nwft ohfervQi that as 
finooth things are, as fuch> agreeable t& 
the ta&Ct and are iosiod a£ a r^a^dug 
quality ; fb, on tlw other bavd*. thin|^ 
which are found by expensocc to be of 
a ftrengthening quality, and fit to b(a?e 
the fibres, are almoft qniverftUy rough 
and pungent to die tafle, and in many 
cafes rough evra b> the. touch. We 
often apply die quality i:^ fweetne^i 
metaphoricallyi to yifual objcias.- For 
.the 
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«heb(9tt» carrjring on this remiu-kablo 
dntdogy of die ^ifeG, wtf may hen call 
^^tnefs tlic beauti&l of the tafte, 

SECT. xxm. 

VARIATION, why beautiful. 

ANOTHER principal property of 
beatitijfiil obje^ is> that the line 
of thdr pats is continually vaiying its 
direftion ; bm it varies it by a very in- 
fenfible deviation J it never varies it fo 
qtudcly as to fbrprile, or by the fharp-* 
Iicfs of its angle to caufe any twitching 
Of convulfion of the optic nerve. No^ 
thing long con^nued in the feme man-^ 
ner, nothing very fuddenly varied can be 
beautiful ; becauffe both are oppofit^ to 
that agreeable relaxation, which is the 
charafteriftic cffc<S of beauty. It is thus 
in all the fenfes. A motion in a right 
line, is that manner of moving next to 
9. very gentle ^efcent, in which vre 
3 nic?t 
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meet the leaft refiftanee ; yet it is not 
that manner of moving, which, next 
to a deicept, wearies us the loift. Reft 
certainly tends to relax j yet there is a 
fpecies of motion which relaxes more 
than reft; a gentle oftnllatory motion, 
a ri0ng and falling. Rocking lets chil- 
dren to Deep better than abfelute rdl ; 
there is indeed Icarce any thing at l^t 
8ge» which ^vcs more please than to 
be gently lifted up and down ; the man- 
ner of playing which their auries ule 
with children, and the wcig^ng and 
Iwinging ufed afterwards, by themielves 
as a favourite amuiement, evince this 
very fufficiently. Moft people mizft have 
obferved the fort of ienfc they have had, 
on being fwiftly drawn in an cafy coach 
on a fmooth turf> with gradual a£:ents 
fina declivities. This will give a better 
idea of the beautiful, and ' point out its 
probable caufe better than almoft any 
thing elfe. On the contrary, when one 
is hurried over a rough, rocky, broken 
road, 
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road, the pain felt by thefe fudden in- 
equalities Ihews why finular fightSi feel- 
ings, and founds are Co contrary to beau- 
ty ; and with regard to the feeling, it is 
exaftly the fame in its effed, or very 
nearly die fame, whether, forinftance,' I 
move my hand along thefur&ceof a body 
of a certain fhape, orwhether &ch a bocty 
ismovedalongmyhand. But to bring this 
analogy of the fenfes home to the eye j if 
a body prefented to that fenfc has fuch 
-a waving furface, that the rays of light 
receded from it are in a continual in- 
ieniible deviation &om the ilrongefl to 
the weakeft, (which is always the cafe in 
a furface gradually unequal), it muft be 
exa£Uy fimilar in its cffe<9: on the eye and 
touch; upon the one of which it operates 
diredly, on the other indiredly. And this 
body will be beautiful if the lines which 
compofe its iiirface are not continued, 
even ib varied, in a manner that may 
weaay or diffipate the attention. The ve- 
nation itfclf muft be continually varicd- 
.' " SECT. 
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SECT. 3CXIV. 

Cooceming SMALLNES-S. 

TO avoid a £uneae& which mvf 
soiie from the too frequent npOf 
tition of the £iine realibniags* tad of Mr* 
luftrations of the £ane nature. I will not 
enter very minutely into every p^rttcttlv 
that r^ante beauty, as it ts founded 
on the dilpo£tion of its quanti^, or 
its quantity itfelf. In ipeaking c£ ^ 
magnitude of bodies there is great un- 
certainty, becauie the ideas of gnat and 
'fmall are tenns almoJl .uitirely rdntive 
-to the Q>ecies of the objedts, which ate 
infinite. It is true, that havii^. once 
fixed the fpccies of any objei£%, and the 
dlmenfions common in the individuals 
■of that fp«:ies> we may oh&tve ibnte 
that exceed, and fbme diat &U ihort of 
'^e ordinary f^datd : thelewhichgreat- 
ly exceed* are by that cxc6&, pipvided 
the 
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-^ fpeci^idblf benot very'findl, rai- 
■:dwr great and tenible than beautiful; 
-bm as m the -animal vnsrld^ and in &. 
^ood :nie£Lfure in: the vegetable wotld 
-likewi&, die qualities that > oonftltute 
-ittauty may pA^ty be imitedito things 
>ftf igrester dimcMlions}' when di^ -tae 
"-£} tmited^daey coniUt%kte'a;ipecicS'£>me- 
fthtng' d^erent both from die fu&hnie 
^flnd' bcaattfiJ, wlucii I have before cau- 
sed F/iA?; but 'this- Jcind -X imagine :ha« 
-mot fuch ^ power wi the paffions, ei- 
"rfjcr as vaft bodies have which are en- 
^diied with the correfpcndent qualities of 

• the iublime ; or as the qualities of beau^ 
(have when united in a fmallobje<ft. The 
' afiedion produced by large bodies adorn- 
**d widi the fpcwls of beauty, is a twifion . 

ccmtinually relieved ; which approaches 
' to ■ the nature of mediocrity. But if 
'I were to fay how I find myfelf af- 
-fefted upon ■ fuch occafioa?, I fhcuM 
- fay, diat- tfee fiibUmc fUfFers kfs by bo- 

• ing uaited to Ibmeof ^& qualities -<$f 

beauty. 
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beauty* diao bes(Uty does by being jcait^ 
ed to greatneft of quantity^ or any other 
properties of the fublime. Theri is Gam^- 
&ijig £} over-ruling in whtffcvo- inlpires 
UG with awe, in all things v^kh be- 
long e*er fo remotely to terror, that no^ 
thing elic can ftand in ^biar prefence. 
■There He the qualities of bbau^ alhtr 
dead and unoperativei or at lAoft exerted 
to mollify Ac rigour and ftpmnds of 
. the terror, which is the natural conco- 
mitant of greatnc^. BeiideG the extra- 
ordinary great in etery fpecies^ the op- 
poiite to this, the dwaxfifh and diminu- 
tive, ought to be confideredi LiCtlencfi, 
■merely as fuch," has nothing contrary K> 
the idea of beauty. The humming bird, 
:both in fliape and colouring, yields to 
none of the winged fpccies* of which it 
is the Icajl ; and perhaps his beauty is 
enhanced by his finallnefs. But thefe 
are aniftials, which when they are ex- 
tremely finall are rarely (if ever) beauti- 
ful. There is a dwariini fizc of moi 
anct 
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tod Vomcn> Vfhkh Is aimoll cooftantly 
fp ffio& aqd ma0ive in compari&n of 
th^i height, ihat tiaejr pre&nt lis with a 
Very dUWfvei^^le image;. But ihould a 
izUQ be fraind not above two or three feet 
iughj fiippofiog fach a peribn to have. 
4U lh£ port^ bf his^ bodjr of a delicacj^ 
fuitd&dc to iuch ^ fitife^ and otherwife en.-f 
dued wiUi ^ coirnnon qualities of otfair 
bieautiful bodies, I am pretty well coiit 
Vincied that A perfon of fudi a flature 
might hb confideced as ^autiiul ; might 
be the ob|ed c^ love ; miglit give uf 
Very pleafirig ideas on viewing him, The 
only thin^ whidi could poffifcly inter- 
pQ& to check our pleasure is, that iiicb 
tceatnresi however formed, arc imufuaJ, 
sind are ofieo therefore cohfidered aa 
tbmething monftrotis. The large and 
^gantic, - though Very compatible with 
the fublitse, is contrary to the beauti- 
£il. It is impofiible to fuppofr a giant 
t^ obje& c£ love. When we let our 
itna^atlon 1dO& in romance, the ideas 
X we 
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-we naturalljr anftex to that fixe are thofe 
of tyranny, cnidty, injaftk^ aad every 
diingheoV^^nd abominable. We paint 
tlie giant rava^g ^ country, j^iinder- 
ing the innocent traveller, and after- 
wards gorged widi his half-living fiefli ; 
iiidi are Pol)rpbca»u, Cacns, and others 
who make fb g^cat a figure in Fomuices 
and heroic poems. The event we at- 
tend to with tiie greateft iatisftftioa 
is their defeat and death. I do not re-i 
member in all diat multitude of deaths 
with wluch die Hiad is filled, that die 
^ of any man ronarkaUe for his 
great llature and ftrength tenches uf 
with pity } nor does it appear that die 
audior, {o well read in human nature, 
ever intended it fliould. It is Simoifius 
in the foft bloom of youth, torn Snxn 
his parents, who tremble for a courage 
(o ill fuited to his ftrength $ it is ano- 
ther hurried l^ war frcwn the new em- 
braces of his bride, -young, and fair, 
and a^ novice to.the field, who melts us 
by 
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% his untimely fete; Achilles* in fpite 
ef the many qualities of beau^ which 
Homer has beftowed on liis outward 
formj and the many great nrtues with 
which he ha$ adorned his mind, can never 
make us love him. It may be obfervedr 
that Homer has given the TrojanSj whofe 
fate he has defigned to excite our com- 
P^on^ infinitely more pf die amiable 
ibcial virtues than he has diftributed 
among his Gi'eekgi With regard to the 
Trojans, the palBon lie chufe$ to raiftj 
ispityj pityisapa&onfoundedonloTC; 
and thefe Ufftft and if I may %, domdHc 
virtues* are certainly the mc^ amiable. 
But he has made the Greeks &r theii' 
fuperiors in the politic and military vir^* 
tues. The councils of Priam are weak ; 
the arms ofHedtor comparatively feeble; 
his courage far below that of Achillesv 
Vet we. love Priam more than Agamenw 
ijon» and He^or more than his con- 
queror Achilles. . Admiration is the paf^ 
fion whi(Ji Homer would excUe in favour 

X 2 fA 
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of Ac Greeks, and he has dcme it by 
beftowing on them ^e virtues which 
have bill little to do wifch lovi. This 
&ort digreffion is perlwps not wholly 
befide our purpofe, where oik" "bafinefe is 
to (hew, that objcSs of great dimenfiori^ 
are incompatible wIA beauty^- the mort^ 
incompatible as dicy are greater ; whereas 
tfie finally if ever thfey fail of beauty, 
this failure is n&t to be attributed to 
their lize. 

SECT. XXVI, 
Of COLOUR. 

WITH regard to colour, the dif- 
-quifition is almoft infinite ; but 
I conceive the principles laid down in'flie 
beginning of this part arc fiifficient to 
account for the effefts of them all, as 
well as for the agreeable effeft of tranii>a-- 
rent bodies, whether fluid or Iblid. Sup-' 
pofe I look at a bottle of muddy liquor, 
of 
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jsf a Uue or re4 colour : . th^ blue m red 
■^ys cannot pafs qlewly to the ^e, but 
.tCre fuddenlyand unequaUy ftopppd by 
the iijteryejition of little opaque bodies, 
■vfhich witiKHit; prcpaf3tion change tltf: 
idea, and change it too into one di^grce- 
-abte in its own nature, ooqformablc to 
. the principles laid dowp in Teft. 24. But 
rwhcn the ray .p^s without fuch oppor 
.fitionxhrioag^ thcglafeor HquOT, wjacn 
ithe ^ais or liquor are quite traafparenP, 
■^e light is ibmething fe^^ncd in' tjbe 
paJlage, which makes it mcrpiagrceaible 
xven a» light; ^nd the liquor ro^ei^i^ 
.all the rays of its proper coiour.£^^^. It 
has fvich. an effe£t on the hyd, as fmoQth 
opaque bodies-have on the eye and toacb. 
So that the pleafure here is compounded 
of the foftnefs of the tranfinitted, and 
the evennefs of the refletSed light. This 
pleafure may be heightened by the com- 
mon principles in other things, if the 
ihape of the glafs which holds the tranf- 
jjarent liquor be fo judicioufly varied, as 
X 3 to 
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to prefent the colour gradually and inters 
changeably weakened and ftrengtfaen^ 
widi all the variety which judgment in 
affairs of this nature (hall (uggdl. On 
a review of all that has been &id of the 
eS[e&Sf as well as the cauies c^both ; it 
will appear, that the fublime and beau- 
tiful are built on principles wry diiTerent, 
and that their affiliations are as different : 
die great I^ terror fpr its bafis ; which, 
whoi it is modified, caufes diat emotion 
in the mind, which I have called afto- 
niihment } the beautiful is founded op 
mere pofitive pleafure, and excites in the 
foul that feeling, whjch is called love. 
Thcdr cauies have made the fubjcd of 
ihis foordi put. 



^ End flf the Fourth f^j 
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A 

Philofophical Enquiry 

INTO THE 

Origin of our Ideas 

OF THE 

Sublime and Beautiful, 
PART V. 

S fe C T, I, 
Of WORDS. 

NATURAL o%a5 afliaus, by 
the laws of that connexion, which 
Providence has eilabliHied between cer- 
tain motions and configurations of bo* 
dies, and certain confequent feelings in 
our minds. Painting afieds in the fame 
matmer, but with the fuperadded pleafure 
of imitation. Architeaure aifeds by the 
X f laws 
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laws of nature, and the law of rea£>ni 
from which latter refult the rules of pro- 
portion, wlu^ m&kc a worE to Se fhdf- 
ed or cerifured, in the whole or in fomc 
part, when the end for whifch it was dc- 
iigned is or is notproperjy anlwered. But 
as to words ; they feem to me to aSeSt 
us in a mannd' very dtffirent from that 
in which we are affcfted by natural ob- 
)e&s, or by painting or archite^re j yet 
words have -as confiderable a (hare in ex-, 
citing ideas of beauty and of die fublime 
as any of thoft, and Ibmetimcs a much 
greater than any of them; therefore an en- 
quiry into the manner hy which they cs- 
cite fuch emotions is fer from being un- 
neceffary in a. difcox^rfe of this-kind.' 



SECT. 
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SEC T. 11. 

Thecommonefi«a of POETRY, not 
by raifing ideas of things. 

THE common notion of the power 
of poetry and dgquence, as well 
as diat of words in ordinary converia- 
ttt»i> is, that they aflfeft the mind by .' 
raifing in it ideas of thoie diiiigs for ■■ 
which cufl(»n has appointed diem to 
ftand. To examine the truth of this 
notion, it may be requifite to obferve 
that words may be divided Into diree 
ibrts. Thefirftarefuchasreprefentmany 
fimple ideas united by nature to form 
fome one determinate compofition, as 
man, horfe, tree, caffle, 8a:. Thefc I 
call t^regate words. The iecond, are 
^ey dtat ftand for one iimj^e idea of 
£]chcompoliti(His, andnomore; as red, 
blue, round, fquare, and the like. Thefe 
I csi&Jfnpk gbfira^ words. The third, 
arc 
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are thofe, which are formed by an union, 
an arbitrary union of bodi the odiers, 
and of the various relations between them, 
jji greater or leflo: degrees of com|d6xity; 
^ virtue, honour, perfiuiion, magiifante, 
«nd the like. Thefe I call cor^oundedai- 
ftraB words. WcH-ds, I am feniible, are 
capable of being clafled into more cu- 
rious diftindions ; but thefc feem to be 
natural, and enotig^ for our purpoie ; and 
they are difpofed in that order in which 
they are commpnly tau^^t, and in which 
tl>e min4 gets the ideas they are fubftitut- 
ed for. I 0iali begin with the diird 
^rt of words; compound abftra&,rudi 
9$ virtue, honour, pcriitalion, docility. 
Of thefe I am convinced, that whatever 
power they may have pn the pa£ions, 
jhey do ntJt derive it from any rcprefcit-' 
tation rai&d in the mind of the things 
fpr which they ftand. As ccunpoli- 
tions, they arp not real eflcnees, and 
hardly caule, I think, any real ideas. No 
body, I bflieye, invnedi^tely oi) hearing 
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die founds, virtue, liberty, or honour, cpn-» 
cdvcs Sny precifc notion of the particur 
lar modes of a&ion and thinking, to? 
gedier ividi the mixt and iimple ideas^ 
and the fcvcral relations of them for 
which diefe words are fubftituted j nei- 
Aer has he any general idea, compound- 
ed of them; for if he had, then fpmc 
of thofe particular ones, though indifr 
tind perhaps, and confii&d, might come 
foon to be perceived. But this, I take it, 
is hardly ever the cafe. For put your- 
6A£ upon analyfing one of thefc wordsV 
and you muft reduce it from one fet of 
general words to another, and then intp 
the fimple abftrafts and aggregates, in a 
much longer feries than may be at firft 
imagined, before any real idea emerges 
to light, before you come to difcover 
any thing like the firft principles of fuch 
compofitions i and when you have made 
fuch a difcovery of the original ideas, 
the effe& of the compofition is utterly 
loft. A train of thinking of this ibri. 
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is much too long to be purfued in the 
ordinary ways of convo'iatiQiw ooi is it 
at all necefiary that it fliould. Such 
words are in reality but mere Ibuads; 
but diey arc founds, which being uled 
on particular occaHons, wherein we re- 
ceive fbme good, or iuffer fome evil ; or 
fee others afifetSed with good or evil ; or 
which wc hear applied to other intc^efi- 
ing things or events ; and bong aj^ed 
in fuch a^ariety of cafes, that we know 
readily by habit to what things dieybe^ 
long, they produce in. the mind, whctt- 
eycr they are aftwTvards mentioned, ef- 
fefts fimilar to thofe of their occafions. 
■ The founds being often ufcd without r&- 
; ference to any particular occalion, and 
carrying ilill their firft impreflkms, they 
at laft utterly lofe their connexion with 
the particular occafions tlut gave rife to 
thcmi yet the found, without anvannci- 
ed notion, continues to operate as before. 

S EC T. 
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SECT. III. 

Geijeral words before IDEAS. 

MR. Locke has fomewhere oblerved 
with his ufual fagacity, that moff 
general words, thofe belonging to virtue 
and vice, good and evil, efpccially, are 
tanght before the particular modes of 
aftion to which they belong are prefent- 
ed to the mind j and with them, the love 
of the one, and die abhorrence of thd 
other; for the minds of diildren are fo 
duiSile, that a nurfe; or anypcrfon about 
a child, by feeming pleafcd or difpleafed 
with any thing, or even any word, may 
give the difpoiition of the child a fimilar 
turn. When afterwards, the feveral oc- 
currences in life come to be applied to 
thefc words j and that which is pleafant 
often appears under the name of evil; 
and ^at is difagreeable to nature is 
called good aat). virtuous ; a ftrange con- 
9 fuiion 
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^on of ideas and afiedions ari&s in the 
minds of many } and an aj^iearance cs 
no finall contradidion between their no^ 
tions and thof a&ions. Thoe are many 
who love virtue, a&d who deteft vice^ 
and this not from hypocrify or a£&da- 
tion, vho notwidiftanding very 6%^ 
quently a£t ill and wickedly in particulars 
without die leaft remor& j becauie the& 
particular occafions never came intoview» 
when the pafllons on die fide <^ virtue 
were fo warmly aficdod by cot^ words 
heated originally by the breath of others ; 
and for this reafon* it is hard to repeat 
certain kts of words, though owned by 
themfelves unoperative, without being in. 
ibmc degree ajfeded, efpecially if a warm 
and affefting tone of voice accompanies 
them, as fuppole. 



IFt/et •valiant^ gemrousfgooJt 



Thefe words, by having no application^ 

ought to be unoperative; but when 

words 
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words commonly £tcred to great occa-' 
fions are uled» we are affe&ed by thran. 
even without the oaralions. When 
words which have been genendly fo ap- 
plied are put togcdicr without any ratio- 
nal view, or in fudi a manner that diey 
do not rightly agree with each other, the 
ftyk is called bombaft. And it requires 
in feveral cafes much good ienfe and ex- 
perience to be guarded againll the force 
of fuch language ; for when propriety Is 
negleded, a greater number of thefe 
affeding words may be taken into the ler- 
vice, and a greater variety may be in- 
dulged in combining them. 

SECT. IV. 
The cffea of WORDS. 

IF words have all their poffible ex- 
tent of power, three effefts arlfc' In 
themiiul of the hearer. The firft is, the 
Jffundi the fecond, i^pi^uret or repre- 
3 fentatioa 



;,■ Google 



320 Oft the StJtiLlME 

ientation of the thing fignificd ty thcf 
found i the third is, the ofgBwn of tbtf 
ibul produced hy oiic 6r by both of thd 
foregoing. CanpotMtled abfiraSi words^ 
of whith we have been fpeaking, (ho- 
nour, jufticc, liberty, and the Ulfc)^ pro^ 
duce the fiiil and the laft of thefe efiefts^ 
but not the fecond. Simple ahftraSsy arcj 
uled to fignify feme one fimpic idea with- 
out riitich adverting to others which may 
chance to attend It, as blue, green, hoU 
coldj and the like ', thefe are capable of 
aifefUng all three of the purposes of 
^ords ; as die aggregate words> raan« 
caftle, horfe, &c. arc in a yet hi^er 
degree. But I am of opinion, that the' 
moft general eife£t even of thefe words^ 
does not arife from their forming piftures 
of the feveral diings they would repre- 
fent in the imagination ; becaiife on a 
very diligent examination of my o^b 
mind, and getting others. to. cpn^^ 
theirs, I do not fijid that once in twenQr 
tjmes any fuch pift^re is forced, and 
when 
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when it {s» there is moil commonly a 
particular effort Of the imagination for 
that purpofe. But the aggregate wordii 
operate* as I faid of the compound ab^ 
ilraAs, not by presenting any image to 
the mind, but by having from ufe the 
&me eSeGt on being mentioned, that theif 
original has when it is feen. Suppofe we 
were to read a paffage to this effoft, " The 
river Danube rifes in a moift and moun- 
tainous foil in the heart of Germany, 
where winding to and fro it wateiis fcve- 
ral principalities, until turning into Au- 
ftria, and leaving the walls of Vienna, it 
paffes into Hungary ; there with a vaft 
ilood» augmented by the Saave and the 
Drave, it quits Chriilendom, and rolling 
through the barbarous countries which 
bonier on T^tary, it enters by many 
mou^ into the Bkckifea." In this de- 
fcription many thuigs are mentioned, as 
mountains, rivers, cities, the fea, &c. 
But let any body examine himiHf, and 
fye whe^er he has had imprefled on his 
V ima* 
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imagination any pidures <^ a riv^r, 
mountain, watery foil, Germany, &c. 
Indeed it is impofiiUe, in the rapidity aai 
quick fucQcflion of words in cc»iveffiiti(M}, 
to have ideas both of (he foattd cf t^ 
word> and of the thing repre^cBted; 
belides» f<»ne words oxpreffing real ef- 
fences, are {o- mixed with others (^ a 
general and nominal import/ that it is 
impradicable to jump from i^e to 
thoughti from particulars to gMMrals, 
from things to words, in fuch a manner 
as to anfwer the purpoi^ of life ; nor is 
it neceflary that we fbould. 

SECT. V. 

Examples that WORDS may alFea 
without raifing IMAGES. 

I Find it very hard to pcrfuade feveral 
that their paffions arc affciftcd by 
words from whence they have no ideas; 
and yet-harder to convince them, that 
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in Ac ordinary coUrfe of converiatioii we 
ftFC fufficiently underAood without raif- 
ing any images of the things concern- 
ing which we ijSeak. It fcems to be an 
tidd fiilt^dk of difputc with any man; 
whether he has ideas in hi$ mind or not. 
Of this« at ftta vitwi evety m&a, in his 
6wn foram, ought to jodge without ap- 
peal. But ftraoge as it may a{)pear, we 
are often at a lofs to know what ideas 
We have of dlings, or whether we have 
iiasy ideas it all upon fome ilibjed&i It 
eron requires agotiddeal of attention tob« 
^ioroiighly latufied on this head. Since 
I wt^ote thefe papers, I fburtd two very 
ftrilui^ inftances of the poflibiltty there 
is, that a man may hear vrOrde without 
having any idea of the Uiings which they 
repreinit, and yet afterwards be capable 
of returning thenl to bthers, combined 
in a new way, and with great propriety, 
energy, and infinuSHon. The firft in-i 
' ftance, is diat of Mr. Blacklock, a poet 
blind from his birth. Few men bkfled 
Y a ^ with 
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with the. moft perfed fi^t can defirribe 
vifual objc^s with mwe ^«rit and juft- 
ncls than this blind nun ; which cannot 
pofljbly be attributed to his having a 
dearer conception of the things he de^ 
£:ribes than is common to other p^ons. 
Mr. Spence, in an el^ant pre^e v^iick 
he has written to the works of Hm poet* 
rea&ns very ingenioufly» and, I imagiae, 
for the moft part» very rightly, upon tlie 
caule of this extraordinary phenomenon ; 
but I cannot altogether agree with binii 
that fome improprieties in language and 
thought, which occur in thefe poems, 
have arifen from the blind poet's imper- 
fed conception of vifual objefts, fincc 
fuch improprieties, and much greater, 
may be found in writers even of an 
higher cla& than Mr. Blacklock, and 
who, notwithflanding, po0e0bd thch- 
culty of feang in its foil per&^on. Here 
is a poet doubtlefs as much affected by 
his own defcriptions as any diat reads 
thou can be; andyetheis afiedtedwidi 
3 diis 
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tfiis ftrong entbafiafin I^ dungs of which 
he ndther has, nor can po0ibly have any 
idea fur&er than diat of a bare ibund ; 
and why may not thoft who read his 
works be affected in the lame manner 
that he was, with as little of any real 
ideas of the things defcribed ? The le- 
cpnd inftance is of Mr. Saunderibn, pro- 
feSbr of mathematics in the univerHty of 
Cambridge. This learned man had ac- 
quired great knowledge in natural phi- 
lo&phy, in allrenomy, and whatever 
&ience3 depend upon mathematical ikill. 
What v/as the moft extraordinary, and 
the moft to my purpofe, he gave excellent 
ledures upon light and colours ; and this 
man taught others the theory of thofe 
ideas which they had, and which he 
himfclf undoubtedly had not. But it is 
probable, that the words red, blue, green, 
anfwcred to him as well as the ideas of the 
colours themfelves -, for the ideas of greater 
or lefler degrees of refrangibility being 
applied to theie words, and the blind 
Y 3 maa 
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man bding inftruAcd in vihat other re- 
fpe&s they were found to agree or to tiif- 
agree, it wis as cafy for him to reafoa 
upon the words as if he had been fully 
mailer of the ideas. Indeed tt mifft be 
tfwned he could m&ke no new cBfccnrc- 
ries in the way of experiment. He did 
nothing but what we do every day in 
(;(unmon dilcourie. When I wrote this 
laft Sentence* and uled the words evtry 
Jay and common dtfcourje, I had no iin^t 
in my mind of any fuccel£on of dmc; 
nor of men in conference with e«b 
other ! nor do I im^ine (hat the reader 
will have any fuch ideas on reading it- 
Neither when I fpoke of red, or bine, and 
green, as well as of refrai^ibility, had 
I thefc fcvcral colours, or the ray? ofh^ 
paiBng into a different medium, and 
there, diverted from their ccnirfe, painted 
before me in the wayof images. Iknoff 
very well that the mind poficffcs a faculty 
of Tajfing fuch images at pleaAife j bat 
then an a£t of the will is npceHaty to 
thisj 
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this} fnA, in et^nary convA'&tioa or 
reading it is very rafely that any im^^ 
at all is excited inllierauvl. If I-i9iy» 
" I fl&ll g<J to Italy next fanim^," I 
am well un^erftwjd. Yet I bclitfve no 
body has by. this painted in his imd^- 
nation the esa*3: figure of the fpeaker 
ptffling by laid er \yf watSf, or bothj 
ibmetimes oa htn-feback, ibmetimeS in Ei 
carrii^Qj with all the particulars of thd 
journey. Still Icis has he any idea of 
Italyi th6 cptintry to which I propofed 
to go J or oi die'greennefe of the fields, 
the riperfiftg of the fi*oiti»and the wariii^ 
of ^ air, with tii6 t;hahge to thi^ irOnt 
a different feafon, which afe the i^csi 
foi* which the word fummer is fiibfti- 
ttited ; but leaft c^ all has he any ifi»^ 
from the. Word w«/; for this wbr^fliaiid« 
fof the idea of many fmnmers, with tho 
exclufion of all but one: and furely the 
ftian who fityi tiext fu?jjmer,hA's noina^es 
*3S fiiCh a fucceiHon, and fuch an excht* 
liOm In ihort, if is not only of thoft 
I Y 4 ideas 
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ideas which are commonly called abftrad, 
and of which no image at all can be 
formed* but even of particular real be- 
ings, that we convcrfc without having 
any idea of them exdted in the ima^- 
nation i as will certainly appear on a di- 
ligent examination of our own minds. 
j Indeed, fo little does poetry depend for 
; its ejfedt on the power of raifing ienfiblc 
\ images, that I am convinced it would 
\ lofe a very confiderable part of its energy, 
if this were the neceffary refult of all 
< defcription. Becaufe that union of af-* 
feeing words, which is rfie qioft power- 
ful of all poetical inftruments, would 
frequently lofe its force along with itg 
propriety and confiftency, if the fenfible 
Images were always excited. There is 
not perhaps. In the whole Eneid a mors 
grand and laboured paflage, than the de- 
fcription of Vulcan's cavern in Etna, and 
die works that are carried on. Virgil 
dwells particularly on (he formation of 
the thun<^, which he de:(cribcs unfi* 
ni(he4 
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. niiiiedundertheharnmcrsof the Cyclops. 
But what are the principles of this ex~ 
traor(finary compofition ? 

Trti Mru tarti radtatj iris ntiih a^fe 
Jddideraat ; rutiU Ira ignis el aHtis aufiri ; 
Fiilgoret nunc ttrrsjitaSj fimtunifuej mttumqitt 
Sdifeebml eperif flammifqiu ftquaclha Iras. 

This fecms to mc admirably fiiblime; 
yet if we attend coolly to the kind of 
fenlible image which a combination of 
ideas of this fort muil form, the chi- 
meras of madmen cannot appear more 
wild and abfurd than fuch a pifture. 
** JAree rays if twified Jhowers, three of 
** watery cloudst three ofjiret and three 
" of the winded fouth 'windi then mixed 
'* they in the ivork terrific lightnings f and 
•* found, and fear, andanger, u-ifbpur- 
*' /««»ff flames." This ftrange compo- 
fition is formed into a grofs body ; it is 
hammered by the Cyclops, it is in part 
polidied, and partly coptinues rough. 
The 
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The truth is> if poetty gives us a notie 

aiTemblage of words, correipaiidiag to 

: many noble ideas, whidi are cooneSml 

' by circumilances of time or place, or 

I related to each other as caufe and eSe&t 

'■ or aflbciatcd in any natural way, they may 

be moulded together xn any form, and 

perfeftly anfwer their end. The pida- 

reique connexion is not demanded ; be- 

caufe no real pifturc is formed ; nor i» 

the efFedt of the dcfcription at all the 

iaCs upon this account. What is f^ 

of Helen by Priam and the old men of 

his council, is generally thought to give 

us the higheft polTiWc idea of that fatal 

beauty. 

' Of ¥iy.tvn TftHt 1^ tiiantu/^tf Axjuutt 
Taia J^'^fifi yvYtuti Tefjtf Xf*"^" •t/'yi*- '^kj^^'f' 

TTxy ay'dt ta wendtr fuch tittflUil tbanHs 

For mtti httgjtcri birufatbevur-U^M.armi . 

What mming grates 1 v^ majiflk ptitn I 

She mavtt a geddtfs, andjht looha queen. Pan, 
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Here is not owe vrotd feid ^ tlie 
particulars of her beauty; M thing 
which can in ^ leaft he!p w to any 
prcctfe idea of her perfon j b«t ytt We 
are much more touched by this man-* 
ntr of m^naotiing her than by diefe 
}or^ and laboured defcriptions of Helen* 
whetha- hand*d doWrt by tmditionj or 
formed by fancy, which are to be met 
«tth in fome aHthors. 1 am fure it 
iffe&i ine much more than ^ minute 
defcription whidi Spenfer has givfcn df 
Btiphebe ; thoi*^ I oifrft th« fhei« are 
fMuts in th^ delcription, as th^re are m 
skfl the defcriptiofis of that eisce^ISit wri- 
«r, ftxtremely fine and poetical. The 
tcft-ible piftare which Lucretius has 
drawn of feligion, in order to diJpky 
diemagnminuty ofhis jAilofophic^hero 
io oppofing her, is dwughtto be dc»- 
^fKd widi great boldiie& and ^int. 

Hkmana ant* ectdesfiedi turn vitajaeeraj 

In tirriff "fP^ff" gf^vi fub rtUgiotu^ ' 
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Htrribili Jtjiiftr vijm wurt^kta hipau { 
PrimioGTmuthmtwmruUsutUrttmdrm 
£fi anla iP^.^^-^ 

What idea do you derive ftpm fa excel- 
lent a pidure ? none at all moft oer- 
tainly ; ndtherhas the poet laid a fing^e 
word whidi mig^t in the leaft ferve tp 
mark a fingj'e limb or feature of the 
phantom* which he intended to reprefent 
in all the horrors imagination can con- 
ceive. Inrealitypoetryandrhetoricdonot 
(ucceed in cxa£t description fo well as 
painting does ; thdr bufinef^ is to a&^ 
rather by lympathy than imitauon ; to 
diiplay radier the efie£t of things on 
the mind of the ipe^ker, or of others, 
than to prefent a clear idea of thp things 
themielves- Th^ is thcMT moft extent 
five province, and that in which th^. 
fucceed the bcA. 
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SECT. VI. 
POETRY not ftriaiy an mutative art. 

HENCE' we may obfcrve that poe- 
try, taken in its moil general ien&, 
cannot with Arid propriety be called an 
art of imitation. It is^ indeed an imi- 
tation fo &r as.it delcribes the manners 
and paffions of men which their words 
can exprefs ; where amm motus effert 
inttrpreU Sngua. There it is ftridJy 
imitation ; and all merely dramatic poe- 
try is of this fort. But Jefcr^tive poe- 
try operates chiefly by JUbftituthn ; by 
the means of ibunds» which t^ cuftom 
have the eflPed of realities. Nothing is 
an imitation further than as it refembles 
ibme other thing ; and words undoubt- 
edly have no {brt of refemblance to thei 
ideas for which they iland. 

SECT. 
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Sect. vn. 

How IVOdtDS infitience tlio pa£cm«; 

NOW, « words aifca, not by aiiy 
odgiaa} powDr; faut by reprei^ 
lotion, k mi^t be |u|^&d» ^3t deij 
iaAucace ant tho palHotis ibould be but 
U^t ; yet it is quite othennft j fbr wc 
find by cxj>encnoe that eloquence imd 
jBoetry are as capable, hay isidecd flliQcit 
more capable o£ miking deep and liv^y 
impreffions than any other arts, and eveili 
thannaturcitlelfinverymanyca^. And 
this ariiibs chiefly from thefe diree cauics; 
Firft, that we take an extraordinary part 
in the paHioDs of oth«'s, and that vri 
are eafily aifle^d and brou^t into fym- 
pathy 1^ ai^ tokens which are Aewn of 
them J -and there are no tokens wtikK 
can expreis all die circumtbuices of moft 
paiHons & iiilly as words ; fo diat if a 
perlbn 
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perfen fpeaks upon any fubjed> ho C9b 
not only convey th« fubjedt to you, but 
likewife the muiner in which he is him-- 
fetf affeded by it. Certain it is, that- 
the mfhience of mc^ things on our paf- 
fions is not £> much from the things 
theajf^ves, «« from ow^ c^inlons coflf 
ccFning them } and thefe again (kpend 
veiy mubh on the opinions of other 
men, conyeyable for die mpft part by 
words only. Secondly, there are many 
things of a v^ aife<^ing nature, which 
con feldom occur in the reality^ but the 
words which reprefent rficm often da j 
and thus they have an opportunity erf 
tnaking a deep imprcffion and taking 
root in dw mind, whilft die idea of the 
reality was tranfient 5 and to fome per- 
haps never really occurred in any fliape, 
to whcsn it is notwithftanding very af- 
foft^ng, as war, death, famine, Stx. Be- 
fides, many ideas have never been at alt 
piefsnted to the fenles of any men but 
k ■ 2 by 
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by words, as God, angels, devUs, he** 
ven> and hell, all of which have how- 
em a great influence over the paflions. 
Thirdly, by words we have it in our 
power to make iuch cmibmatwu as we 
cannot poiSbly do otherwife. By this 
power of combining we are able, 1^ die 
addition of wcll-chofen drcumfiances, to 
gjve a new li& and force to the fimpic 
objeA. In painting we m^reprefent any 
fine £gure we pleafe ; but we never can 
give it thofe enlivening toudies which it 
may receive fit>m words. To repre&nt 
an angel in a picture, you can (Htly draw 
a beautiful young man winged ; but ^diat 
painting caXi fumiih out any thing fo 
. grand as die addition of one word, " the 
** angel of the Zrfr</?" It is true, I have 
here no dear idea, but thfcfe words zSeQc 
the mind more than the fiuiIiUe image 
did, which is all I contend for. A pic- 
ture of Priam dragged to the altar's foot, 
and there murdered, if it were well exe- 
cuted. 
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cutcd» would undoubtedly be very mov- 
ing j biib there are very aggravating 
circumftances, which it could never re- 
prefent. 

^anpiltt* ftedmttm qobs ipfe lacravccat ignti. 

As a further inftance, let us confidcr 
thofe lines of Miltonj where he defcribes 
the travels of the fallen angels through 
their diimal habitation j 

■III . !■ •'Cftr manj a dark and Unary viU 



Thtypafs'di and many a region dokTouf; 

Oer tnany a frextn, mtmyajury Alp; 

Rtthy caves, lakeSyftns, begi,demtandjhades ofdedthy 

A univerfi of death. 

Here is dilplayed the force of union iii 

RjxiSj eaveii iaktit dens^ btgSyfenif andfliadesi 

which yet would lofc the greatcft part of 
their cffba, if they were not the 

Z Rachy 
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Jtatii^ anust iaht, dent, iagSf wtdjhadts r 

— 1-^ Death. 

This idea or this afFcdion caufed by ft 
word, which nothing Jsut a word could 
annex to the others, ,^raifes a very great 
degree of the fiiblime j and this .Hiblinic 
is raifed yet higher by what follows, 
a " unhxrfi of Heath" Here are :^ain 
two ideas not prefcntiblc but by lan- 
gii:?ge; and an union of them great and 
amazing beyond conception j if they owy 
properly be called ideas whicli prefcnt no 
dif>in6t image to the mind j -*but ftill \t 
Witt be difficult to conceive how words 
can .move the paflions which belong to 
real objefts, without reprefenting thefe 
objefts clearly. This is difficult to us, 
becaufe we do not fufficiently difUnguifli, 
m our obfervations upon language, be- 
tween a clear expreffion, and a flroiig 
expreffion. Thefe are frequently con- 
founded -with each other, though they 
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are in reality extremely different- The 
former regards the underftanding j the 
latter belongs to the pafiions. The one 
dcfcribcs a thing as it is j the other de-» 
fcribes it as it is felt. Now, as there U 
a. moving tone of voice, an impaffionol 
countenance, an agitated gellure, which 
afFeift independently of the things about 
which they are exerted, fo there are 
words, and certain difpofitions of wordsj 
which being peculiarly devoted to paffi- 
onate fubjefts, and always ufcd by thofe 
who are under the influence of any p&C- 
fion ; they touch and move us ntore thart 
thofe which far more clearly and dif* 
tin£tly cxpreis the fubjeift matter. We 
yield to fympathy, what we refufe to de- 
fcription. The truth is, all verbal de- 
fcription, merely as'naked defcription, 
though never fo exaft, conveys fo poor 
and infufficient an idea of the thing de- 
fcribed, that it could fcarcely have tlw 
finalleft ^e£t, if the fpeaker did not call 
Z 2 ia 
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in to his aid thoie modes of fpeecb that 
mark a ftrong and lively feeling- in him- 
felf. Then, by the contagion of our 
^ffions, we catch a fire already kindled 
in another, which probably might never 
have been ftruck out by the objcft dc- 
fcribed. Words, by ftrongly conveying 
the paffions, by thofe means which wc 
have already mentioned, folly compenfete 

'for their weaknefs in other refpedts. It 
may be obferved, that very poliflicd lan- 
guages, and fuch as are praifed for their 
fuperipr clcarnefs and perfpicuity, are ge- 
nerally deficient in flrength. The French 
language has that perfeftion, and that 
defeil. Whereas the Oriental tongues, 
and in general thebnguagesof moft unr 
polilhcd people, have a great force and 

1 energy of expreffioa ; and this is but 
natural. Uncultivated people are but or-r 
dinary obfervers of things, and not cri- 
tical in djftinguilhing them ; but, for 
that reaibn, they admire mor^ and ?re 
more 
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more affe&ed with what they fee, and 
therefore cxprefs themfclvcs in a warmer 
and more paffionatc manner. If the af- 
feftion be wdl conveyed, it will work its 
effedl without any clear idea; often with- 
out any idea at all of the thing which 
has originally ^ven rife to it. 

It might be expefted from the fertility 
of the fubjeft, that I fhould confider 
poetry as it regards the fublime and beau- 
tiful more at large; but it muft be 
obferved that in this light it has been 
often and well handled already. It 
was not my defign to enter into the 
criticifin of the fublime and beauti- 
ful in any art, but to attempt to lay 
down fuch principles as may tend to 
afcertain, to diftinguifli, and to form 
a fcrt of ftandard for them ; which 
purpofes I thought might be beft effefted 
by an enquiry into the properties of 
fuch things in nature as raife love 
and afloniihment in us; and by ihew- 
ing 
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ing in what manner they operated to pro- 
duce theie paffions. Words were only 
fi> &r to be confidered, as to (hew upon 
what princijde they were capable of be- 
ing the reprefentatives of the& natural 
dungSj and by what powers they were 
able to ai)e£t us often as ftrongly as the 
tilings they reprelent, and fometimes 
much more i 



The END. 
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